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REE box and cartage has at last 
F been conceded in St. Louis. This 
matter has caused much feeling 
among jobbers. The small retailer is 
probably the greatest gainer by the 
change from the habit of charging for 
box and cartage, for these charges form 
a comparatively larger percentage of the 
cost of his goods than of the goods of the 
larger dealer. Where no charge is made 
the expense will merely be added to the 
general expense account and will appear 
in a slight general advance in the cost of 
broken lots. ay 


A MONUMENT TO THE DIS- 
COVERERS OF QUININE. 





HE discoverers of quinine and strych- 
nine, MM. Pelletier and Caventou, 
are to have a monument erected to 

theni in Paris, and contributions are be- 
ing solicted from pharmacists all over the 
world to aid in this worthy object. In 
this country the movement has been taken 
up by the Philadelphia College of Phar- 
macy, and Prof. Trimble, the editor of the 
American Journal of Pharmacy, has issued 
an appeal for funds in order that the 
United States may be worthily repre- 
sented in the undertaking. Professor 
Trimble’s appeal for contributions to the 
fund is published on another page. 

The object is praiseworthy to a degree, 
and Prof. Trimble’s appeal should meet 
with a hearty response. Pharmacists 
who contribute to the fund will honor 
their vocation, while honoring the mem- 
ory of two distinguished pharmacologists. 
The monument is to take the form of 
statues which will be erected in front of 
the High School of Pharmacy in Paris. 
Subscriptions to the fund will be re- 
ceived and forwarded to Prof. Trimble by 
the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 


FROG’S MILK FOR FRECKLES. 





OW that the Summer Girl is back 
from the seashore with a crop of 
freckles, which she is anxious to get 

rid of, the following suggestion taken 


from the Answers to Correspondents’ col- 
umn of the Leipsic General-Anzeiger may 
prove of interest, if not of value: 


“As an approved cure for freckles, we 
can recommend the washing of the face 
with fresh frog’s milk. It is better to ap- 
ply the milk at sundown at the time and 
place where the frog’s ‘milk is obtained. 
The milk must be allowed to remain on 
the face all night, and be removed at sun- 
rise the next morning.’’!!! 


There is a good deal to be said in favor 
of “frog’s milk.” The water of frog’s 
spawn was much esteemed at one time 
for its cosmetic qualities. It is men- 
tioned by Burton in “The Anatomy of 
Melancholy” as being commended by 
Quercetan (Spagir. phar. Cap. 6) “for 
ruddiness in the face.” 

We fear, however, that “frog’s milk” 
will merely be regarded as an addition to 
the list of pharmaceutical synonyms 
which we were made acquainted with in 
our apprenticeship days, when “oil of 
beeswings” and similar wonderful pro- 
ducts were so much in demand by the 
older clerks. 


MONEY IN THE DRUG BUSI- 
NESS. 


66 HERE is no money in the drug 
business” is a cry heard from every 
portion of the United States, but 

nevertheless one continues to meet well- 

to-do druggists everywhere. The fact is 
there is no money in any business unless 
properly conducted under suitable con- 
ditions. If you are not making money 
either the conditions or your methods are 
wrong and it behooves you to carefully 
study both and eliminate the cause. The 
writer chanced to be seated at a table re- 
cently with two retail druggists whose 
experience proves that there is money to 
be made in the retail drug business even 
in so crowded a town as Philadeiphia. 

One of these men went to Philadelphia 

eight years ago with a capital of some 

three hundred dollars to attend college. 

He now owns and conducts four profit- 

able drug stores and has moreover paid 

fifteen thousand dollars for the building in 
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which one of his stores is located. The 
other Philadelphian at the table, who has 
an income from real estate investments of 
three hundred and seventy-five dollars per 
month, all of which was originally earn- 
ed through his drug business, said: “Yes, 
but you fell into several good things.” 
“That is true, but I made the places to 
fall” said the poly-pharmacist. The un- 
successful man seeing another win suc- 
cess so rapidly says in a discouraged way 
“He has fallen into a good place,” but he 
overlooks the careful work done by the 
man who “makes the place to fall.” 

Nor does it require a very large invest- 
ment nor any superlative business acumen 
to make a moderate success in the drug 
business. It does require intelligence, 
application, frugality and industry, but 
these are required to insure success in 
any business. With these exercised under 
even moderately favorable conditions 
there is still money in the drug business 
even where price-cutting prevails. 

FF 


When asked the principal element of 
their success, three out of four successful 
pharmacists unhesitatingly 
gave first place to the fact 
that they kept faith with the 
physician. The fourth placed this sec- 
ond, giving the first place to his success 
as a buyer. This meant with each of 
them the carrying out of the physician’s 
most minute specification, even if it was 
some particular make of quinine pill. 
Where it was impossible to procure the 
article or make specified, all these drug- 
gists make it a rule to notify the physi- 
cian by telephone. Sometimes, as at 
night, this is not feasible, and in these 
cases one make is sometimes substituted 
for another, where merely a question of 
maker is involved, but the physician is 
invariably notified at the earliest possible 
moment, and the fact explained that the 
change was made simply because the 
make ordered could not be obtained and 
it seemed necessary to furnish the medi- 
cine without delay. By following this 
plan scrupulously these druggists have 
won the confidence of the physicians in 
their respective territories and this is a 
long step toward success. 


st SF 


All druggists realize the necessity of 
keeping themselves well-informed on new 
remedies and appliances, but 
this is only half the work. It 
is necessary to let the physi- 
cian know that you know. One well- 
to-do pharmacist in Philadelphia goes 
to the trouble of sending postal 
cards to his list of physicians 
with information concerning anything 
new of value which comes to his atten- 
tion. These cards are not sent out regu- 


KEEPING 
FAITH. 


ON KEEPING 
POSTED. 


larly, but only as occasion arises, care 
being taken that occasions arise with a 
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sufficient frequency. The direct returns 
are not commensurate with the expense 
involved, but the effect on the physician 
is most wholesome and the general re- 
sult most satisfactory. 

It pays to keep posted, but you must 
let the physicians know that you know. 


LEGISLATING FOR DRUG- 
GISTS. 


GENTLEMAN of large experience 
in lobby work at Albany and among 
New York politicians has started 
a movement among the retail druggists 
of Greater New York, looking to the 
suppression of the sale by department 
stores of drugs and medicines. Interest- 
ed readers of the AMERICAN DruGGIST 
have been good enough to speak of the 
matter to us, and we have investigated 
the plan of the promoter to the extent 
of obtaining his views on the ills which 
afflict the retail druggists of the Greater 
City. According to him, the cutting on 
patent medicines by department stores 
is about the deadliest ill that afflicts the 
trade. This he proposes to remedy by 
securing the insertion in the amended 
pharmacy act of a restrictive clause limit- 
ing the sale of all drugs and medicines 
to licensed pharmacists, and prohibiting 
the exposure of medicines in a store not 
owned by a licensed pharmacist. A 
goodly number of our friends and sub- 
scribers in the retail trade have already 
signed an agreement with the gentleman 
interested in the bill, which pledges them 
to pay him the sum of twenty dollars in 
divided portions. A fee of five dol- 
lars is to be paid as soon as one hunared 
pharmacists have signed tne agreement. 
Five dollars must be paid on January Ist, 
1898, and the remaining ten dollars fall 
due when the law is enacted. The idea 
is a good one for the promoter, but we 
doubt whether the retail druggist will get 
his twenty dollars’ worth of protection. 
No class of tradesmen appear to be 
more easily worked than retail druggists. 
The most productive source of income for 
speculators and promoters lies in the or- 
ganization of societies, clubs or other 
organizations of pharmacists for any old 
purpose that may be conceived by the 
person most interested. We believe that 
any action looking to legislation affecting 
the interests of retail druggists in New 
York city should come from some one 
of the organized pharmaceutical associa- 
tions of the Greater City, either the New 
York College of Pharmacy, the Kings 
County Pharmaceutical Society, or the 
German Apothecaries’ Society, that is, 
if we are to have local legislation of this 
character at all. Individuals interested 
in pharmacy matters purely from the lob- 
byists’ end are not the best agents to em- 





ploy in work of this kind, and we are 
somewhat surprised to learn that at least 
one of the trustees of the New York 
College of Pharmacy has countenanced 
the idea by subscribing to the agreement. 

The attorney who has been able to 
secure these promises of moral and finan- 
cial aid from a number of retail druggists 
of this vicinity appears to have a very in- 
flated notion of the importance of the 
conferepce committee of the three local 
pharmaceutical associations in Greater 
New York who are considering amend- 
ments to the pharmacy chapter of the 
charter for the Greater New York, for he 
refers with considerable satisfaction to the 
fact that every member of the committee 
has signed his “coon trap” petition. But 
was ever a more absurd situation con- 
ceived? Here is a committee appointed 
by the organized pharmacists of Greater 
New York for the amendment of the 
pharmacy law diverting their efforts and 
even contributing money to the further- 
ance of a scheme involving a simple 
amendment to the pharmacy act which 
could be incorporated in their own re- 
vised law without the least difficulty. 
Where is Thomas J. MacMahan that 
these things are allowed to go on with- 
out a word of protest? It would be cruel 
to suggest that he is off by himself some- 
where, laughing in his sleeve at the crude 
statecraft practiced by these amateur law- 
makers. 


TAX-FREE ALCOHOL HEAR- 
INGS. 


ONSIDERABLE space is devoted in 
this issue to a report of the final 
hearings held in this city by the 

Joint Special Committee of Congress on 
“tax-free” alcohol. We have already re- 
corded the hearings in Chicago, St. Louis 
and Cincinnati. 

The investigations of the committee 
seem to have been carried out with a 
commendable fairness, both advocates 
and opponents of tax-free alcohol having 
been accorded courteous and thoughtiul 
attention. The conduct of the hearings 
showed the members of the committee 
to be remarkably well informed on the 
widely varied fields in which alcohol is 
used and the questions put almost invari- 
ably touched the weak spots in argument 
presented whether pro or con. 

A study of the questions propounded by 
the several members of the committee 
seems to indicate that the probable result 
of the inquiry will be a report favoring a 
reduction of the tax on alcohol to 70 
cents per proof gallon. One of the strong- 
est arguments advanced on behalf of 
such reduction was that it would prob- 
ably tend to increase the revenue derived 
from this source. 














(Written for the American Druggist.) 
HOW TO PURCHASE 
PHOTOGRAPHIC STOCK. 


By W. I. ScanpDLINn, 
Editor Photographic Bulletin. 


To the druggist without experience in 
the handling or use of photographic stock 
the question of a judicious selection of 
goods is an important one, and with a 
view to aiding him in this direction we 
have made up three lists of such stock 
as will move readily, present an excellent 
variety of styles and which will yield a 
good return for the money invested. 
These lists have been examined and veri- 
fied by one of the oldest and most re- 
liable jobbing houses in the trade and 
may be depended upon as thoroughly re- 
liable. 


An Invoice of Goods. 


The first list is based on the expendi- 
ture of $51 and the profit on this expendi- 
ture at regular prices, nets the selling 
agent 482-5 per cent on his investment. 
This list would include seven cameras in 
sizes ranging from those making pictures 
24x24 inches up to and including 4x5 
inches, five of which are for use with 
glass plates and two for use with roll 
films, as follows: One Adlake camera, 
one Ray, one Ray Junior, one Klondike, 
one Quad, one Buckeye, 34x33, and one 
Buckeye, 4x5; for supplies there would be 
twelve dozen Climax dry plates, three 
dozen each of which would be 24x23, 34x 
34, 34x44 and 4x5, one-half dozen spools 
of American film of twelve exposures 
each for 34x33, and three spools of twelve 
exposures each for 4x5 pictures; of print- 
ing out papers the list would include three 
dozen each 3}x4} and 4x5 American gela- 
tine paper and one dozen each 3}x3}, 34x 
44 and 4x5 Aristo Platino Paper. In ad- 
dition to the above there would also be 
one Quad developing outfit and one 3}x 
3} EA developing and printing outfit 
complete, two extra holders each for the 
Klondike, Ray and Ray Junior cameras, 
100 card mounts, 34x44, gold bevel edge, 
round cérners, in either primrose or pearl 
color, 100 ditto, 44x5}, and 100 white 
mantello mounts for 34x34 prints; also 
one bottle each of chloride of gold and 
No. 1 Aristo Platinum, one 8-oz. bottle 
EA Toning and Fixing Solution and one 
8-oz. bottle of Climax Developer, one 
changing bag for Quad camera, one Pop- 
ular tripod, one print mounter and one 
4-oz. jar of Professional Paste. Such an 
assortment as this for the outlay in- 
volved is very comprehensive and will 
be found well suited for a trial order on a 
small scale. 


A Larger Trial Order. 


A larger list, involving an outlay of 
$100, on which the net profit figures 53 
per cent on the investment could be made 
up to contain the following assortment of 
cameras, namely, one Adlake, one Ray, 
one Ray Junior, one Klondike, three 
Quads, one Buckeye, 34x34, one Buckeye, 
4x5, one Buckeye Special, for both plates 
and films, 34x34, and one Buckeye Spe- 
cial, 4x5, for both plates and films; Cli- 
max plates, forty-eight dozen, as follows: 
twelve dozen each 23x24, 34x34, 3}x4} 
and 4x5; American films, one dozen 
spools of twelve exposures each for 3}x3}, 
and one-half dozen spools of twelve ex- 
posures each for 4x5 pictures; printing- 
out papers, three dozen each, 3}x4} and 
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4x5 American gelatine, and three dozen 
each 34x34, 34x44 and 4x5 Aristo Platino; 
one developing outfit for Quad, six 3}x3} 
EA Developing and Printing Outfits, and 
one 4x5 ditto; one extra dry-plate holder 
each for 34x3} and 4x5 Special Buckeye, 
two extra ditto each for Klondike, Ray 
and Ray Junior cameras; 100 card 
mounts, 34x44, plain edge, round cor- 
ners, primrose or pearl color, 100 ditto, 
44x54; 100 gold bevel edge ditto each 
for 34x44 and 4}x5}, and 100 white Man- 
tello mounts for 34x3} prints; also one 
bottle each chloride of gold and No. 1 
Aristo Platinum, six 8-oz. bottles EA 
Toning and Fixing solution, six 8-oz. 
bottles Climax Developer, six boxes An- 
thony’s Eikonogen Developing Powders, 
three changing bags for Quad, one Popu- 
lar Tripod, three print mounters and six 
4-oz. jars of Professional Paste. 


Larger Outlay, More Profit. 


The third list, which is figured on an 
outlay of $191, carries with it a profit of 
643 per cent on the investment and would 
be made up of the following goods: 
Cameras, one Adlake, three Rays, three 
Ray Juniors, three Klondikes, three 
Quads, six Buckeyes 34x34, three Buck- 
eyes 4x5, three Buckeye Specials 34x34, 
and one Buckeye Special 4x5; Climax 
plates, twelve dozen each, 24x24, 34x33, 
34x44 and 4x5, and three dozen each 5x7 
and 5x8; two dozen spools of American 
film of twelve exposures each for 34x33}, 
and one-half dozen spools for 4x5 pic- 
tures; printing-out papers, six dozen each 
34x44 and 4x5, American gelatine, and six 
dozen each 33x34, 34x44 and 4x5 Aristo 
Platino; two Quad Developing Outfits, 
one dozen 34x34 EA Developing and 
Printing Outfits, and three 4x5 ditto; two 
extra holders for 34x34 Special Buckeyes, 
two ditto for 4x5 Special Buckeyes, and 
four each for Klondike, Ray and Ray 
Junior cameras. In card mounts the 
same sizes and styles as are named in the 
$100 list, but 200 of each. Two bottles 
each chloride of gold and Aristo Plati- 
num, twelve 8-oz. bottles of EA Toning 
and Fixing Solution, twelve 8-oz. bottles 
Climax Developer, twelve boxes An- 
thony’s Eikonogen Developing Powders, 
three changing bags for Quad, two Popu- 
lar Tripods, six print mounters, six 4-oz. 
jars Professional Paste, one Tourist car- 
rying case for Quad, one carrying case 
for 34x34 Buckeye and one ditto for 4x5 
Buckeye camera. It will be seen that in 
preparing these lists we have not included 
any of the chemicals which are in com- 
mon demand for photographic purposes 
and which already form a part of the 
stock of almost every dealer, but have 
confined the selection to those goods 
which are distinct from the regular drug- 
gists’ line, and if in so doing we have 
stimulated an interestin the fraternity, that 
may cause it to turn to the photographic 
field for an ally in building up the legiti- 
mate profits of a business which at best 
calls for arduous labor and in most cases 
small percentages on the right side, we 
believe a good will have been accom- 
plished. 


Cod Liver Oil Emulsion. 
E. Barbibollet, Chim. Farm., 1897, 486. 


Mucilage of Irish Moss (15 to 1,300) 7” 


BERET oo.ci0.s'dic dsisscescceeing s¥sns sieeve s.cce 
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Dissolve the sugar in the decoction and 
shake up with the cod liver oil, when an 
emulsion forms very rapidly. 
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LABORATORY NOTES. 


Practical Papers at a Philadelphia 
College Meeting. 


Dr. Harshberger Describes the Vegetation of 
the Yellowstone Park Region—Examin- 
ation of Pomegranate Rind by 
Professor Trimble, 


At the regular pharmaceutical meeting 
of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, 
held on Tuesday afternoon, November 
16th, an exceedingly interesting and in- 
structive address on the “Vegetation of 
the Yellowstone Hot Springs” was pre- 
sented by Dr. John W. Harshberger, of 
the University of Pennsylvania. 


Flora of the Yellowstone. 


Dr. Harshberger said that much had 
been written about the geological and 
physiographical features of the Yellow- 
stone Park, but not much concerning the 
flora except from a systematic point of 
view. In describing the general charac- 
teristics of the vegetation of this region 
he said that the mountains are densely 
timbered, while the alkaline plains are 
practically treeless. The Pinus contorta, 
a straight and slender tree, predominates. 
Other trees which occur interspersed are 
representatives of the spruce, poplar and 
willow families. _The Douglas spruce is 
distinguished as being the largest tree in 
the park. Pasturage in the valleys is 
excellent. This is furnished by Alpine 
timothy, blue joint and a few other mem- 
bers of the Gramineae. 

The meadows and hillsides are varie- 
gated with bright-colored flowers, such 
as columbine, larkspur, harebell and 
aconite, although the vegetation in this 
part is not as interesting as might be sup- 
posed. 

The plants in this region are subjected 
to rather unusual conditions of climate. 
Almost every night during summer there 
is frost. The fringed gentian closes its 
flowers at night and many plants are pro- 
vided with a hairy or woolly covering 
and are thus protected against the cold. 


The Four Areas of Vegetation. 


Then coming to the flora of the Hot 
Springs, the author divided this into four 
areas. These are geysers and hot springs 
of the Upper, Lower and Norris Geyser 
Basin and the hot springs of the Mam- 
moth Hot Spring Region. In the Gey- 
ser basins there occur deposits of silicious 
material (sinter) and in the Hot Springs 
region a calcareous deposit (travertine) 
is found. These formations are partly 
attributable to physical conditions, but it 
has been shown that physical processes are 
not the sole cause of the rapid deposition 
and the beautiful terraced appearance of 
the terraces, mounds, pools and geyser 
cones. In the case of carbonated waters 
plants take up carbon dioxide and deposit 
the calcium carbonate held in solution. 
In silicious waters they cause a gelatin- 
ous deposition of silica by the action of 
their protoplasm, which hardens on ex- 
posure. The plants which are instru- 
mental in building up these formations, 
are microscopic in character, and belong 
for the most part to the Algae, while 
some are bacteria. Some toadstool-like 
mosses are also found and in the cooler 
waters which flow from the basin, large 
diatomaceous deposits occur. 
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Water at the altitude of the park boils 
at 198° F., and no life is found in water 
having a temperature above 185° F. 
most luxuriant growth of Algae occurs 
in waters which have cooled to 104-122° 
F. The whole region was described as 
being most picturesque and to the botan- 
ist highly fascinating. 





PRACTICAL LABORATORY NOTES. 


A practical paper, entitled “Laboratory 
Notes,” was read by Charles H. La Wall. 
The author stated that very little data had 
been recorded on the subject of the stabil- 
ity of pharmaceutical preparations. He 
had the opportunity of placing on record 
the assay of a sample of fluid extract of 
ipecac more than 30 years old. It was 
made by the late Professor John M. 
Maisch when he had charge of the Gov- 
ernment Hospital Laboratories during 
the Rebellion. The sample assayed 2.76 
of alkaloid, which is higher than the 
standard now required. 

Examination of Japan Wax. 

Japan wax was reported on to the ef- 
fect that 300 cases (aggregating 60,000 
pounds) were examined during the year 
and found to comply with the require- 
ments of the normal product. This was 
contrary to the author’s experience, as 
reported in January last, when analysis 
showed that the product then on the mar- 
ket was grossly adulterated. 


Carbonate in Calcium Phosphate. 


An examination of several large con- 
signments of precipitated calcium phos- 
phate showed the presence of a large 
amount of carbonates. In one case the 
calcium carbonate was 40 per cent. This 
was a matter for serious consideration on 
account of the phosphate being directed 
in the formula for tincture of opium. 


Beeswax Below the Standard. 


Samples of beeswax examined during 
the year did not all answer to the cus- 
tomary standard. Of sixteen samples, 
seven were found to be pure, five contain- 
ed small quantities of stearic acid, and one 
a large amount of stearic acid, and three 
contained paraffin in varying proportions. 


Examination of Pomegranate. 


The last paper on the programme was 
read by Professor Henry Trimble and 
was on “Pomegranate Rind.” 

The fresh rind of Spanish pomegran- 
ates was examined and found to contain 
28.38 per cent of tannin in the absolutely 
dry substance. The ash calculated on 
the same basis amounted to 3.92 per cent, 
which was 2 per cent less than obtained 
by Fluckiger. These figures were con- 
firmed by a student in the laboratory, al- 
though he worked on different lots of 
rind. 

Accompanying the paper were some of 
the Spanish variety of the fruit which had 
been obtained in the Philadelphia market. 


MEETING OF THE PHILA- 
DELPHIA BOTANICAL CLUB, 


On Thursday, October 28th, at 8 p. m., 
a meeting of the Philadelphia Botanical 
club was held in the botanical room of 
the Academy of Natural Sciences, Nine- 
teenth and Race streets. Dr. A. W. Mill- 
er presided. The greater part of the 


evening was taken up by a description of 
the flora of the North Mountain by Stew- 


ardson Brown, a local botanist of repute, 
and secretary of the club. 

The North Mountain is situated in Sul- 
livan County, near the boundary lines of 
Wyoming, Luzerne and Columbia coun- 
ties. The altitude is in the neighborhood 
of 3,000 feet, and an interesting flora is 
found, especially in the vicinity of some 
of the lakes, which are numerous in that 
part of the State. 

The new violet (Viola porteriana) was 
found, and many unusual discoveries were 
described and specimens to the number 
of about 500 were exhibited by the 
speaker of the evening, and also by Jo- 
seph Crawford, the well-known druggist 
and botanist, who has been Professor 
Brown’s companion upon a number of 
the trips. 

Dr.Ida Kellar was present and reported 
that the check lists which she distributed 
among the members. of the club 
and other local botanists last spring 
were being turned in with rec- 
ords of localities, from which she 
expects to compile a very complete flora 
of the territory embraced by the club’s 
trips, which includes parts of New Jersey, 
Delaware and Pennsylvania east of the 
Susquehanna river. Dr. Jahn exhibited 
a ballast-ground find which he had found 
himself unable to classify, and which was 
unknown to the members of the club who 
were present. A specimen of Limosella 
aquatica growing in a flower-pot was also 
exhibited. Much enthusiasm was mani- 
fested over the display by Mr. Troth, a 
prominent photographer, of some studies 
of wild flowers in their natural condition, 
so far as was possible. A collection of 
this kind would be invaluable as an ad- 
junct to the herbarium, and make such 
a collection almost as valuable as an 
herbarium of the dried plants themselves. 

The complete collection of Mr. Troth’s 
studies is on exhibition at the rooms of 
the Photographic Society during the 
month of November. The photographs 
were made by laying the plants upon a 
plate of glass and taking the picture from 
above by supporting the camera with the 
lens pointing downward. In this manner 
the difficulty of photographing very weak 
and flaccid plants (which will not remain 
upright after collecting) is obviated, 
though amusing errors are sometimes 
made. Mr. Troth related an experience 
in photographing a leguminous plant 
with very heavy pendant pods which was 
laid out in this manner by one unaccus- 
tomed to seeing it growing, with the as- 
tonishing result that the photograph rep- 
resented these enormous pods as sticking 
straight up, notwithstanding the frail 
stems which attached them to the plant. 


Hoover’s Pyro and Potash De- 


veloper. 

No. 1. 
WOME csccnkundensonapeesussssheucee 12 ozs 
Sulphite soda crystals ............ 2 ozs. 
CREIC BCI ocvcccccccecccsscverccoes 60 grs 
Bromide ammonium ............+- 20 grs. 
PTO. ic escccnevcesqessesccscsceseese 1 oz. 

No. 2 
WUMED snc ca aunSasonasiuwsssenseens oe 12 ozs 
Sulphite soda crystals ............. 2 ozs. 
Carbonate of potash .............. 3 ozs. 
To develop, take 
PN. Nob annessckeseeussnnaseeushons 1 dm 
DUEL Us. desks ehedbhecekaehesbnssanpieae 1 dm. 
WUEREE exesannssnsacecsssceececessace 1 oz. 


To develop a 5x8 plate take water, 4 
ounces; No. 1, drachms; No. 2, 2 
drachms. If more intensity is required, 
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add more of Nos. 1 and 2. More of No. 
1 will restrain and No. 2 will accelerate. 


Monument to Pelletier and Caventou 


_ The raising of funds towards the erec- 

tion of a monument to the discoverers of 
quinine has progressed very rapidly dur- 
ing the past two weeks in Philadelphia. 
The members of the Board of Trustees 
of the College of Pharmacy promptly 
sent in their contributions, and some of 
the large manufacturing houses who were 
informed of the movement responded lib- 
erally. 

In view of the spontaneous action 
which has taken place, together with the 
courteous expressions of interest which 
have accompanied the donations, it is be- 
lieved that an appeal to all the pharma- 
cists in the country will meet with hearty 
approval, and result in the accumulation 
of a fund that will be worthy of the phar- 
maceutical profession of America. That 
this movement may become popular it is 
suggested that the amount for each be 
$1 (5 francs). No one need hesitate to 
send less, and more has already been re- 
ceived from quite a number. Whatever 
the amount let it be sent at once. Let 
the movement be popular. Many inquir- 
ies have already been received concerning 
the biographies of Pelletier and Cav- 
entou. 

Joseph Pelletier was born in Paris on 
the 22d of March, 1788, and died on the 
19th of July, 1842. He was the son of an 
apothecary and adopted his father’s pro- 
fession. Later he became Director of 
the Ecole de Pharmacie, and a member 
of the French Institute; he was also a 
member of the Academy of Medicine, of 
the Council of Health, and an officer of 
the Legion of Honor. In 1818, with 
Caventou, he discovered strychnine; in 
1820 these coworkers discovered quinine, 
in 1818 they discovered veratrine, and 
shortly after brucine. Pelletier was as- 
sociated with Corriol in the discovery of 
aricine in 1829; in 1832 he discovered 
narceine, and in 1835, with Thiboumery, 
pseudomorphine was discovered. This 
list might be extended considerably, but 
the discovery of any one of the principles 
mentioned would have made him famous. 

Joseph Bienaime Caventou was born 
in 1796 and, as Pelletier, he was at first 
an apothecary and later became Professor 
of Toxicplogy in the Ecole de Pharmacie. 
His most important discoveries were 
made in conjunction with Pelletier. He 
was admitted to the Academy of Medic- 
ine when scarcely 27 years of age; later 
he became dean, a position he held at the 
time of his death, May 5, 1877. 

Caventou was one of the first, if not 
the first, to point out the existence of 
chlorophyll in the green parts of plants as 
a special chemical substance. After 
thirty years of service in the School of 
Pharmacy he resigned from a sentiment 
of exaggerated modesty, as he imagined 
that his methods had become antiquated. 
This disposition to extreme modesty was 
still more marked after twenty years of 
retirement. Pelletier and Caventou in 
1826 were given a prize of 10,000 francs 
by the Academy of Sciences for their 
work on the cinchonas. 

Is there a record in pharmacy of more 
unselfish labor given freely for the bene- 
fit of mankind? The undersigned has 
been appointed by the Philadelphia Col- 
lege of Pharmacy to receive subscriptions 
and forward them to Paris. 

Henry TRIMBLE, 
145 North 10th street, Philadelphia. 
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Lead Ointment.—F. W. Hausmann ad- 
vocates the use of anhydrous wool-fat as 
a basis for lead cerate, the cerate to be 
made by incorporating 20 parts of solu- 
tion of lead subacetate in 80 parts of the 
anhydrous fat. Specimens so made kept 
unaltered for two months. 


Estimation of Glucose in Urine with 
Methylene Blue.—Take one Cc. of urine, 
previously diluted with 3 parts of water, 
add 5 or 6 drops of methylene blue solu- 
tion (1 to 5,000), to which a few drops of 
potash solution has been added. When 
so treated normal urine will turn blue, 
but if glucose be present the liquid will 
either become colorless or assume a pale 
yellow tint. 


Mayol.—Mayol is a new preservative 
introduced by Ed. May, of Budapest 
(Pharm. Centralh., XXXVIII, p. 606). 
According to Prof. K. Than, it is a mix- 
ture of ethyl and methyl alcohols with 
boric acid, glycerine, and ammonium 
fluoride. Meat treated with the solution 
becomes coated with a crust several milli- 
meters in thickness, beneath which it is 
said to remain fresh for weeks. 


Toxoids.—Professor Ehrlich (therap. 
monats., 1897, 549) applies this name to a 
modification of the toxins produced by 
bacteria. The toxoids are a less viru- 
lent form than the toxins, but are not like 
the antitoxins. In so far as the particu- 
lar toxoid approaches antitoxin in char- 
acter is indicated by a prefix and we thus 
have protoxoid, syntoxoid or epitoxoid. 
Since toxins are very unstable they are 
ey partially converted into tox- 
oids. 


Pharmacopoeial Requirements for 
Copaiba Criticised.—Lyman F. Kebler 
states (Am. Jour. Pharm., 1897, 579) that 
over 99 per cent of the copaiba of the 
market will fail to respond to the phar- 
macopoeial tests, as those tests require a 
solidifiable copaiba, whereas but very 
little of this is sold. Resin copaiba 
should be dismissed from the pharmaco- 
poeia, according to this author, or the of- 
ficial requirements changed, as almost any 
resin will answer them. 


St. Thomas Balsam.—Moller (Zeit. 
trop. Landwirt.) states that this balsam is 
a most valuable therapeutic agent which 
exercises a most remarkable healing act- 
ion on wounds and cuts. The balsam is 
also used internally in disease of the 
bladder and in coughs. The balsam is 
obtained from the Santiriopsis Balsami- 
fera, Engl., a member of a natural order 
Burseraceae. The balsam is obtained 
by making incisions in the stem of the 
plant when the resinous sap flows out 
and is hardened by the action of the sun. 
In its habitat it is called by the natives 
“Belam bo” or “Goqui.” The Portu- 


The trees 


guese call the tree Pan oleo. 
range from 60 to 90 feet in height and the 
trunks grow to a diameter of 44 to 6 feet. 


Electrolytic Preparation of Iodoform. 
—As is well known, chloroform and iodo- 
form may be prepared by the action of 
electricity upon aqueous solutions of al- 
kali chlorides or iodides in the presence 
of alcohol or acetone as the case may be. 
Schering has patented a process for mak- 
ing iodoform by electrolysis in the pres- 
ence of a stream of carbon dioxide. Helns 
and Herz have ascertained, however, that 
the use of carbon dioxide is unnecessary, 
the addition of an alkali carbonate in- 
creasing the yield of iodoform. These 
authors have recently further investigated 
the subject, and conclude that the best re- 
sults can be obtained by working at a 
temperature of 60° C. in a liquid com- 
posed of 5 Gm. of soda, 10 Gm. of potas- 
sium iodide, 20 Cc. of alcohol and 100 Cc. 
of water. A low current is used and the 
iodoform is removed every hour, the 
anode liquid being strengthened by the 
addition of soda, potassium iodide and al- 
cohol in the original proportions. The 
iodic acid forms very slowly when this 
method of operation is pursued and a 
long* time is required before a sufficient 
quantity accumulates to be of any detri- 
ment to the process. JIodoform cannot 
be prepared from acetone by this process 
and neither chlorofrom nor bromoform 
can be prepared in this manner. 


Detection of Turmeric in Powdered 
Rhubarb. — Adam Jaworowsky recom- 
mends the following process: Agitate 1 
gramme of powdered rhubarb for several 
minutes with 10 Cc. of chloroform and 
filter through a small filter. To the fil- 
trate add fifteen times its own volume of 
petroleum spirit and shake well, and di- 
vide into two parts. Shake up one por- 
tion of this once or twice with from 1 to 
1.5 Ce. of saturated borax solution, and 
treat another with 2 or 3 Cc. of pure 
strong sulphuric acid. If the powdered 
rhubarb is pure, the chloroform solution 
will have a straw yellow color, which will 
disappear on mixing with the petroleum 
benzine. On agitating the benzine solu- 
tion with sulphuric acid, the benzine so- 
lution turns light brown while the acid 
remains colorless. The portion of the 
chloroform benzine mixture which is agi- 
tated with borax solution is not changed 
in appearance. If turmeric has been used 
the chloroform extract would have a yel- 
lowish brown color with a greenish flour- 
escence which is quite noticeable if even 
a very small quantity be present. The 
addition of the petroleum benzine to the 
chloroform extract causes the precipita- 
tion of a yellowish, flocculent precipitate, 
but the liquid does not lose its yellow 
color nor its fluorescence. The benzine 
and chloroform mixture, when agitated 
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with sulphuric acid of 1.04 specific gravity 
becomes violet in color, while the sul- 
phuric acid takes on a fuchsin red _col- 
oration turning rapidly into reddish 
brown and then slowly into a yellowish 
brown. Onshakingthe benzine chloroform 
mixture with borax solution, the latter 
turns violet while the upper layer remains 
unchanged. The reactions are very deli- 
cate and show the presence of even very 
small quantities of turmeric. 


Paste for Labels. 


According to a German photographic 
journal, the following formula yields a 
paste which will serve equally well to 
affix labels to glass, porcelain or metal: 


DO ROE CPTI CE CEOC OCT OCCE COLT. 4 drs 
ee powdered ........... 2 = drs 
Glycerin 1% f. drs. 
Thymol rs. 





Alcohol 

Water, sufficient to make ozs. 

Dissolve the acacia in half an ounce of 
water; rub up the tragacanth with one 
ounce of water, mix the two and strain 
through a cloth. Then add the glycerin 
and the thymol, first dissolving the lat- 
ter in the alcohol. 


Sodio- Magnesium Citrate Solution. 


Prof. Semitt, of Lille (Rep. de Pharm., 
1897, 434) proposes to prevent the forma- 
tion of a precipitate in magnesium citrate 
solutions by introducing into the mole- 
cule of the magnesium compound a mon- 
ovalent base, thus securing a more per- 
manent compound. A similar end is ef- 
fected with ferric tartrate by the introduc- 
tion of potassium, but Semitt recom- 
mends the introduction of sodium ac- 
cording to the following formula: 

Citric acid 

Sodium _ bicarbonate 

Magnesium carbonate 

ater 

Dissolve 21 ounces of citric acid and 
the sodium bicarbonate in 75 ounces of 
water; dissolve the remainder of the citric 
acid, and the magnesium carbonate in 
the remainder of the water, the two solu- 
tions mixed and the mixture filtered after 
standing 24 hours. The solution remains 
permanent for several weeks. 





For Cold in the Head. 


Dr. H. B. Whitney recommends the 
use of a pinch of the following snuff every 
three or four hours, preferably accom- 
panied by the internal administration of 
gelsemium or atropine: 


Cocaine hydrochlorate ...........- 5 grs 

MUMIOE Sve neeticniucrcecnscereeset 8 = 
MIS ROI ac ccisecdeccccassdscacws ra 
POWGCEd COMEE 6 cicccscccesccvcces 16 grs. 


One should be careful in advising the 
use of this snuff, as there is great danger 
of contracting a cocaine habit from its 
prolonged use. 

R. Wunsche suggests that as soon as 
the first symptoms of cold in the head ap- 
pear, such as sneezing and frontal dis- 
comfort, 4 or 5 drops of a solution of 30 
gr. of menthol in 5 fl. drachms of 
chloroform be rubbed on the hands and 
then inhaled, the hands being held in the 
shape of a cone over the nostrils. 

In a Vienna clinic the regular treatment 
of the first stages of a cold in the head 
consists in snuffing up a pinch of the fol- 
lowing powder every two hours: 


Powdered camphor 
Powdered sugar 
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THE DIGESTIVE POWER OF 
PEPSIN IN THE PRESENCE 
OF ALCOHOL.* 

By C. Symes, Pu.D. 


Some years ago I conducted a series of 
experiments with a view of determining 
the relative digestive value of the various 
pepsins then on the market, and published 
the result of the inquiry’. Subsequently I 
was requested to continue and extend the 
investigation for publication in one of the 
medical journals, and in consequence I 
gained some amount of experience in this 
kind of work. The experiments were 
carefully conducted and after a lapse of 
time were repeated by a French investi- 
gator, who confirmed my results. Time 
“which tries all things” also testified to 
their correctness, for the pepsin which 
was then mostly prescribed and relied on 
has since practically disappeared from the 
market, its quality having been found by 
experience to be inferior to that of similar 
preparations by other makers. Apart 
from the relative value of various pepsins 
I also experimented on the digestive 
power possessed by pepsin in the pres- 
ence of alcohol, and found that its activ- 
ity was reduced in proportion to the 
amount of alcohol present. From this I 
drew deductions which I have since learnt 
to modify, although the facts remain. 
condemned wine as a vehicle for the ad- 
ministration of pepsin because of its prop- 
erty of retarding the activity of the medi- 
cinal agent it carried, and recommended 
in the place thereof a solution of fresh 
pepsin in raspberry vinegar. This con- 
stitutes an excellent preparation, and at 
present I know of no better, but the pub- 
lic never took very well to this “‘pepsin 
elixir,” as many persons have a decided 
objection to acids. It has, however, 
been prescribed with satisfactory results. 

The experiments referred to were con- 
ducted in glass bottles placed in a water 
bath kept at a uniform temperature of 
100° F. by means of a Reichart’s thermo- 
regulator. The importance of adopting 
the same temperature on all occasions 
when conducting comparative experi- 
ments was rendered evident by increasing 
the temperature to 110° F., when diges- 
tion was found to proceed much more 
vigorously than at 100° F., all other con- 
ditions being equal. Still, the presence 
of alcohol had the same prejudicial effect 
in retarding solution of the coagulated 
albumin used. If, however, the bottles 
were replaced by wetted animal mem- 
branes the condition of things was mater- 
ially altered. It was found that the alco- 
hol present in the liquid through which 
the coagulated albumin was distributed 
soon began to diffuse through the wetted 
membrane, and that the pepsin com- 
menced to act with the same energy, as 
in those containers where no alcohol was 
present, so that at the end of two hours 
there was no considerable difference be- 
tween the weight of undissolved albumin 
in each case. The interest which this ex- 
periment has for us as pharmacists is that 
it shows that an alcoholic liquid, such as 
wine, may be used in preparing a solu. 





Pe Read before the Liverpool Chemists’ Associa- 
ion. 

1 Pharmaceutical Journal [3], iv., 1. See also 
note on “Latent Pepsin,” by G.W.C. Phillips, in 
Pharmaci . ey and “Year Book of Phar- 
macy, 4 . Pp. ;_paper on “Pepsin in Alco- 
hol,” by M. Bardet, odenen Remedies, 1887, p. 
243, and Pharmaceutical Journal [3], xviii., 93; and 
paper on “Pepsin Wine,” J. Clark, Pharma- 
ceutical Journal [3], xxii., 597. 


tion of pepsin for medicinal use, and that 
if properly made it soon becomes active 
when taken into the stomach in the pres- 
ence of suitable food. Rectified spirit 
may also be used as a preservative in 
making essence of rennet, because its 
excessive dilution and ready evaporation, 
when mixed with the proper quantity of 
milk and warmed, overcome any prejudi- 
cial effect the spirit may have on the pep- 
tic bodies present. Glycerin is an ex- 
cellent solvent of pepsin, as is well 
known, but unless it is used in sufficiently 
large quantity to render the solution dis- 
tasteful to the patient it is not a good 
preservative. <A solution of freshly pre- 
pared undried pepsin in dilute glycerin, 
to which 10 per cent of rectified spirit is 
added, forms, when filtered, an excellent 
medicinal preparation which may be flav- 
ored to taste. 


NOTE ON THE ANALYSIS OF 
CASSIA OIL.* 


By J. OtpHAM BRAITHWAITE. 


Those who are familiar with the analy- 
sis of cassia oil are well aware that the 
quality of the oil in different bottles of 
the same consignment is apt to vary be- 
tween wide limits. It has been repeated- 
ly shown that the results of analysis of 
one or two original bottles are of little or 
no value as an indication of the aldehyde 
percentage of the bulk of any one con- 
signment. Although this is well known, 
a recent experience proves that this very 
obvious fact is often lost sight of, and 
that the practice prevails in the London 
market at the present time of basing an- 
alytical reports on cassia oil from im- 
properly bulked samples. 

A client recently submitted to me for 
analysis a sample from one case of cassia 
oil which he had purchased, with a guar- 
antee that it contained from 80 to 85 per 
cent of cinnamic aldehyde. This sam- 
ple submitted to me, drawn from one 
bottle, only assayed 66 per cent of that 
body. The remaining three bottles gave 
on analysis 78, 77 and 77 to 78 per cent 
of aldehyde respectively. The mean al- 
dehyde percentage of the contents of the 
four bottles fell, therefore, below 75 per 
cent. It afterwards transpired that the 
certificate had been given in the first in- 
stance from a sample drawn from one 
bottle only, which was taken to represent 
the aldehydic value of the whole consign- 
ment consisting of many cases. The 
fallacy of this procedure is obvious, and 
such analytical data are worthless and 
misleading, being unsatisfactory alike to 
the vendor, the purchaser, and the an- 
alyst. 

In order to obtain definite results it is 
absolutely necessary that the sample of 
oil submitted for analysis should fairly 
represent the bulk of the article. Since 
cassia oil bottles are approximately of the 
same capacity, this might be effected by 
taking a definite volume from each bottle 
and mixing these portions before sub- 
mitting them to analysis. For ordinary 
commercial purposes this would probably 
be sufficiently accurate. If not, the pur- 
chaser should specify that the analysis 
should be made upon the oil actually pur- 
chased or upon “worked” oil. The as- 
sumption that the aldehydic value of one 
bottle of a consignment of cassia oil may 
represent the value of the remainder is 
neither logical nor scientific. 





* Pharmaceutical Journal. 
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I have found the slight modification 
of the ordinary Herschon flask, sug- 
gested and made for me by Mr. ° 
C. Muller, 148 High Holborn, although 
trival, a decided improvement on 
the ordinary form. It consists simply of 
a 10 Cc. pipette graduated in tenths, blown 
onto a 125 Cc. flask; the range of gradu- 
ations is longer than in the ordinary 
form, which is usually only marked up to 
6 Cc. intenths. This longer scale allows 
the flask to be used with greater accur- 
acy for other purposes than the assay of 
cassia oil, such as the determination of 
phenols in those oils which contain them. 
The longer tube, too, allows the pipette 
employed in introducing the cassia oil to 
hang in the neck of the flask as a kind of 
loose stopper during the violent reaction 
which takes place on first mixing the oil 
with the sodium bisulphite solution; in 
this way it acts as a sort of valve, pre- 
venting loss by spurting, which is apt to 
occur with the old form of bottle. The 
graduation being from top to bottom, 
when the level of the lower meniscus of 
the non-aldehydic fluid is exactly adjusted 
to the 10 Cc. mark, the unoccupied space 
in the scale may read off directly as al- 
dehyde. 


THE CHEMISTRY OF CLOVE 
OIL.* 


Erdmann’ has published some interest- 
ing results of his investigation of clove 
oil and the oil distilled from clove stalks. 
In preparing caryophyllene by treating 
clove oil with solution of caustic alkali 
the undissolved portion of the oil was 
always found to be oxygenated, and only 
by using alcoholic potash was it obtained 
free from oxygen. Oil from clove stalks 
shaken with dilute caustic alkali yielded 
at once the sesquiterpene. 

On treating the oil that is separated 
from clove oil by solution of caustic al- 
kali, with alcoholic potash and adding 
some ether, to dissolve and separate the 
terpene, the alkaline solution was found 
to contain eugenol, which was separated 
on acidifying with sulphuric acid, and on 
distilling the acidified liquid acetic acid 
was obtained. Hence it was evident that 
clove oil contains as one of its constitu- 
ents aceteugnol, a compound which is at 
once saponified by alcoholic potash, but 
less readily by a water solution of caustic 
alkali, and thus the presence of oxygen 
in the oil undissolved by caustic alkali 
solution was accounted for, as well as the 
circumstance that neither this undissolved 
oil nor clove oil itself has a constant boil- 
ing point. That is not due to difference 
in the amount of caryophyllene, for 
though it has a somewhat higher boiling 
point than eugenol, the tension of both 
substances is nearly the same at 123° C., 
under a pressure of 15 Mm., and the 
higher boiling point, 125°-150° C., 
of the oil undissolved by caustic alkali is 
due to the presence of aceteugenol. 

In the determination of eugenol in clove 
oil by Thoms’ method? it is assumed that 
the whole of the eugenol is present in the 
free state, and the question arose whether 
the presence of some portion of it in the 
state of ester affected the determination. 
That was found to be the case by com- 
parative experiments with clove oil pre- 
viously saponified by heating to 100° C. 





* Pharmaceutical Journal. 
1 Journ. Prackt. Chem., \vi., 176. 
2 Pharm. Journ. [31, xxii., 450. 


3 Ann. Chem., 125, 14. 
4 Ann. Chem., 179, 369. 
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with caustic alkali, and with oil which had 

not been so treated, the results given by 

three samples being as follows: 

Thoms. Total eugenol. 
83.9 85.68 


a e £ PEE Oe se or 
OVE OL D cecvecccceccccees \ 

s7rt (84.84 
WE BEG os ckicenccces 80.2 81.9 


The low specific gravity of the oil dis- 
tilled from clove stalks as compared with 
the large amount of eugenol it contains is 
explained by the absence of aceteugenol, 
the relation between the specific gravity 
and the amount of eugenol in the case of 
clove oil being due to the presence of 
some aceteugenol, the specific gravity of 
which is much greater than that of eu- 
genol. 

On saponifying clove oil with a known 
quantity of alcoholic potash and deter- 
mining the residual free alkali, a result 
was obtained indicating the presence of a 
much larger quantity of aceteugenol than 
was actually present, and this was ascer- 
tained to be due to the presence of a com- 
pound yielding salicylic acid, the occur- 
rence of which in clove oil was pointed 
out by Scheuck,® but disputed by Was- 
sermann*. By merely shaking clove oil 
with solution of caustic alkali, no indica- 
tion of salicylic acid is obtained, but after 
the saponification effected by boiling with 
soda solution, salicylic acid can be de- 
tected in the aqueous liquor. It is sug- 
gested that the compound present in 
clove oil and yielding salicylic acid by 
saponification may be eugenol ester of 
acetysalicylic acid. 

The yellow coloration produced on 
treating clove oil with caustic alkali was 
suggestive of the presence of an aldehyde, 
and a product was obtained which proved 
to be furfurol, a substance which Messrs. 
Schimmel have also found in clove oil 
together with normal amyl-methyl ketone, 
to which they attribute some influence as 
the cause of the ether-like odor of clove 
oil, which a mixture of eugenol caryo- 
phyllene and furfurol does not possess. 

Erdmann also suggests that eugenol is 
probably not the only phenolic constitu- 
ent of clove oil, because the boiling point 
of the crude product has a wider range 
than is consistent with its chemical in- 
dividuality, and also because in re-dis- 
tilling eugenol he has obtained a residue 
of phenolic character, though its resinoid 
character did not invite further investi- 
gation. 


Professor Bogoslowsky on Apenta. 


W. S. Bogoslowsky, from clinical ob- 
servations on the action and value of a 
constant bitter water, draws the follow- 
ing conclusions (Transactions of the Mos- 
cow Section of the Society for the Pre. 
servation of Public Health, No. VI.): 

“Systematic treatment with Apenta 
water is especially indicated for constipa- 
tion produced by atony of the bowels, 
and it has the advantage that its use does 
not give rise to subsequent constipation. 

“Its action is more gentle than that of 
some other bitter waters because it con- 
tains less calcium sulphate and no mag- 
nesium chloride. It is probably owing 
to this circumstance that it does not 
cause crampy pains. 

“The efficiency of Apenta as a remedy 
for the systematic treatment of obesity is 
clinically established.” 


Quicksilver is shipped in iron flasks 
containing uniformly 764 pounds, net. 
The mouth of the flask is secured by an 
iron screw about three inches long. 


SOME COMMON 
POISONOUS PLANTS. 
By V. K. CHESNUT, 


Division of Botany, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. 


General Remarks. 


The plants commonly looked upon as 
poisonous are those which through gen- 
eral experience, history, or tradition 
have long been known to produce some 
ill effect upon animal life. The number 
recognized in any country tends, there- 
fore, to be proportional, not only to the 
variety of its flora, but also to the an- 
tiquity of its civilization; and the popular 
estimation of the virulence of any particu- 
lar plant depends in great measure upon 
the number of its victims as well as upon 
the rapidity and violence of its effects. 
The literature of these plants is filled 
with allusions to the species growing in 
Hindoostan and the Greek and Roman 
provinces, and history teaches how cer- 
tain species, such as the peach (for its pits 
and leaves) and the hemlock, came to be 
especially dreaded by the ancients on ac- 
count of their extensive use in putting 
State criminals to death. The literature 
of Europe contains the names of over 
three hundred and fifty plants which, in 
that quarter of the globe, have been 
known to produce ill effects upon man 
or animals, while in North America there 
are only a few which have been generally 
recognized as poisonous, and these grow 
mostly in the Eastern and more thickly 
settled half of the continent. Very little 
is known concerning those which are 
native to the region west of the Missis- 
sippi river. Those chiefly reported in the 
newspapers throughout the United States 
are poison ivy, the so-called “wild pars- 
nip,” and certain fleshy fungi commonly 
known as toadstools. It is true, how- 
ever, that a considerable number of 
plants should, at least provisionally, be 
ranked as poisonous in the flora of a com- 
paratively new country, such as the 
United States. It is a fair presumption 
that every plant is poisonous which is 
very closely related to a species recog- 
nized as virulent in other countries. It is 
prudent, also, to suspect all plants popu- 
larly supposed to produce ill effects, re- 
gardless of the results of analysis hith- 
erto made, for the chemical and biological 
investigation of plant poisons is as yet 
too little advanced to furnish conclusive 
data in all cases. 


Assistant, 


NUMBER OF POISONOUS PLANTS UNDER- 
ESTIMATED. 


There are several causes which tend in 
the United States and elsewhere to an 
underestimate of the number of poison- 
ous plants. In the absence of statistics, 
objection is made to an increase in the 
number of ill-reputed species for aesthetic 
reasons, and on the ground that plants 
exist for consumption by animals, and 
can not therefore be poisonous. These 
ideas are wholly without scientific founda- 
tion and are deplorably misleading; in- 
deed, instances might be cited where men 
have nearly sacrificed their lives in at- 
tempting to verify the supposed innocent 
nature of certain plants which authorities 
have declared harmless. Yet, it is impos- 
sible to refute these ideas all at once, on 
account of the apparent uncertainties 
and contradictions which the subject pre- 
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sents to the novice. A full acquaintance, 
however, with the preparation of drugs 
and with their action upon animals re- 
moves many of these uncertain factors. 

It is characteristic of organisms, both 
plant and animal, that their elements are 
slowly, but constantly, undergoing chem- 
ical changes. During health these 
changes take place naturally and afford 
heat and nourishment. In sickness they 
take place with greater or less rapidity, 
according to the chemical nature of the 
compounds involved in the disease, and 
are modified by the proper application of 
drugs. Poisons differ from foods and 
medicines mostly in the rapidity, but also 
to some degree in the character, of the 
chemical changes which they produce. 
They are therefore to be considered as 
substances which are unstable or ex- 
tremely liable to change. This fact has 
always been recognized to a limited ex- 
tent by experts, but it has only somewhat 
recently become known that certain plant 
poisons are destroyed even by the addi- 
tion of alcohol, or by simply heating to 
a temperature of 60 deg. C. Thus, the 
poison is subject to destruction in the 
process of analysis. Further than this, 
it may not exist in the part analyzed; 
and, moreover, the amount varies greatly 
in the same species, according to climate 
and conditions of soil and season. 


DIFFERENCE IN SUSCEPTIBILITY. 


Again, the susceptibility of animals dif- 
fers greatly. Some are little, if at all, 
affected by poison taken in quantities 
which, judging from the effects produced 
on others, should cause instant death. 
This may be due to differences in physio- 
logical functions, in character of food, or 
in natural or acquired habits. It is well 
known, for example, that large quantities 
of certain poisons, such as strychnine, 
opium, and arsenic, can be taken with 
impunity by man after the long-contin- 
ued use of small doses. May not this 
endurance of certain animals be ex- 
plained on analogous grounds? Other 
factors which determine differences of 
action are age, sex, temperament, and 
idiosyncrasy; the latter explains why 
strawberries are poisonous to some in- 
dividuals. 

In the widest sense, therefore, all those 
plants should be classed as poisonous 
which have ever produced ill effects ac- 
cidentally, and not those alone which the 
combined knowledge of the botanist, the 
chemist, and the animal expert has proved 
to be such. Especially should this view 
be taken in a new country, and ir the 
case of plants likely to tempt the appetite. 
By this cautious attitude the dangerous 
plants can be ascertained and antidotes 
be determined without repeated sacrifice 
of life and property. 

Chemistry has already rendered much 
service in explaining the obscure behav- 
ior of some of these poisonous plants, 
and it is believed that recent discoveries 
will point out the true character of some 
species which have hitherto baffled all 
scientific progress. 

Poison Ivy. 

The poison ivy (Rhus radicans) occurs 
abundantly throughout the United States 
east of the Great Plains, and in greater or 
less abundance throughout the less arid 
regions of the West, with the exception 
of California, where it appears to be en- 
tirely wanting in all localities. It grows 














308 


everywhere in the open brush, in ravines, 
and on the borders of woods, and it 
spreads along roadsides and cultivated 
fields from seeds carried by crows and 
other birds which feed upon its fruit. It 
is generally a climbing vine, but if no 
support is at hand it either trails along 
the ground or sends up short vertical 
shoots. (Fig. 24.) 


PLANTS RESEMBLING POISON Ivy. 


Besides one near Western relative, 
which is almost as poisonous, there are 
no other plants which resemble it closely 
excepting the non-poisonous box elder, 
the leaves of which bear a striking re- 
semblance to those of the ivy. It is only 
in its seedling stage, however, and when 
growing along hedges, that the box elder 
could be taken for ivy. The Virginia 
creeper, also non-poisonous, is sometimes 
mistaken for the poison ivy, but it is 
easily distinguished by having five, in- 
stead of three leaflets, all of which spread 





Fig. 24—Poison Ivy (Rhus radicans). 


out from a common point, like 


fingers of the hand. 


the 


ALLIED POISONOUS PLANTS, 


Perhaps no plant is more popularly rec- 
ognized as harmful than the poison ivy. 
Its effects upon the human skin are fa- 
miliar to everyone, and as its victims far 
outnumber those of all other species com- 
bined, it has come to be regarded as the 
principal poisonous plant of America. 

ome of its other common names are 
poison oak, poison vine, and mercury. 
Its nearest relative is a plant known to 
botanists as Rhus diversiloba (Fig. 25), 
which grows in similar situations at low 
altitudes throughout the Pacific coast 
from Lower California to Canada and 
northward. Western people call it poi- 
son oak because the leaves, though very 
unlike those of the common Eastern 
oaks, bear a considerable resemblance to 
the common species of the West. The 
leaves differ in size, as well as in shape, 
from those of the poison ivy. Ranked to- 


gether in the same genus are two other 
poisonous plants, which, although they 
produce the same effect upon the skin, 
are yet totally different in their gross 
appearance, being thus more closely allied 
to the sumac or non-poisonous species 
of the group. Only one of these is at all 
common, and that is the poison sumac 
(Rhus vernix), which is found growing in 
swamps from Florida to Canada and 
westward to the Mississippi Valley. It 
is a shrub or small tree, six to eighteen 
feet in height, with long pinnate leaves 
having from seven to thirteen smoothly- 
polished leaflets. It is also commonly 
known as “poison dogwood,” “poison 
ash,” and “poison elder.” (Fig. 26.) The 
other poisonous sumac (Rhus michauxii) 
is a rare shrub, recently re-discovered in 
North Carolina. 


POISONOUS PRINCIPLE OF RHUS. 


Poison ivy has long been regarded by 
the ignorant with a degree of awe akin 
to superstition. No one was able to tell 
how it produced its effects, and why it 
attacked some people and not others. 
Mysterious principles were relied upon 
to explain the phenomena, and up to the 
present time the common belief has been 
that the poisonous constituent was really 
an exhalation from the plant. In the lat- 
ter part of the last century it was so re- 
garded by the expert; then, as our knowl- 
edge of plant chemistry advanced step 
by step, it was attributed more concrete- 
ly to a specific gas, a volatile alkaloid, 
and a volatile acid like formic acid. More 
recently still, bacteria have been accused 
of causing the affection. Experiments 
have seemed to verify these ideas in turn, 
but the falsity of all has at last been 
proved by the discovery of a more tangi- 
ble compound. In January, 1895, Dr. 
Franz Pfaff, of Harvard University, an- 
nounced that the poison is in reality a 
nonvolatile oil. Numerous experiments 
have been performed with the purified 
oil, and it has been shown to produce ex- 
actly the same effects as the plant itself. 
Dr. Pfaff has called this substance “toxi- 
codendrol.” It is found in all parts of 
the plant, even in the wood after long 
drying. Like all oils, it is insoluble in 
water, and therefore can not be washed 
from the skin with water alone.  Al- 
cohol dissolves it readily. Alkalies sa- 
ponify it, and thus render it inert, but this 
result is more easily obtained by an alco- 
holic solution of the sugar of lead (lead 
acetate). Numerous experiments show 
that when the smallest amount of this oil 
is applied to the skin it is very gradually 
absorbed in the course of a few days, and 
that within certain limits the longer it re- 
mains upon the skin the greater will be 
the effect produced. 


EFFECTS AND TREATMENT OF RHUS 
POISONING. 


In an experiment performed by the 
writer at the Department of Agriculture 
the oil was applied to four spots on the 
wrist and carefully kept from spreading 
to other parts of the body. At the end 
of an hour one of these spots was well 
washed with successive treatments of 
pure alcohol; in three hours another was 
washed clean in the same manner; the 
other two were allowed to remain three 
hours longer. The effect produced on 
the first spot was very slight; that on the 
second was more marked, but did not 
equal the effect produced on _ the 
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other two, which was about equal. 
The affected places were all within 
an inch of each other, but all re- 
mained wholly distinct, a circumstance 
which very clearly shows that the affec- 
tion is not spread through the agency 
of the blood. Subsequent applications of 
an alcoholic solution of the sugar of lead 
gave immediate and permanent relief. In 
practice it is not desirable to use strong 
alcohol, which is apt to be too irritating 
to a sensitive surface, but a weaker grade 
of from 50 to 75 per cent should be pre- 
ferred, and to this the powdered sugar of 
lead is to be added until no more will 
dissolve. The milky fluid should then be 
well rubbed into the affected skin, and the 
operation repeated several times during 
the course of a few days. The itching is at 
once relieved, and the further progress 
of the malady is checked. The remedy 
has been tried in a large number of cases 
and has always proved successful, but it 
must be remembered that it is itself a 
poison when taken into the mouth. 





Fig.'/25—Poison Oak (Rhus diversiloba). 


Poison ivy being so great a public 
nuisance, it is strange that no legal meas- 
ures have ever been carried out to sup- 
press its growth. Municipalities protect 
their people against diseased food by the 
appointment of inspection agents, and 
farming communities defend themselves 
against the ravages of animals by boun- 
ties. Why should not this plant in some 
way be provided against, especially now 
that its poisonous nature and its antidote 
are so exactly known? Much would be 
accomplished if the owners of suburban 
places of popular resort were compelled 
to weed out the vine from their premises. 
The regulation might also be made to 
cover its destruction along the country 
roadsides. 

The American Water Hemlock. 


The American species of water hemlock 
(Cicuta maculata) is by far the most viru- 
lent plant nativein the United States. (Fig. 
27.) It is found growing at low elevations, 
along streams and ponds, and in marshy 
ground throughout the eastern portion 
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of the continent, not extending apparent- 
ly very far west of the Great Lakes. It is 
perennial in duration, and grows to a 
height of from four to eight feet. In 
some river marshes it is so extremely 
abundant that in early summer the land- 
scape is whitened by its bloom. It be- 
longs to the well-known parsley family, 
and may easily be distinguished by its 
fascicled, spindle-shaped roots, which 
are from one and one-half to three inches 
in length, and by the trellised structure 
of the underground portion of its main 
stem. Both of these parts are strongly 
impregnated with a yellow, aromatic oily 
fluid, which has an odor resembling that 
of the parsnip. A few of the common 
names by which the plant is known in 
various localities are water hem- 
lock, wild hemlock, beaver poi- 
son, musquash root, muskrat weed, 
cowbane and children’s bane. It is fre- 
quently mentioned in the newspapers 
under the erroneous name of “wild pars- 
nip.” The plant is closely allied to the 
less common and somewhat less virulent 





Fig. 26—Poison Sumac (Rhus vernix), 


poison hemlock (Conium maculatum) with 
which Socrates was put to death, but it 
has several near relations equally poi- 
sonous with itself. Cicuta virosa, the 
species which is particularly dreaded in 
Europe, probably does not occur in the 
United States; C. bulbifera is found from 
Indiana to Delaware; C. vagans in Wash- 
ington, Oregon, and northern California; 
C. bolanderi in California. All grow best 
in damp, marshy places, and closely re- 
semble one another in external appear- 
ance and toxic properties. 


THE VICTIMS OF WATER HEMLOCK. 


The victims of these plants are chiefly, 
but not exclusively, herbivorous animals. 
The underground portions are the most 
poisonous, and as these are often washed, 
frozen, or dug out of the soil during 
winter and early spring, they are some- 
times eaten by children and by animals, 
the former mistaking the roots of the 
American water hemlock for horse-rad- 
ish, parsnips, artichokes, sweet cicely, or 
other edible roots, the animals eating the 
various kinds because they are among 


the first green substances to appear in the 
spring. In marshes where any of the 
species is abundant, cattle are also said 
to be poisoned by drinking the water 
which has stood in contact with roots that 
have been crushed by being trampled 
upon. The poisonous constituent resides 
in the aromatic oily fluid already men- 
tioned. This fluid has not been thor- 
oughly analyzed in the case of the Ameri- 
can water hemlock, but it is highly prob- 
able that besides conine all the species 
contain cicutoxine, a resinous substance 
which is characteristic of the water hem- 
lock of Europe, and is much more poi- 
sonous than the alkaloid conine. Cicu- 
toxine was discovered in 1875, and has 
since been shown by animal experimenta- 
tion to produce the same symptoms as the 
plant itself. 

No estimate can be made of the amount 
of damage done to live stock by these 
various species, but it is not insignificant. 
The human victims of the American 
water hemlock probably average a con- 
siderable number per annum. In the 
State of New Jersey alone two quadruple 
cases of poisoning were reported during 
the spring of 1896, which resulted in the 
death of two individuals. Falck, a Ger- 
man authority, reports a 45 per cent fa- 
tality in thirty-one cases of water hem- 
lock poisoning occurring in Europe. 


SYMPTOMS OF WATER HEMLOCK POISONING 


The symptoms of poisoning are vom- 
iting, colicky pains, staggering, uncon- 
sciousness, gnashing of the teeth, and 
frightful epileptiform fits, ending in 
death. As no chemical antidote is 
known, the treatment must consist in a 
thorough cleansing of the alimentary 
canal, and in combatting the symptoms 
as they arise by the use of chloroform, 
chloral, and such agents as seem to ve 
indicated at the time. Herpivorous ani- 
mals which have swallowed a sufficient 
dose generally die, but they are some- 
times saved by two or three doses of 
melted lard, which tends to retard the 
absorption of the poison in the stomach, 
and also facilitates its expulsion through 
the intestines. 

One case will show the general nature 
of the symptoms. At Boundbrook, N. J., 
in March, 1896, two boys and two girls, 
while returning from school for lunch, 
stopped to look at some workmen dig- 
ging a ditch. One of the girls spied 
some water-hemlock roots which had 
been thrown out of the ditch, and which 
she took to be horse-radish. More were 
soon found by others and, as they proved 
somewhat agreeable to the taste, all ate 
of them to a greater or less extent. After 
arriving home, but before finishing lunch- 
eon, one of the girls was take violently 
ill with dizziness and nausea, and was 
soon in convulsions. A physician was 


summoned immediately, but the 
girl died shortly after his ar- 
rival. The others were affected in 


the same way, but not so violently, and 
they were finally saved by skillful treat- 
ment. The species was determined from 
specimens sent to the Department of Ag- 
riculture, and from plants grown from 
these roots. 


The Most Poisonous Fungi. 


The death cup (Amanita phalloides) is 
the most poisonous of all the 
fleshy fungi. (Fig. 28.) Et. |..18 
found in summer and autumn through- 
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out the greater part of the United States, 
growing upon the ground in the woods 
at medium and lower elevations. The 
stem is white. When young it is solid, 
but afterwards it becomes somewhat hol- 
low and pithy. The base is surrounded 
by a characteristic cup-shaped appendage, 
the remnant of a veil which covers the 
entire plant when young. The length 
varies from three to five inches. The 
cap is viscid when moist, and is generally 
smooth and satiny, but it may sometimes 
bear fragments of the outer covering, or 
veil. The gills and spores are white. 
Several varieties of the plant exist, the 
one most common having a white or yel- 
lowish cap; but this may be green or 
even spotted when growing in deep 
shade. The general shape is much like 
that of the common mushroom. It is 
also like that of the fly Amanita (Amanita 
muscaria), which is, perhaps, more com- 
mon, but is less poisonous. From the 
former it is at once distinguished by its 
basal cup-shaped appendage, and a child 
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Fig. 27—American wie Hemlock (Cicuta macu- 
ata). 


can usually distinguish the fly Amanita by 
its more brilliant coloring. 


HISTORY OF THE DEATH CUP. 


The death cup occurs in Europe, as 
well as in America, and it is mainly from 
European sources that our knowledge of 
it is obtained. Pliny ascribes numerous 
cases of poisoning to fungi, and it ap- 
pears probable from the descriptions 
given that the poisoning was produced in 
most instances by the above plant or its 
several varieties. One foreign authority 
has collected fifty-one cases of poisoning 
caused by the death cup, 75 per cent of 
which were fatal; and another has found 
descriptions of forty-eight cases which 
occurred in Germany alone in the years 
from 1880 to 1890. In the United States 
it is said that as many as_ twenty-five 
deaths during the summer of 1893 were 
due to some species of Amanita. 

The amount of the substance of this 
fungus which is necessary to produce 
death is very small. The third part of a 
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medium-sized uncooked cap is said to 
have proved fatal to a boy twelve years 
of age, and smaller amounts have affected 
older persons very seriously. Even the 
handling of specimens and the breathing 
of the spores have apparently given rise 
to a very pronounced uneasiness. The 
spores are also suspected of having 
caused trouble by being deposited on 
edible fungi which were placed in the 
same basket. 
SYMPTOMS OF AMANITA POISONING. 


The fresh fungus is very inviting in 
appearance, and has no bad taste when 
eaten either raw or cooked. There is 
no uneasiness felt by the victim until nine 
to fourteen hours after eating. Severe 
abdominal pain then sets in, which is 
rapidly followed by nausea, vomiting, and 
extreme diarrhoea, the alvine discharges 
assuming the peculiar rice-water condi- 
tion which is characteristic of Asiatic 
cholera. These symptoms are persist- 
ently maintained, but without loss of con- 
sciousness, until death ensues, as it does 
in from two to four days. 

POISONOUS PRINCIPLE OF AMANITA. 


Since the year 1869 death from Amanita 
poisoning has generally been attributed 
to the alkaloid muscarine (wrongly called 
amanitine). This is true of a large num- 
ber of cases. In some, however, it has 
been noticed that the toxic action was 
quite different, and that the effects could 
not be successfully counteracted by the 
use of atropine, which is a perfect anti- 
dote to muscarine and certain more or 
less closely related compounds. This 
difference seemed to be especially marked 
in the case of the death cup, but chemists 
were unable to isolate and describe its 
peculiar principle until recently. This 
was done in 1891 by Kobert at Dorpat, 
in Russia, and the substance was called 
phallin. Its characteristic action consists, 
not in inhibiting the action of the heart, 
but in dissolving the red blood corpuscles 
and permitting the blood serum to 
escape through the alimentary canal. 

Phallin isaremarkable substance. Noth- 
ing like it was known to exist in plants 
until 1884, when abrin, the poison of the 
East Indian jequirity (Abrus precatorius), 
was isolated and described by two Eng- 
lishmen. Mitchell, an American, had 
shown in 1860 that a similar substance ex- 
isted in the venom of the common rattle- 
snake, and others have more recently 
shown that such compounds are not un- 
common in nature. They are now known 
to exist in the venom of the various ser- 
pents, in the poison gland of some insects, 
in the cultures of such pathogenic bac- 
teria as those characteristic of diphtheria 
and typhoid fever, and in a few plants, 
such as the barbadoes nut and the castor- 
oil bean. All partake of the nature of 
albumen, and are therefore called tox- 
albumins. They are easily coagulated 
and thus rendered inert by a temperature 
somewhat below that of boiling water, 
and all dissolve readily in a solution of 
common salt. Phallin is odorless and 
tasteless, and, like other tox-albumins, 
causes death only after a long intervai. 
The fatal dose for cats and dogs is less 
than one-tenth of a milligram per kilo- 
gram (seven ten-thousandths of a grain 
per pound) of body weight, and death 
follows in from four to seventy-two 
hours. 

Salt water is commonly used in the 
preparation of fungi for food, and some 


pretense at cooking is generally ob- 
served; such treatment, although it would 
not remove the poison of the deadiy Ama- 
nita (Amanita muscaria), would, if thor- 
ough, totally remove that of the death- 
cup fungus. The uncertainty of an ade- 
quate treatment is so great, however, that 
the plant should be rejected as food and 
branded as poisonous. The danger is 
made much more emphatic by the fact 
that there is no known antidote for phal- 
lin. When a case of poisoning occurs, the 
action of the muscarine-like compounds, 
which are in all cases to be suspected, is 
to be counteracted by the hypodermic use 
of atropine, but the ultimate effects of 
phallin are only to be offset by trans- 
fusions of common salt, or by blood taken 
fresh from theveins of someliving animal. 
There is generally little need of agents to 
evacuate the stomach and bowels. 


A TYPICAL CASE OF AMANITA POISONING. 


The following account of a case of poi- 
soning by the deadly Amanita was report 











Fig. 28—Death Cup (Amanita phalloides). 


ed in one of the Washington, D. C., 
newspapers for October 18, 1894. The 
report was verified and enlarged by con- 
sultation with the physicians who attend- 
ed the patient. The victim, Chung Yu 
Ting, was a highly educated Chinaman, 
who was serving as interpreter in the 
household of a Russian nobleman. The 
fungus was identified by the microscopist 
of the United States Department of Agri- 
culture. 

Having been accustomed to eating 
fungi in China, Chung gathered a large 
quantity of the luscious-looking fungus 
and ate it at 2 p. m. on Saturday, after 
preparing it according to his own 
method. At 9 p. m. no ill effects had 
been observed, but shortly after midnight 
he was found in terrible agony. The 
vomiting and purging had been profuse, 
and in the bowl containing the vomit, 
the tough, apparently undigested morsels 
of fungus were found in great numbers. 
Medical aid was summoned at once and 
hypodermic injections of atropine and 
morphine given, but apparently without 
effect. The discharge of blood and blood 
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serum which began in the early course of 
the attack continued to be so profuse that 
it was soon found impossible to raise a 
blister on the abdomen by the use of 
cantharides. Nothing whatever could be 
retained on the stomach, and it was found 
impossible to give nourishment in any 
way. Hypodermic injections of nitro- 
glycerine and strychnine were used with 
good effect upon the heart, but the con- 
tinued use of atropine appeared to do no 
good. The rice-water discharges con- 
tinued unchecked, and the patient’s 
strength declined steadily until death oc- 
curred on the morning of the fourth day 
after the fungus was eaten. 


Picric Acid as a Dressing. 


Several French physicians, including 
Thiery, Gaucher and Leredde, have used 
picric acid with good results in skin af- 
fections. Debuchy (Nouv. Remedies, 
1897, 481) has determined the solubility 
of picric acid in the following solvents: 


Dissolve. 

Parts by weight. Picric Acid. 
BOD TIGNES WAEEE oc iciscessccsswcnse 0.6 
100 Distilled water, boiling .......... 6.0 
100 Absolute sicohol .......5s0ss0vcvses 6.0 
100 Alcohol 90 per cent .............. 10.5 
RD AREY S DIODEIOL os0.s00600sse0ennes 16.0 
EE. hipucnshapbakensanenbsoeesehs 16.5 
DED RGIIONONER. hsvsecicesestcenccescce 1.85 


All of these solutions, save that in chlor- 
oform, which is colorless, are yellow in 
color. 


FOR PICRIC ACID GAUZE, COMPRESSED, ETC. 


Methyl alcohol or ether .......... 10 fi. ozs. 
Pate SUTUSON WAR 06 s00ccccccesee ers. 
PRI CRONE ecnbwnkccnsepeanvsenanne 23 grs. 


Make a solution and in it soak 155 grs. 
of absorbent cotton, gauze, or other 
dressing. The wax is added, of course, 
merely to retain the picric acid on the 
fibres. Neither oil nor glycerine can be 
used with picric acid. 

Silk taffeta or gold beaters’ skin may be 
coated with the following solutions: 

Tsinglass ....cssccccccsscesseeees 10 dms. 


Acacia 
Distilled water 


Having coated the taffeta with this sol- 
ution of gums mix the remainder of the 
solution with a solution of 


ee EE ee Eee eye 3 drs. 
Methy! BIGOT c4sccnsavnsnseaceens 6 ozs. 
and then apply this to the fabric. 
PICRIC ACID STICKING PLASTER. 
Parts. 
SU “UES. uchiwakvesaccbpuensesbbere 100 
OE SEE koéuccossesenananschousane: 10 
SRRMT RECN casscasnowenesssenewwe® 15 
DREGE DUOUAO 6 o00.00050000000000506e0” 150 
PSO OME sh sink sanseucenesanessatan 20 


This plaster contains about 13 per cent 
of picric acid. 


Glycyrrhizin Cough Pastilles. 


z. 
Ammoniated glycyrrhizin ...... 15 grs. 
— ppabsbebvaKbahesapabsekesouns 300 grs. 
ee EE 1200 grs. 
Oi - bitter almond ............ 1 drp. 
Make into 100 pastilles. 
TI. 
Ammoniated glycyrrhizin ...... 15 grs. 
— SE ECE Sie en ae 300 grs. 
AE ccccsescee sessceccccens -++. 1200 grs. 
Co eine sulphate casteoayasabebar 8 grs. 
Oil of bitter almends ........... 1 drp. 


Make into 100 pastilles. 
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CHOCOLATE. 


How It Is ‘Grown and Marketed. 


Shortly after the discovery of America 
the accounts of the explorers and adven- 
turers who followed Columbus began to 
contain reports of a remarkable luxury 
enjoyed by the natives of the narrower 
portion of the continent, bordering on 
the Carribbean Sea. This article is what 
we now know, botanically, as Theo- 
broma Cacao. They first roasted the 
seeds, and then ground them to powder 
on the surface of a flat stone. One of 
the early writers says: 

“The name chocolatte is an Indian 
name, and is compounded from atte, as 
some say, or, as others, atle, which, in 
the Mexican language, ‘signifieth water, 
and from the sound which the water 
(wherein is put the chocolatte) makes, as 
choco, choco, choco, when it is stirred in a 
cup by an instrument called molinet, or 
molinillo, until it bubble or rise unto a 
froath,.” 

The Fruit of the Cocoa Tree. 


The pod of the plant is irregular and 
angular, and much like some forms of 
cucumbers, but more pointed at the low- 
er extremity, and more distinctly grooved. 
It measures in length nine inches to a 
foot, or even more, and about half as 
much in diameter. The color when 
young is green, becoming later dark yel- 
low, or yellowish-brown. The rind is 
thick and tough. The pod is filled with 
closely-packed beans or seeds, imbedded 
in a mass of cellular tissue, sometimes of 
pleasant sub-acid taste. The seeds are 
about as large as ordinary almonds, 
whiteish when fresh, and of a disagree- 
able bitter taste. When dried they be- 
come brown. The fruits are about four 
months in ripening, but they appear and 
mature the whole year through. In 
point of fact, however, there are chief 
harvests, usually in early spring, but this 
varies with different countries. The tree 
grows to the average height of thirteen 
feet, and from five to eight inches in 
diameter. 

There are two varieties of the cocoa 
tree cultivated in Venezuela, known as 
El Criolla and El Trinitario. The former, 
though not so prolific nor as early fruit- 
ing as the latter, is yet superior to it in 
size, color, sweetness, and oleaginous 
properties. El Criolla beans are quoted 
at $28 to $30 per “fanega” (110 pounds), 
while El Trinitario beans command but 
about half that price. 


Where the Tree Grows. 


The cocoa tree requires an average 
temperature of 80 degrees Fahrenheit, 
consequently the area of cultivation is 
comparatively restricted. A moist soil 
and humid atmosphere are also requisite 
to its successful cultivation. Therefore 
the lands along the coast of the Carrib- 
bean Sea, sloping from the mountain tops 
to the shore, bedewed by the exhalations 
of the sea, and irrigated by the numerous 
rivulets that course down the valleys, are 
in all respects well adapted to its culti- 
vation. 


How the Trees Are Cultivated. 


A cocoa plantation is set in quite the 
same manner as an apple orchard, ex- 
cept that the young stalks may be trans- 
planted from the nursery after two 
months’ growth. No preparation of the 
soil is deemed necessary, and no ma- 
nures are applied. The young trees are 





planted about fifteen feet apart, about two 
hundred to the acre. Between each co- 
coa tree is planted a “bucare” tree, which 
is a tree of rapid growth, and serves to 
shade the soil and to shield the young 
trees from the torrid sun. Small perma- 
nent trenches must be maintained from 
tree to tree throughout the entire Jength 
of the rows, so that at least once a week 
the stream descending from the moun- 
tains may be turned into the roots. 

At the age of five years the plantation 
begins to bear fruit, and to yield two 
crops a year—the first, which ripens in 
June, being known as the crop of “San 
Juan,” and that maturing at Christmas 
being termed the crop of ‘La Navidad.” 
The average age to which the trees at- 
tain, under proper care, may be esti- 
mated at forty years. 


How the Beans Are Gathered. 


In gathering, the workman is careful 
to cut down only fully-ripened pods, 
which he adroitly accomplishes with a 
long pole, armed at its extremity with 
two prongs or a knife. The pods are 
left in a heap on the ground for about 
twenty-four hours after being cut; they 
are then cut open, and the seeds are 





French and Dutch Guiana, and the West 
Indies, also to some extent in Africa, 
Java and Ceylon. 


Constituents of the Bean. 


The kernel of the cocoa bean consists 
of two large cotyledons or seed-leaves, 
reddish-gray or reddish-brown, with a 
shining oily surface; the whole crushing 
easily into a loose mass of fragments. 
The kernel, when dry, has a minute, 
tough, almost stony _ radicle, which 
separates easily from the cotyledons. Mi- 
croscopic examination shows that the 
cells of the seed-leaves contain albumen, 
oily matters—sometimes in a crystalline 
condition—crystals in an entirely different 
shape, starch, coloring substances in re- 
ceptacles known as pigment-cells and 
ducts with spiral markings. The starch 
grains have no characteristic form or 
markings; they are generally spherical 
and simple. The only peculiarity worth 
mentioning is the relative slowness with 
which they are acted on by hot water and 
by iodine. The coloring substances are 
mainly of a carmine or violet color, and 
are distinguished by the change of shade 
when an alkali is added, becoming there- 
by darker. These are the only structural 





‘““CLAVING’’ THE COCOA BEANS. 


taken out and carried in baskets to the 
place where they undergo the operation 
of sweating or curing. There the acid 
juice which accompanies the seeds is 
first drained off, after which they are 
placed in a sweating box, in which they 
are inclosed and allowed to ferment for 
some time, great care being taken to 
keep the temperature from rising too 
high. The fermenting process is in 
some cases effected by throwing the 
seeds into holes or trenches in the 
ground and covering them with earth or 
clay. The seeds in this process, which 
is called “claying,” are occasionally stir- 
red to keep the fermentation from pro- 
ceeding too violently. The sweating is 
a process which requires the very great- 
est attention and experience, as on it, to 
a great extent, depends the flavor of the 
seeds and their fitness for preservation. 
The length of time required by the opera- 
tion varies according to the state of the 
weather, but a period of about two days 
yields the best results. Thereafter the 
seeds are exposed to the sun for drying, 
and those of a fine quality should then 
assume a warm, reddish tint. The cocoa 
tree is cultivated in Venezuela, Brazil, 
Ecuador, Gautemala, Hayti, Colombia, 


elements which a pure powder or paste 
of chocolate should show under the mi- 
croscope. Any other substances must be 
recognized as accidental or intentional 
additions. 

All seeds of whatever kind contain as a 
part of their substance the matter of 
which cell-walls are made, namely cellu- 
lose. The percentage differs in different 
seeds, in those of the chocolate plant be- 
ing about three in the hundred. Cellulose 
has the same chemical composition as 
starch, but its physical properties are not 
the same; it is entirely insoluble in boil- 
ing water. Starch forms on an average 
eight to ten per cent of chocolate seeds. 
It consists of minute spherical grains, 
not distinguishable from that found in 
many other kinds of seeds. Traces of 
gum and of other allied bodies are also 
present in seeds. Albuminoids occur in 
the proportion of fifteen to twenty per 
cent. These albuminoids being com- 
pounds of nitrogen, are extremely nu- 
tritious and very readily digested. 

Cocoa-red occurs as a coloring-matter 
in small amounts. It is rendered dark by 
alkalies. Theobromine, the active prin- 
ciple of the cocoa-bean, constitutes less 
than one per cent of the weight of the 
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seeds. The ash left on completely burn- 
ing cocoa beans is not far from four per 
cent. Its composition is substantially 
that of the ash of seeds of other plants. 
Cocoa butter or oil constitutes not far 
from fifty per cent of good beans. The 
oil is remarkable for its freedom from 
rancidity, and its very bland character. 

The essentials of a perfect food are a 
certain amount of carbo-hydrates, of 
albuminoids and of certain mineral mat- 
ters. In cocoa, these three elements are 
combined in proper proportion to con- 
stitute a complete food; and there is, 
furthermore, added the active principle, 
Theobromine, which being a nerve stimu- 
lant, makes it at once an ideal article of 
diet. 


ties is largely due to the genius of Henry 
L. Pierce, who succeeded to the business 
in 1854, following the death of Walter 
Baker. From 1854, for the forty-one fol- 
lowing years, Mr. Pierce was the sole 
owner and manager. In 1895 the busi- 
ness was incorporated under the laws of 
Massachusetts as Walter Baker & Co., 
Limited, with J. Frank Howland as presi- 
dent. Mr. Howland had been connected 
with the business for some thirty odd 
years prior to the formation of the stock 
company. 

This company has accumulated an im- 
mense volume of interesting information 
concerning the cacao bean and the choco- 
late industry generally, and from this 
storehouse of knowledge has been culled 





FRUIT AND FLOWER OF THEOBROMA CACAO. 


Ten years before the battle of Bunker 
Hill there was begun in the town of Dor- 
chester, in Massachusetts, the manufac- 
ture of chocolate. James Hannon, the 
founder of this novel enterprise, was an 
Irishman who had learnt the business of 
chocolate-making in London. He met 
with a moderate degree of success, and 
during all the stormy period following 
the inception of his venture, may be said 
to have progressed in a small way. In the 
year 1780, the business thus established 
came into the hands of Dr. James Baker, 
and eventually became the property of his 
grandson, Walter Baker. The present 
plant covers a space of forty acres, and 
represents a floor-space of 315,000 square 
feet. This great development of facili- 


the data and illustrations for this 
article. The statement is made that 
cocoa is an ideal article of diet, but to be 
truly ideal it must be properly prepared. 
We do not try to render the albuminoids 
of wheat and other grains soluble by 
means of ammonia, soda or potash, nor 
the albuminoids of egg and meat by the 
addition of caustic or carbonated alkalies. 
And yet chemical processes analogous to 
these have been devised, and are some- 
times used in the manufacture of choco- 
late. The ideal method consists of the 
complete unlocking by natural, mechani- 
cal means, of all the virtues of the seeds. 
Probably nowhere in the world is this 
ideal method better exemplified than in 
the works and in the products of Walter 
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Baker & Co., a concern which from a par- 
ticularly modest beginning has now 
reached such proportions that its plant at 
Dorchester has become one of the show 
places of the State. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


All the Lloyds Practical Druggists. 


To the Editor: 


Sir: I have read with interest your 
very complimentary reference to our 
house, page 229, current Druccitst. 

In one particular, however, your cor- 
respondent has been led into an error. 
He states that C. G. Lloyd was once a 
practicing attorney. The fact is, he has 
been in the drug business since he was 
twelve years of age and has never been 
out of it. He served as an apprentice, 
became a clerk and appeared before the 
old examining board of Cincinnati, and 
received his certificate as a druggist be- 
fore the Ohio pharmaceutical law was 
passed. He registered as a druggist at 
the first meeting of the board, and has 
kept his certificate ever since. 

We rather pride ourselves (we three) in 
that we are all drilled in the retail drug 
business, and from boyhood have been 
continuously in the business. 

I have a brother-in-law who is an at- 
torney, which fact probably confused your 
correspondent. 

With kind regards and thanking you 
for your very kind notice, I am, sincerely 


yours, Joun Uri Lioyp. 
CinctnnaTI, Ohio, October 16th, 1897. 





Money for the A. Ph. A. 


To the Editor: 


Sir: I have the pleasure to announce 
the receipt from the Committee on Ar- 
rangements of the late meeting of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association at 
Lake Minnetonka, Minn., the sum of 
$42.06 as a donation to the Association 
treasury. 

. A. D. SuHEepparpD, Treasurer. 

Boston, Nov. 4, 1897. 


Hecktograph Mass. 
(Sudd. Apoth. Zeit.) 





Glycerin 

The three ingredients are allowed to 
macerate for twenty-four hours and then 
warmed on a water bath until a uniform 
mass is obtained. This is then poured 
into the mold, care being taken to avoid 
the formation of air bubbles. 

In using the hecktograph, the surface 
should be moistened with water and the 
excess removed by laying a piece of blot- 
ting paper on it. This should be done 
before the original writing is transferred 
to the mass. Where any difficulty is ex- 
perienced in removing traces of writing 
from the mass, the surface should be 
wiped off with a sponge moistened with 
water containing a small portion of hy- 
drochloric acid. 


We should guard against getting into 
the drug rut. We ought to know a good 
deal more than the drug business. We 
have a right, and it is our duty, to be gen- 
erally intelligent upon all subjects. The 
druggist possessed of general knowledge, 
will be the best and most successful one. 
—C. E. Corcoran. 
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We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for 
information bearing on pharmacy or any of its allied topics, 
and cordially invite our friends to make use of this column. 

The name and address of the inquirer must accompany the 
communication, not for publication, but to assure attention, as 
we make ita rule to pay no regard to anonymous correspond- 


ence. 


When sending for the formula of any unusual compound, 
the query should be accompanied with information regarding 
the locality in which it is used, its uses and reputed effect. 
When it can conveniently be done, a specimen of the labels used 


on packages of the compound should also be sent. 


4 





Areca-Nut Tooth Paste._N. B.—The 
following is an approved formula: 


Precipitated chalk ......cccccccce 8 ozs. 
Powdered areca nut .......++++00- 4 ozs. 
White castile soap ......csccccoee 2 ozs. 
Powdered orris root ..........+:- 4 ozs. 
Bole Armenian (finely levigated) % oz. 
NLS 5 ccs sch wicloa iow wieusiiciess 2% fi 


Rose water 
Otto of rose 
Oil of clove 





Glycerin and Honey Jelly.—_N. B.— 
We give two formulas, either of which 
will be found useful: 





BRU INE aos wu'sesissecieyeunnnivos 2. ars 
English honey . - S&S ats 
Glycerin .-..... « &. Ota. 
Olive oil .... 216 ozs 
PRET OIE. Sean essicinicneswoncee ss 244 ozs. 
CDOT DUE. .owieisee oes s000ss eee 5 dps 
SIGEIED: WOE. vnsecccsenscseccece 30 ps 


Dissolve the honey in the glycerin and 
water mixed; mix the oils and stir them 
gradually into the other mixture. 

Russian isinglass 
Clarified honey 
Glycerin 
Distilled water 
UE eS a ee 

Dissolve the honey and isinglass in the 
water by aid of gentle heat; strain while 
hot, and finally add the _ previously- 
warmed glycerin, and the perfume. 


Rose Cold Cream.—N. B.—The form- 


ula which follows is preferred by many 
to the official formula: 


Oe e ee eee eee ree errr e errr 





Spermacetti 
Glycerin 
Oil of bergamot 
Oil of lemon 
Oil of geranium ... 
Oil of neroli 
Oil of cinnamon 
Rose water 


ere eee ee eee ee eee eee ery) 





The Right of Grocers to Sell Qui- 
nine.—S.—A grocer, or other unlicensed 
dealer, doing business in a village of New 
York State, in which there is a licensed 
pharmacist, has no legal right to sell 
quinine pills. If you will send the name 
of the offending party to E. S. Dawson, 
Jr., Syracuse, N. Y., the State Board of 
Pharmacy will enforce the law. 

Hypodermic Solution of Celandine.— 
K.—Dr. N.N. Denisenko of Brjansk, inthe 
Orel Government, Russia, uses the fol- 


lowing solution in the treatment of can- 
cer. He mixes the dried extract of cel- 
andine (chelidonium majus) with an 
equal quantity of distilled water in a 
test-tube, filters the mixture through ab- 
sorbent cotton, and heats it over an al- 
cohol flame till the fluid bubbles up a 
few times. This sterilized fluid is in- 
jected hypodermically in the vicinity of 
the tumor. 

Chocolate Emulsion of Cod Liver Oil. 
—R. T.—The formula for this emulsion 
was published about a year ago in this 
journal, having been contributed by a 
member of the Kings County Pharma- 
ceutical Society at one of the stated 
meetings. 

Decoction of Irish moss (2 to 100). 5 ozs. 


RINE OU. ssn diadcapeceee tesececson 8 ozs. 
RI ct aaiiea tcchacwusicesceuice 2 ozs. 
Powdered chocolate ......cccccccses 1 oz. 


Essence of vanilla 

Triturate the powdered chocolate with 
mucilage, and heat until a uniform mixt- 
ure is obtained. When cold, add the cod 
liver oil and glycerin and beat up with 
an egg beater. 


Maraschino Liqueur.—L.—This cor- 


dial can be imitated to a nicety by using 
the following mixture: 





Grammes. 
PGR UCITY WOUET io sivieicisccedeesesseseia 360.0 
Rose water ....ccsecee - 48.0 
Orange flower water . 120.0 
Bitter Almond water . - 150.0 
Tincture of vanilla ... - 3.0 
POGUES. CUE 6. cccecccecs 0.25 
PRON) cccwcn se cescacen cesesecccadae® 400.0 
RRS BUEN, i yc cigcinecvesexecseceuios 400.0 
OOF TOBIN a cia di eakics vexieeesacace swans 1 drp 


The order of mixing the above ingredi- 
ents determines to some extent the per- 
fection of flavor, and druggists need no 
instruction on this point. 

Shampoo Liquids.—M. W.—In addi- 
tion to the formulas already quoted in 
previous numbers, we print the following, 
which has been recently published: 


White. Castile soap ..:.sscvs<s 200 parts 
Alcohol (80 per cent) ......... 1,000 parts 
Potassium carbonate ......... 12 parts. 


Dissolve the soap in the alcohol by 
constant shaking in a wide-mouthed bot- 
tle, with the application of heat from a 
water bath, and when dissolved, add the 
potassium carbonate. The solution may 
be slightly tinted with saffron or rosana- 
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line and then perfumed; allow it to stand 
for several days and then filter. 


A Good Shampoo Perfume for the 
above preparation may be obtained by 
mixing 10 parts of tincture of vanilla, 20 
of tincture of orris, 20 of extract of rose, 
and 50 of extract of orange flowers. 


Glass Etching Solution._J. A. K. 
submits the subjoined directions for the 
preparation of an etching fluid for glass 
tumblers, etc., and asks us to give direc- 
tions for mixing, and the quantity of in- 
gredients to be used. The formula reads: 


GLASS ETCHING SOLUTION. 


A mixture is made of ammonium 
fluoride, sodium chloride and sodium car- 
bonate, and then placed in a gutta percha 
bottle containing fuming hydrofluoric 
and concentrated sulphuric acids. In an- 
other lead vessel potassium fluoride is 
mixed with hydrofluoric acid, and a little 
of this solution is added to the former, 
along with a little sodium silicate and 
ammonia. This solution, patented in 
Germany, by Meth & Kreitner, may be 
used with a rubber stamp. 

The above is evidently taken from a 
patented specification and we cannot 
guess at the quantities used by the inven- 
tors. 


The fluid commonly used for etching 
glass tumblers is made as follows: 





Sodium fluoride ... ie Oe 
Glacial acetic acid --- 10 drs. 
OE dcawannnkcavtdacnddeundeceuase 25 ozs. 


Dissolve the sodium fluoride in water, 
and add the acetic acid. 

The article to be etched is first coated 
with etching varnish, which is scratched 
off where a pattern is desired, and then 
immersed in the solution. The fluid is 
sometimes applied by means of a rubber 
stamp. 

Another formula is the following: 

Mix equal parts of ammonium fluoride 
and barium sulphate, and mix to a soft 
paste with hydrofluoric acid immediately 
before using. 


The Glow-Worm an X-Ray 
Apparatus. 


The glow-worm’s light is said to have 
been shown to be due to the emission of 
rays similar to the Roentgen rays. Three 
hundred glow-worms were caught near 
Kioto and placed before photographic 
plates screened from the light by several 
thicknesses of black paper, together with 
plates of brass, copper and aluminum. A* 
piece of cardboard with a hole in it was 
placed between the metal and the photo- 
graphic plate, and for two days the ar- 
rangement was kept in a dark chamber 
sheltered from all foreign lights. On de- 
veloping the plate, however, it was found 
to be blackened, except the part opposite 
the hole in the cardboard. The rays of 
the glow-worm would appear, therefore, 
to penetrate metal and excite luminosity 
in cardboard. When there is nothing be- 
tween the sensitive plate and the glow- 
worm the rays are said to behave like or- 
dinary light, but in traversing some 
metals and cardboard they seem to ac- 
quire properties like that of the X-rays, 
or it may be that the glow-worm emits X 
as well as ordinary rays. This account 
savors somewhat of the improbable, and 
in regard to the latter part of it, there 
may be a third explanation. 
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ADVERTISING AID. 
HOW, WHEN AND WHERE TO ADVERTISE. 


Practical Hints and Suggestions. Construction and Criticism of Advertisements, 


IN CHARGE OF ULYSSES G. MANNING. 


The department editor will be pleased to criticise any advertisements 
submitted and to suggest improvements. Questions answered and adviee 


given. 


Our readers are cordially invited to avail themselves of this help. 





CHRISTMAS ADVERTISING. 


OU had better begin your holiday 
advertising at once. Three weeks 
before Christmas is none too early. 

By directing attention to your goods 
before other dealers commence _ to 
advertise, you gain a distinct ad- 
vantage. You start people to think- 
ing about the matter and you can 
direct and influence their thinking to your 
own advantage. A little later there will 
be a deluge of holiday advertising and 
what you say may be practically lost in 
the universal clamor. By starting now 
you may induce many people to select 
your goods who would otherwise go else- 
where. There will not be much buying 
at once, but by starting your advertising 
early and hammering away you will make 
such an impression that people will think 
of you first when they do start to buying. 

Talk the advantages of early buying. 
There are plenty of reasons why pur- 
chases should be made 
before the rush. People 
know it and you can in- 
duce some early trade. 
Talk just as earnestly as though you were 
addressing an individual customer. Point 
out the fact that shopping is a disagree- 
able task after holiday trade is fairly 
under way; that now they can buy leis- 
urely and carefully; that your assortment 
is complete and there is opportunity for 
wider choice than will be possible later. 
Offer to lay aside goods if an installment 
is paid on them; agree to deliver goods 
whenever the customer desires; offer to 
pack and ship goods that are to be sent 
away. Show that you want to be of 
service to help in their Christmas buying. 

Do live advertising, change your ads 
oftener than usual, and if your stock jus- 
tifies it, increase the size of your news- 
paper space. Do a little hard thinking 





WHAT TO SAY. 


and so organize your advertising cam- 
paign that every possible buyer will be 


reached. This will probably call for some- 
thing more than newspaper advertising. 
If you carry several hundred dollars’ 
worth of holiday goods, issue a booklet 
as soon as possible and distribute it thor- 
oughly. Start it out with some strong 
argument as to the quality and prices of 
your goods. Follow this up with a little 
talk on the most desirable presents for 
ladies, adding a more or less complete list 
of the goods you carry. Then talk pres- 
ents for men, for children, etc. Quote 
prices if you can and if in mentioning 
some article of stock there is a chance 
for a little argument as to its special de- 
sirability, do not fail to put it in. Your 
booklet will be effective in the degree 
that it is actually helpful to buyers. Ad- 
vertising is more carefully read at holiday 
time than at any other time of the year. 

If your stock is small, a circular or 
folder can be employed. Have it neat 
and get out enough of 
them to thoroughly cover 
the field. Make good 
use of your windows. 
Change them every day and don’t crowd 
them. Put in one line of goods at a time. 
Goods for men, goods for women, goods 
for children. Use signs in connection as 
far as possible. One of my clients who 
has two good windows changed both of 
them every day last year for weeks be- 
fore Christmas. , 

Put cigars and smokers’ supplies in one 
with a sign: 


FOR SMALL 
STOCKS. 


eee eee eee eee ee ee ee ee 





This was followed up with books, stat- 
ionery, candies, toilet articles, brushes, 
fancy soaps, shaving supplies, etc. Some 
of them were repeated once or twice with 
change in arrangement, and there is no 
question but what the expenditure of time 
and labor was amply repaid. 

I observed the workings of several 
schemes last year in connection with 
holiday advertising, and 
one of them was so much 
of a success that it is 
worth mentioning here, 
although the plan is not a new one and 
has been mentioned before in these col- 
umns. It is still new in many places and 
druggists in towns where it has not been 
employed had better consider it. It will 
be useful only to those whose holiday 
stock is quite extensive. The plan is to 
make an arrangement with the ladies’ so- 
cieties of various churches, benevolent 
orders, etc., agreeing to give them 5 to 
10 per cent of the sales on certain days. 
Each organization has its day and is to 
appoint committees to drum up trade and 
also a committee to assist in the store on 
the designated day. Reserve the last 
few days before Christmas for your own 
special trade, but in order to stimulate ef- 
fort among the various societies, offer to 
give the one whose sales were largest on 
its special day, an additional 5 per cent of 
the sales the day before Christmas. As 
a rule the women will hustle for business; 
in many places they have taken space in 
the papers for themselves, issued circu- 
lars, etc. At any rate you are pretty sure 
to get the trade of the members of each 
church or organization, and, best of all, 
your store will secure a _ tremendous. 
amount of free advertising. 

Variations of this plan will occur to you 
if you think it over, or perhaps some en- 
tirely new scheme will suggest itself by 
studying the principles that have made. 
the old plan a success. 


ez et 
Criticism and Comment. 


A GOOD SCHEME. 





Serial Advertising. 
Editor Business Hints: 
Sir— ave mailed to you one of & 
series of cards that I issue every week, 


and mail to about 125 of the best people of our 
city. The color of the card and the subject is 
changed every time. This is number five of the 
series, which will consist of ten numbers, ex- 
tending over a period of ten weeks; by that 
time a change will be appreciated, and I will 
endeavor to furnish it. The scheme appears all 
right to me, and I believe is bound to bring 
business. I do not expect that all the lame, 
halt and blind will immediately appear at my 
store as soon as they receive this card, but 
believe the brief talk every week about some 
article in the store is going to make a favorable 
impression in time. Were I to send out one 
issue and then quit, I believe it would be money 
thrown away. What is your opinion of the 
plan, Mr. Manning? 

I also use space in our weekly paper, employ- 
ing ads that treat of some different subject 
from that used on the cards. 

James A. SMITH. 
Braidwood, Ill. 


The plan is all right. The cards used 
by Mr. Smith are a little larger than an 
ordinary postal card. They bear the ad~ 























dress and a one-cent stamp on one side, 
and an ad. in two colors on the other. 
The subject of the ad. sent me is Porous 
Plasters, and Mr. Smith has dipped into 
realism by attaching a small niece of 
plaster to each card. There is no doubt 
whatever that such a card will attract 
attention and secure a reading. Every 
one sent.out will hit the mark, and, there- 
fore, subjects should be carefully selected. 
There is no reason why the plan should 
nct be continued for more than ten weeks 
provided the advertiser has something 
new and interesting to say. I know of 
other firms who do similar advertising 
and after a half dozen or more cards are 
sent out, the intervals between them are 
gradually lengthened to two weeks and 
finally toa month. The only point open 
to criticism in Mr. Smith’s plan is the 
number sent out. There are certainly 
more than 125 families which it is desir- 
able to reach. If it is going to pay to 
send to 125 it ought to pay to send to 250 
or more, and by not doing it the adver- 
tiser deprives himself of just that much 
benefit. They ought to be sent to every 
family that the advertiser desires to reach, 
whether the number is 100 or 1,000. There 
is room for improvement in the matter 
on Mr. Smith’s card. It starts with a 
few lines of verse, which had better have 
been omitted, for they have no advertis- 
ing value and hence waste the space. It 
would have been better to have used the 
space for prices, telling people just what 
each of the mentioned plasters cost. Spe- 
cial prices are not required, but regular 
prices should be given as a mere matter 
‘of information. 


et Fe 
Booklets Should Be Small. 


C. H. J. writes as follows:—I have read your 
articles in the AMERICAN Drucaist, and I think 
they are the most instructive, practical and in- 
teresting of any that appear in drug papers. I 
enclose a booklet I have just had printed. As 
I intend to issue a series of three or four on 
different drug store topics, I should like to 
have them as near perfect as possible. Any ad- 
vice or instruction you can give me I shall ap- 
preciate. Please suppress my name, as I don’t 
care to have my plans revealed before they are 
executed. 

I advise you to reduce the size of your 
pages and put in more of them if neces- 
sary. Your booklet has a padded look, 
owing to the amount of blank space and 
the large display on the last four pages. 
You will save enough by reducing the 
size to pay for printing in colors, which 
would make the job much more attract- 
ive. The matter on the first four inside 
pages is good. On the remaining pages 
there are too many display lines. Too 
many lines strike the eye at once and the 
attention is not focused on anything in 
particular. In your next booklet, do not 
try to cover so much ground. Take only 
a few of your most seasonable prepara- 
tions and talk them hard. There is a lack 
of argument in most places where your 
own specialties are advertised. 


Carrying a Maxim Too Far. 


An American who had left his native 
country to travel in Europe, with the 
maxim, “When in Rome do as the Ro- 
mans do” well in mind, found himself in 
Marseilles. He wanted some ice cream 
and went to a restaurant and ordered it. 
“What flavor will you have?” asked the 
waiter. The American hesitated a mo- 
ment, and then remembered his maxim. 
“Oh, garlic, I suppose,” he answered.— 
Troy Times. 
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THE WAY THEY SAY IT. 


I. Stowell, 1067 Washington street, 
Boston, is distributing cards advertising 
“Uncle Sam’s Kidney T.” One corner 
of the card is occupied by a cut of Uncle 
Sam in characteristic attitude. The fol- 
lowing fills the body of the card: 

If you have a lame back. 

If you are too fat. 

If your children wet the bed. 

If you have stone in the bladder. 
If you have the gravel. 

If your ankles swell. 

If you have Bright’s disease. 

One package of ‘Uncle Sam’s Kidney T”’ will 
relieve, and four will cure you or no pay. 

C. A. Siegemund, Tremont street, Bos- 
ton, reverses the usual order and his hot 
soda signs read: “Chocolate Hot,” “Beef 
Tea Hot,” etc. 


William R. Greene, Westminster street, 
Providence, R. I., makes use of this odd 
combination: “Open-All-Night Drug- 
gist. 


“Protect your skin from cold winds by 
using 20-30-2 cold cream,” is the way 
Joseph L. Parker, of 232 Tremont street, 
Boston, advertises, by placard, this emol- 
lient dressing. 


Gardner & Perry, Norfolk street, Dor- 
chester, Mass., say on a circular recently 
issued: ‘We buy goods as cheap as we 
can, quality always considered,” and “we 
take especial pains with prescriptions, re- 
membering always that due care and pre- 
cision often saves a life.” 


“Cigars To Burn” is the way C. P. 
Jaynes & Co., 50 Washington street, Bos- 
ton, make their cigar display. 


Andrew P. Preston, Portsmouth, N. 
H., better known from his persistent ad- 
herence to the combination, “Preston of 
New Hampshire,” is, as he says of him- 
self, “at it again.” He is one of the ex- 
hibitors at the Boston Food Fair and is 
mailing postal cards to the drug trade in 
which he says: ‘We are at it again and 
hope to meet many of your customers at 
the Food Fair. We are pushing hard 
on.” Then follows a list of his special- 
ties and he concludes with this invitation: 
“Why won’t you call upon us?” In the 
corner of the card is the following: 

“Present this card at Preston’s Booth, No. 
140, Exhibition Hall, and let us have the 
= of giving you a sample box of the 

ortsmouth Throat Helpers. 

The Lewis Drug Co., junction of Port- 
land and Merrimac streets, has a window 
display devoted to disinfectants. It con- 
sists of canned “potash,” copperas, chlor- 
ide of lime, sulphur candles and bottles of 
the firm’s disinfectant. Over the potash 
is a placard which reads as follows: “Look 
out for your sink spout, the hot bed of 
fever, clean it out with potash, 10c. lb.” 
Above the sulphur candles is a larger sign 
in which appears “Yellow fever near our 
homes;” below this is a picture cut from 
a daily paper of a fever-stricken ship re- 
cently quarantined in this city. The dis- 
infecting fluid was marked like this: 
“Lewis’ Disinfectant Kills Yellow Fever 
Germs.” 


THE WAY THEY DO IT. 


Cc. A. Siegemund, Ph. G., Tremont 
street, Boston, has a display of sea salt in 
one of his windows. Near the window 
is a large box filled with salt and marked 
with big black paper letters: “Mediterran- 
ean Sea Salt.” In the rear are tastefully 
arranged packages of this article marked 
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like this: “Physicians recommend sea salt 
baths at this season. It hardens the flesh, 
quickens the circulation and lessens the 
liability to catch cold. We are selling 
the best quality of Mediterranean Sea Salt 
at 20c. per package.” 


The bulletining of seasonable goods by 
the use of blackboards in front of the 
store, as mentioned in the last number of 
this journal, is meeting with favor in 
Boston. King’s store, junction of Dud- 
ley street and Blue Hill avenue, is one of 
the latest to adopt the idea. 


George B. Evans, the well-known drug- 
gist, of Philadelphia, frequently adver- 
tises certain goods which he manufac- 
tures, by presenting each customer with a 
sample; during the past few weeks he has 
given away large quantities of cucumber 
cream, and small bottles of perfumes. 


Long & Genois, of Twelfth and Chest- 
nut streets, Philadelphia, have made a 
number of improvements in their store, 
and to place their Buffalo Lithia water 
before the public, small samples are given 
to those who wish to test its qualities. 


Crothers & Bros., who conduct the 
drug stores at Twentieth street and Fair- 
mount avenue, and Eighth street and 
Girard avenue, Philadelphia, make friends 
with the children by presenting such pur- 
chasers with small sticks of candy. In 
this way they win their good will, which 
means to them considerable increase of 
business in the course of the year. 


“Husking Time” are the words which 
appear on a large placard in the store of 
E. F. Jaynes & Co., 877 Washington 
street, Boston. The next glance dis- 
closes a tastefully arranged display of the 
firm’s corn cure. In front of this stack 
of bottles, and next to the window, are a 
number of pairs of narrow-toed boots. 
Smaller signs inform the reader that this 
style of shoe can be worn with comfort 
by users of the corn cure, also that corns 
on both feet are cured for 15 cents. 


A well-known spirit merchant in Dub- 
lin advertised in one of the Irish papers 
that he had still a small quantity of the 
whisky on sale “that was drunk by the 
Prince of Wales while in Dublin.” 


Free Articles Attract Them. 


Most women will walk a block extra 
in order to get a fan that they may appro- 
priate to their personal use—that becomes 
their very own when they get outside the 
store with it. Even a cent’s worth of 
something for nothing has an attractive 
ness for most women they can not over- 
come.—Keystone. 





Perspiration Poisonous. 


The toxic properties of perspiration 
have been made the subject of a commu- 
nication to the Paris Academy of Sciences 
by Professor Arloing. The moisture ex- 
tracted from the shirt of a market gar- 
dener, and from the glove of a lady, 
heated by dancing, produced alike severe 
symptoms of poisoning when injected 
into a rabbit. He also discovered that the 
perspiration caused by active exercise 
was much more toxic than that eliminated 
by the Turkish bath. M. Berthelot, in 
the course of the discussion which ensued 
upon the paper, stated that the ancients 
employed the sweat of horses for poison- 
ing their arrows. 
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The Programme Nuisance. 


If there were a Merchants’ Almanac, 
and if its publisher knew his business, we 
would find this warning printed at the top 
of the October page: “About this time, 
look out for the programme man.’ 

Nearly every merchant in the land has, 
says Leroy Fairman in Printers’ Ink, to 
contend with the programme man. "He 
will be on hand in a few days, and he will 
drop in almost every day for the next six 
months. And every visit means one more 
gray hair for the merchant’s head. 

The programme man is 


A Serious Prcblem, 


because he is not a man who can be 
snubbed with impunity. He is a man of 
importance. He is a good customer, and 
has money and influence. He does not 
come, hat in hand, asking for favors. He 
bears the air of one who simply demands 
his rights. 

He is the president or secretary of the 
Sons and Daughters of the Seven Wise 
Virgins. That popular organization will 
soon hold a fair, or a concert, or a festi- 
val. He spreads before the unfortunate 
merchant a “dummy” programme which 
is nearly ten-tenths advertising space. It 
costs the merchant anywhere from five 
to fifty dollars for a space,and the reasons 
why he should buy a large space are fully 
set forth to him by the eloquent pro- 
gramme man. Wherever he may be, and 
however often he may turn up, his meth- 
ods are always the same. 


He Is a Blackmailer, Pure and Simple. 


Everything he says is calculated to im- 
press the merchant with the fact that if he 
doesn’t buy space in that programme, the 
society of the Sons and Daughters will 
patronize somebody else. He may not 
say this in so many words, but he makes 
his meaning perfectly clear. 

Now, what is the merchant to do? Near- 
ly everybody i in town belongs to some so- 
ciety or other, and every society sooner 
or later has some money-making scheme 
on foot which calls for one of those dis- 
tressing programmes. To refuse all pro- 
gramme adv ertising means, it appears, to 
make an enemy in nearly every house. 
To advertise in these programmes means 
just so much money thrown away, and it 
costs a lot of money in the course of a 
season. He clearly can’t afford it. But 
what shall he say to the programme man? 

He will not go far wrong if he says 
something like this: 

“IT am very sorry, Mr. Smith, but the 
advertising rules of our store 


Bar All Programmes. 


We were forced to make such a rule and 
to make it inviolable. We learned from 
experience that programme advertising 
brings no results, and, of course, it was a 
business necessity to discontinue it. We 
are obliged to enforce the rule in every 
case, for if we violate it in one instance, 
we could not consistently refuse the next 
applicant. He would be justified in feel- 
ing hurt if we did. 

“Yes, I know that you and many others 
of your society are good friends and cus- 
tomers of ours. I sincerely hope you will 
remain good friends and customers. But, 
to be frank with you, you are our custom- 
ers in your own interests, not for social 
reasons. You buy of us because it pays 
you to do so. We would not expect you 


to patronize us at a loss, and you should 
not expect us to buy anything from you 
that is of no use to us. 
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“Your society is a most worthy one, 
and I am anxious to see it succeed. I am 
willing to do anything in my power to 
help it, if I can do so without breaking 
business rules that experience has taught 
me are both wise and necessary. You say 
that your fair commences on the 23d; rest 
assured that I will not forget it.’ 

If you talk in this sensible, but kindly, 
way to the programme man you will get 
rid of him without making an enemy of 
him. And if his society is a worthy one, 
do something for its fair, or concert, or 
whatever it may be. Donate something 
to be raffled or voted for. Fit up a booth 
or furnish fans, or ice cream, or some- 


TOP! 
ANGER? 








(No. 1.) 
IN COLD WEATHER don’t neg- 


lect Coughs and Colds. Over 
100,000 persons die annually in this 
country from diseases which began 
with a slight cough. We have a 
Cough Medicine which, if taken at 
the right time, may save your life. 
If your cold is serious, go to the doc- 
tor; if only slight, a few doses of our 
own Cough Mixture will no doubt 
set you right. 


A Large Bottle costs 25 cents. 


W. WILSON & CO., 


HIGH AND MARKET STS. 





thing of that sort. Then you will not only 
be of substantial aid, but you will get a 
whole lot of really good advertising. The 
newspapers will mention you, and the 
members of the society will feel most 
kindly towards you. It will be money 
well spent. Every merchant can afford to 
spend money to gain the reputation of a 
liberal, generous, warm-hearted man, but 
to be known as an easy mark will bring 
no business to his counters. 

If you weakly yield to the programme 
man, both he and his society will feel 
that ‘they owe you nothing. You bought 





Electrotypes of this illustration will be mailed on 
receipt of 50 cents, Order by number. 





space in their programme, and you got 
what you paid for. But if you give them 
something outright they will feel that 
they are in your debt, that you are inter- 
ested in them and that you are a good 
man to tie to. 


Business Maxims.” 
I 
Be punctual in keeping your appoint- 
ments. 
Remember that there is no such thing 
as a trifle. 
Be ambitious. 
Be in earnest. 
Do each day’s work during that day. 
Be honest from principle. 
Be hopeful and polite. 
Have faith in yourself. 
Put some enthusiasm into your work. 
When you are in doubt make a bold 
move. 
II. 


Advertise in as conspicuous a manner 
as possible. 

Tend to your business and do not let it 
grope its way. 

Instruct your clerks in such a manner 
that they may be able to impress the 
value of your goods upon the customer. 

To hold the trade, you must give them 
the worth of their money. 

Always sell your goods for what they 
are. Never overrate them in any way. 

Never advertise as a fire sale or sell- 
ing out at cost. The confidence of the 
people once lost i be hard to regain. 


Be strict in keeping your engagements. 

Do nothing carelessly. 

Employ nobody to do what you can 
easily do yourself. 

Leave nothing undone that ought to be 
done, and which circumstances permit 
you to do. 

Keep your designs and business from 
the view of others, yet be candid with all. 

Be prompt and decisive with customers, 
and do not overtrade your capital. 

Prefer short to long credit, and cash to 
credit at all times, either in buying or 
selling; also small profits in credit cases 
with little risk, to the chance of better 
gains with more hazard. 

Leave nothing of consequence to 
memory which ought to be reduced to 
wyiting. 

Keep copies of all important letters 
written, and have every letter, invoice, 
etc., belonging to the business titled, 
classed and put away. 

Never suffer your desk to be confused 
by many papers lying upon it, and keep 
everything in its proper place. 

Be always at the head of your business; 
if you leave it, it will leave you. 

Constantly examine your books, and 
see through all your affairs as far as care 
and attention will enable you. Bal- 
ance regularly at stated times, and make 
out and transmit accounts current to cus- 
tomers. 

Avoid as much as possible all sorts of 
accommodation in money matters. 

Be economical in expenditure, always 
living within your income. Keep a mem- 
orandum book in your pocket in which 
to note particulars relative to appoint- 
ments, addresses and petty cash matters. 

Be cautious how you become security 
for any person, and generous when urged 
by motives of humanity. 


* Contributed to the Iron Age by a Successful 
Merchant. 
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THAT DRUG STORE BOY. 


By M. Quap. 


HAD no complaints to make about 
the boy whom my family druggist 
had about his store up to six months 

ago. Indeed, we took to each other, and 
were chuck-a-luck in all things. It’s the 
boy who took his place—the long-haired, 
freckled-faced boy with the icy reserve— 
whom I have come to feel is doing me a 
rank injustice. It did not take me ten 
minutes to get acquainted with the other 
boy. My dog followed me into the place 
one day and pitched into the drug store 
cat, and between them they wrecked 
things for about ten minutes. I grinned 
and the boy chuckled. I laughed and 
he roared. There was a bond between 
us from that day on. 

When the new boy was new to his place 
and a stranger to me I used to lie in wait 
for him and tell him funny stories and 
expect to see him swing his hat and hear 
him roar with laughter. [he funniest thing 
I could get off would not even bring a 
smile to his face. After spending an hour 
with him on one occasion, telling him 
joke after joke, and while I was in the 
midst of a side-splitting story which I 
felt sure would fetch him at last, he rose 
up and quietly said: 

“Excuse me, sir, but I have to fill a 
gross of bottles with castor oil this even- 
ing.” 

When I found that our drug-store boy 
had nothing funny about him I tried his 
serious side. If I could not make him 
laugh I would try to make him weep. I 
told him sad and mournful stories for 
forty minutes by the clock, but he never 
heaved a sigh nor shed a tear. He sat 
and listened to me with an impassive 
countenance until I had talked out, and 
then he rose and quietly said: 

“If you have wind on your stomach I 
would advise you to take soda mints.” 

It was discouraging, but I hung on to 
that boy in hopes to draw him out and 
see what manner of boy he was. One day, 
when I found him arranging the sticky 
fly-paper, I asked him why they wouldn’t 
make good porous plasters? He looked 
up at me a little bewildered, but yet losing 
none of his dignity, and did not answer. 
It was two weeks later when he said to 


me: 

“T sold one to old Mrs. Adler for a 
porous plaster, sir, and she says they 
didn’t get up no itching.” It vexed me 
to find that the drug store boy was not 
like other boys. 

And I tried to put them up to pick a 
fuss with him. All held off but the gro- 
cer’s boy, fearing that he might be carry- 
ing a bottle of vitriol in his hind pocket 
to defend himself. The grocer’s boy 
said he’d tackle him for a quarter, but it 


wasn’t much of a tackle. He met the 
drug store boy at the door and started 
to knock his cap off, but he was looked 
down upon with such dignity and indif- 
ference that he backed off and bumped 
his head against a telegraph pole. Then 
I tried flattery to get closer. I told the 
drug store boy that his head was level 
and his horse sense remarkable. I 
praised him for his honesty, his energy 
and his ambition. For thirty minutes I 
soft-soaped him in all directions, and 
ended up with an offer to furnish him the 
capital to set up in business. He kept his 
eyes fixed on a box of camphor balls 
while I was talking, and he had nothing 
to say until I had finished. Then he 
arose and brought me half a dozen slip- 
pery elm troches and said they were 
awiully good for anybody who talked too 
much. 

I was still determined to get at that 
boy, and one day I left him three or four 
novels about pirates, Indians and boy de- 
tectives. There was no doubt in my mind 
that they would break down his reserve 
and win his confidence, but when I went 
in next day he was tearing up the novels 
to light a fire in the furnace. Next day 
I lett him a theatre ticket to a play in 
which no end of girls were abducted, half 
a dozen pirates hanged and a train of cars 
run off the track, and I felt sure I had 
caught him in my net. He didn’t have a 
word to say, pro or con., but a few days 
later I learned that he had given the ticket 
to a tramp who called at the store and 
tried to hit him for a nickel. 

It was months ago that I made up my 
mind that our drug store boy was unap- 
proachable, and that he would continue 
to hold me at arm’s length all our lives. 
Then I assumed the dignified impertur- 
bable demeanor which had characterized 
him from the first, and there is no hilar- 
iousness when we meet. If I enter the 
store for a corn cure I greet the drug- 
gist with a smile, and we talk of the 
weather, politics and all that, but if I 
enter and find the boy in charge we 
stiffly bow, transact business with hardly 
a word between us, and we realize that 
we can never be friends. It is all his 
fault. I admire him and long to chuck 
him under the chin and be friendly, but 
he stands me off. The other night, 
knowing that he was to come down to 
the house with a prescription, I cut the 
wire of the door-bell. He walked up the 
steps in his usual dignified way, gave a 
yank at the bell, and next moment he 
went head over heels down the steps. I 
ran out prepared to find him shocked out 
of his icy reserve and ready to make 
terms with me, but though he had busted 
both suspenders, torn his coat and barked 
— he drew himself up and frigidly 
said: 
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“Mr. Blank, I am sorry to say I have 
pulled down the front of your house. 
Please make out and present your bill of 
damages.” 

I am all right with the lawyer's boy, the 
grocer’s boy and the laundry boy, and 
I'd be all right with the drug store boy ii 
he’d only meet me half way. I have 
shown my readiness on dozens of occa- 
sions, but he continues to stand me off 
and withhold his confidence and friend- 
ship. He may be a determined boy, but 
I am also a determined man. Yesterday 
when I went in for a glass of root beer I 
made my last advances to him, and he 
must now take the consequences. I 
smiled at him, but he sent me back a 
stony stare. I poked him in the ribs, 
and he drew himself up like a crowbar. 
I winked at him and said I'd take a glass 
of root beer with a stick in it, and he 
drew the beer, dropped in a sliver off a 
box and looked coldly out of the window 
while I emptied the glass. 


An Aid in the Study of Materia 
Medica. 


A correspondent from the West sends 
us the following (more or less) rhymed 
arrangement of the longer botanical 
names of drugs, as having proven useful 
to him in memorizing the names. The 
meter and even the rhyme sometimes 
halt, but our correspondent has found the 
arrangement of value: 

Chondodendron tomentosum, 
Physostigma venonosum, 
Cimicifuga racemosa, 
Eriodictyon glutinosum, 
Matricaria chamomilla, 
Anemone pulsatilla, 
Chenopodium ambrosioides, 
Hedeoma pulegioides, 
Artemisia ponciflora, 
Scutellaria lateriflora, 
Liquidambar Orientalis, 
Lavendula officinalis, 
Eupatorium perfoliatum, 
Geranium maculatum, 
— saponaria, 
ristolochia serpentaria, 
osemarinus officinalis, 
Convallaria majalis, 
Solanum dulcamara, 
Tenacetum vulgare, 
Melaleuca leucadendron, 
Xanthoxylum Americanum, 
Gossypium herbaceum, 
aphne mezereum 
Apocynum cannabinum, 
Urginea maritima, 
Pilocarpus selloanus, 
Lae oxycedrus, 
Iagenia Abyssinica, 
Tamarindus Indica, 
Chimaphila umbellata, 
Anamirta paniculata. 


New Dressing for Wounds. 


A correspondent of the Medical News 
states that equal quantities of paraffin and 
unpurified beeswax melted together ‘make 
an admirable surgical dressing when it is 
desired to apply an air, water and germ- 
proof covering. The mixture may be 
completed by placing it in a narrow- 
necked culture-bottle and sterilizing over 
a sand-bath. When required for use, the 
preparation may be liquefied by heat with- 
in a few minutes. After being spread over 
the wound, either directly or after ab- 
sorbent cotton has been applied, it im- 
mediately hardens and becomes firmly 
adherent. The heat of the melted mix- 
ture acts as a hemostatic, and the dressing 
hastens regeneration. It does not irri- 
tate the skin, and may be easily removed. 
It is referred to as inexpensive and easy 
of application, and will hold in suspen- 
sion almost all known antiseptic powders. 
The correspondent’s method of applying 
it is by means of a swab composed of ab- 
sorbent cotton wound on a stick or probe. 
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FREE-ALCOHOL HEARING. 


Some Interesting Testimony. 


The hearings before the Joint Select 
Committee of Congress, appointed to 
make a recommendation to Congress in 
regard to tax-free alcohol, have developed 
a few features of interest to the retail 
trade. The hearings took place at the 
Murray Hill Hotel on November 11th, 
12th and 13th, and constituted the final 
hearings before the presentation of a re- 
port to Congress. The chairman of the 
Joint Committee is Senator O. H. Platt, 
of Connecticut, and his associates, Sen- 
ator J. K. Jones, of Arkansas; Senator 
Nelson W. Aldrich, of Rhode Island, and 
Representatives Walter Evans, of Ken- 
tucky; Chas A. Russell, of Connecticut, 
and Benton McMillin, of Tennessee. The 
American and New York State Pharma- 
ceutical Associations were represented 
at the hearing by Dr. F. E. Stewart, of 
Merck & Co. None of the local pharma- 
ceutical organizations was heard, though 
the Kings County Pharmaceutical So- 
ciety has placed itself on record as in 
favor of the removal of the tax. In his 
argument Dr. Stewart confined himself 
in the main to a recital of the conse- 
quences likely to follow if the manufac- 
turers of proprietary medicines were en- 
abled to purchase alcohol free of tax. He 
said he would favor a reduction of the 
tax, but not its complete removal. In 
reply to a question by Representative Ev- 
ans, he stated that glycerin was consid- 
erably used in the extraction of drugs, 
and he admitted that it was hardly fair to 
put a 1,500 per cent tax on alcohol and 
nothing on glycerin. Representative 
Evans and Senator Platt both made Dr. 
Stewart admit that at least two of the 
much-abused proprietary articles were 
possessed of some merit. The examples 
cited were Perry Davis’ Pain Killer and 
Osgood’s Cholagogue. 


Mr. Thurber’s Argument. 


One of the most interesting arguments 
presented to the committee was that 
made by F. B. Thurber, representing the 
United States Export Association. Some 
of the results likely to follow the removal 
of the tax were stated by Mr. Thurber as 
follows: 

1. It would cause reduction in varying degree, 
according to the article manufactured, in the 
cost of such article to the manufacturer. 

2. This would have the natural effect, either 
immediately or in time, of reducing the cost of 
such product to the consumer. 

3. Products which, under a free-alcohol law, 
would be manufactured from grain alcohol, 
would be of superior quality to those products 
which are now manufactured with wood alcohol 
and other cheap substitutes for grain alcohol, 
and would naturally cause a larger consumption 
of such products, resulting in the employment 
of more people. ; : 

4 lower cost and superior quality of the 
finished product would enable domestic manu- 
facturers to successfully compete in foreign mar- 
kets against foreign manufacturers. 


5. Successful competition in foreign markets 
would naturally increase our foreign trade and 
—_ in swelling the balance of trade in our 
avor. 

6. To meet the increasing demand for alcohol 
resulting from its larger use in manufactures 
would induce the larger production of alcohol. 

7. This in turn would have the effect of cre- 
ating a larger consumption of corn from which 
alcohol is made. 

8. With this larger consumption of corn 
would come an increased market for the product 
of our soil which for some years past has been 
to a considerable extent a surplus product. In 
many parts of the West corn has gone to waste, 
much of it actually rotting in the fields, while 
some has been burned for fuel. This is particu- 
larly true of Nebraska. 

9. So large additional use of the product of 
the agriculturist would be regarded by him with 
peculiar favor, bringing, as it would, large de- 
mand for his commodity and a not unlikely in- 
crease in the price per bushel for his corn, as 
well as largely swelling his gross earnings and 
resulting in the employment of more laborers. 

The experience of foreign countries having 
free-alcohol laws shows that with the cheapening 
of the product an extension of the use of alco- 
hol has resulted. Thus, notably in England, 
France, Germany, Switzerland, large quantities 
of alcohol are used for heating and lighting pur- 
poses. The success of these experiments has 
been so great that the ingenuity of inventors is 
being taxed to produce apparatus by which this 
inexpensive and valuable product may be utilized 
to the fullest extent. To this effect the various 
governments are lending their encouragement 
and doing what they can to increase in every 
possible way the consumption of alcohol. 


N. W. D. A. Represented by an Attorney. 


The National Wholesale Druggists’ As- 
sociation was represented at the hearing 
by William B. King, as counsel for the 
Legislative Committee of the Association. 
He submitted the following draft of a 
proposed amendment to the bill: 


Draft of Proposed Amendment to the Bill under 
Consideration by— 

The Joint Select Committee on the Use of Al- 
cohol Free of Tax in the Arts, 

Concerning the Use of Alcohol in Medicines, 
Chemicals, Extracts, Perfumes and Other Like 
Compounds, 

Where Methylation is Impracticable. 

In all products requiring the use of pure ethyl 
alcohol where denaturalizing or depotabilizing 
the alcohol is not practicable by the use of 
wood alcohol or other substances as provided 
elsewhere in the act to which this is an amend- 
ment, the following limitations are established 
for the rebate of the internal revenue tax on do- 
mestic alcohol used in the domestic manufacture 
of such products: 

1. All preparations intended to be used or 
commonly used as beverages and all classes of 
bitters or cordials, unless it shall be shown af- 
firmatively that such preparations cannot com- 
monly be used as beverages, shall not be ad- 
mitted to rebate. 

2. Where the alcohol does not remain in the 
finished product a rebate shall be allowed of the 
tax paid upon the alcohol actually and neces- 
sarily consumed or wasted in the process of 
manufacture. But no rebate shall be allowed 
on any alcohol used in the process which is re- 
covered and made available for further use unless 
subsequently consumed or wasted in manufac- 
turing as provided in this act or on any alcohol 
which is susceptible of recovery by any method 
not exceeding in cost the value for manufactur- 
ing purposes of the recovered alcohol. 

Where the alcohol is destroyed or decom- 
posed or changed into another chemical com- 
pound in the process of manufacture, a rebate 
shall be allowed of the tax upon the amount of 
the alcohol destroyed or decomposed or chemi- 
cally changed and upon the amount actually and 
necessarily consumed or wasted in the process 
of manufacture, as above limited. 
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4. Where the alcohol remains in the finished 
product, a rebate shall be allowed of the tax upon 
the alcohol remaining in the product and upon 
the alcohol actually and necessarily consumed or 
wasted in the process of manufacture as above 
limited, except in the following cases, and in 
these no rebate shall be allowed, to wit: 

(a) Where the relative value of the alcohol 
and the other constituents of the product, in- 
cluding the cost of labor and of packing, bottling 
and sealing, by such methods as the Secretary of 
the Treasury may approve and the practicable 
methods and cost of recovery of the alcohol and 
the other constituents are such as would per- 
mit a profitable separation of the alcohol and 
placing the same upon the market for use as a 
beverage, taking into consideration the neces- 
sity for the use of surreptitious means in such 
recovery and the probabilities of detection, or 

( Where the product is of such character 
that it is commonly, or may commonly, be used 
as a beverage. 5 

Any person desiring to secure a rebate of the 
tax on the alcohol used in any product or pro- 
ducts under the foregoing provisions shall pre- 
sent an application for a license therefor to the 
Collector of Internal Revenue for the district 
in which such manufacture is carried on, and 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue shall 
issue a license to him to manufacture such pro- 
duct or products for rebate, if the product or 
products are within the definition and limitations 
herein set forth. 

An appeal from any decision by the Com- 
missioner of Internal Revenue adverse to the 
right of an applicant for rebate may be made 
to a board of experts to be appointed, one by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, one by the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture, and one by the Secretary 
of War, and their decision shall be binding upon 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue. But 
in any case where it shall appear after its ad- 
mission to rebate that any product so admitted 
is commonly used as a beverage, or that the al- 
cohol contained in it is commonly separated and 
placed upon the market, the license to manu- 
facture such product for rebate may be revoked 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, and a rebate 
shall not be thereafter granted thereon unless, 
upon petition presented to the Court of Claims, 
said court shall determine that such revocation 
was erroneous and that the manufactured pro- 
duct is embraced within the provisions of this 
act. All cases brought in the Court of Claims 
hereunder shall be given precedence and the 
Attorney-General shall be assisted in the defense 
of the interests of the United States in all such 
cases in said court by the officers of the In- 
ternal Revenue Bureau. Such rules shall be 
made by the court for the summary taking of - 
testimony and hearing of the cases as may be 
necessary to insure their prompt decision. 


An Attorney’s Notion of Pharmacy. 


The chairman of the committee ques- 
tioned Mr. King closely in regard to cer- 
tain provisions of the proposed amend- 
ment, and the examination was continued 
by Representative Evans, who put some 
pointed inquiries to Mr. King. Mr. 
King’s ideas regarding the uses of alco- 
hol in the drug store were peculiar, to 
say the least. The three principal uses 
for alcohol, according to Mr. King, are: 

1. The manufacture of hair-washes, 
dentifrices and perfumery. 

2. A very small quantity is used in 
prescriptions. 

3. Sales by pint or quart; for this pur- 
pose it shou!d be methylated and colored 
with malachite green. 

This seemed to constitute the lawyer’s 
knowledge of the applications of alcohol 
in pharmacy, though, after some clev- 
erly-directed questions by Representative 
Evans, the lawyer reluctantly admittec 
that druggists had other uses for alcoho 
beside the manufacture of hair-washes. 
He had heard of preparations called tinct- 
ures. When he proceeded to make a 
long explanation of the bill drafted by 
the N. W. D. A., he was interrupted by 
Representative Evans, who told him that 
it was hardly necessary for him to explain 
the bill. “We can understand the bill. 
We are lawyers,” said Mr. Evans. A 
number of bottles of fluid extracts and 
other medicinal preparations were on the 
table as exhibits, and it was entertaining 
to observe some of the Senators take up 
these bottles and examine the prepara- 
tions with an air of mingled perplexity 
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and wisdom. Senator J. K. Jones, of Ar- 
kansas, seemed to be especially interested 
in the compounds, but he confined his 
examination to color and weight, not 
venturing to taste them. 


Commissioner Wilson Surprises Druggists. 


Some details of an interesting nature 
were brought out during the examination 
of Deputy Commissioner of Internal Reve- 
nue George W. Wilson, who quoted Prof. 
T. Lauder Brunton to demonstrate the 
injurious effects of alcohol on the hu- 
man system. All stimulants and nar- 
cotics, according to this authority, are 
poisons when taken in sufficient quantity. 
In regard to the difference between wood 
alcohol and grain alcohol, so far as physi- 
cal tests were concerned, there are 
scarcely any. No one who is 
not an expert, said Mr. Wil- 
son, can distinguish between methyl 
and ethyl alcohol, when both are 
highly purified. It made no difference 
how highly you might purify wood alco- 
hol, it would still remain a poison. The 
Commissioner said he had abundant tes- 
timony to this in the obituary notices of 
men who have tried it. The autopsies 
usually showed that the blood vessels 
leading to the heart were ruptured. He 
said he had experimented on mén con- 
nected with his department. The chemist 
of the department, Dr. Crampton, had 
consumed two ounces of Columbian 
spirit in half-ounce doses in five hours 
without suffering any injurious effects, a 
confession which brought the question 
from Senator Jones, “If he had died 
would the fact have been reported to the 
police?’ (It may be stated here that in 
conversation with H. J. Pierce, the presi- 
dent of the Manhattan Spirit Co., the lat- 
ter asserted that the chemist stated in the 
presence of Secretary Gage that he had 
not recovered from the effects of the Co- 
lumbian spirit for several weeks after 
taking it, and that under no conditions 
would he repeat the experiment.) 


What Is Cologne Spirits ? 


Commissioner Wilson’s explanation of 
the difference between alcohol and co- 
logne spirits created a mild sensation 
among those who listened to the testi- 
mony at the afternoon session on Friday. 
Most retail druggists consider Cologne 
spirits superior to alcohol, as being of 
a higher specific gravity and freer from 
the aldehyde common to ordinary alcohol. 
Commissioner Wilson said there was no 
difference in the quality of the two, the 
only difference being in the strength of 
the alcohol. Names were no proof of 
strength, he said, and the Cologne spirit 
of the market is usually weaker than al- 
cohol. In conversation with the AMERI- 
cAN Druaaist reporter, Mr. Dalley denied 
the accuracy of Commissioner Wilson’s 
statement, and said that the Cologne 
spirit he was accustomed to purchase for 
the manufacture of perfumery had a proof 
strength of 192, and it was on this basis 
that he was taxed, making Cologne spirit 
more expensive to him than ordinary al- 
cohol. 

The manufacturing pharmacists were 
represented at the hearing by Henry G. 
Starin, of John Wyeth & Bro., Phila- 
delphia, who told the committee that the 
removal of the tax on alcohol would have 
the effect of extending the business of 
American manufacturers in South Amer- 
ica and foreign countries generally. _ 

At the session on Saturday morning, 
the principal witness was H. J. Pierce, 
the president of the Manhattan Spirit Co., 


who submitted a voluminous document 
embodying arguments opposing the abo- 
lition of the tax on grain alcohol. He 
said in part: 

In Germany large quantities of pure methyl 
alcohol are used in the manufacture of some of 
the most beautiful and delicate aniline colors, 
and recently a new disinfectant has been dis- 
covered called formaldehyde, which is coming 
into general use and which can only be made 
from pure methyl alcohol. It is probable that 
before long the manufacture of these articles may 
be undertaken in this country, but as they can 
only be made from ae methyl] alcohol, it will 
be rendered impossible if a tax is placed upon 
wood alcohol. 

The hat and moulding manufacturers have had 
a great deal to say before your committee in 
regard to the injurious effects of wood alcohol 
upon the health of workmen using it. This mat- 
ter has been greatly exaggerated. Ordinary 
wood alcohol, if used in a warm room, is apt 
to affect the eyes of the workmen temporarily, 
but has no lasting ill effect, as is shown by the 
same employees having worked in it for the 
past ten years. Turpentine has a similar effect 
upon the eyes. The art of refining wood alco- 
hol is steadily improving. We are making a pure 
methyl alcohol which positively does not affect 
the eyes of the workmen, no matter how it is 
used. The cost of making pure methyl alcohol 
is great, and the wholesale price we are obliged 
to charge is $1.85 per gallon; but we have reason 
to hope that we shall be able to reduce the cost 
of this article materially in the near future. 

It has been stated that the vapors from wood 
alcohol are deleterious to the health of those 
using it. This is absolutely untrue, for, as I 
stated last November, we have men in our em- 
ploy who have been working over the crudest 
material for the past seventeen years, and they 
are in perfect health. I venture to say that if 
your committee will visit moulding, furniture 
and hat manufactories you will see as healthy a 
lot of men employed as you would find in any 
other industry. 


PRESENT TAX ON GRAIN ALCOHOL. 


It has been stated that the wood alcohol in- 
dustry is opposed to a reduction of the present 
tax on grain alcohol. This is not so. I am per- 
sonally of the opinion that the tax should be 
reduced to 90 cents a proof gallon, and believe 
that it would result in an increase of revenue 
to the government. I am also strongly of the 
opinion that a law should be passed allowing 
manufacturers of articles intended for export to 
use American-made alcohol without tax, a rebate 
of the entire tax being allowed when such 
products are exported. At present the law al- 
lows a rebate on foreign-made alcohol used in 
the manufacture of articles intended for export, 
but, strange to say, American-made grain alco- 
hol is not so privileged. 


ALCOHOL FROM MOLASSES. 


I notice that some of the distillers of grain 
alcohol who appeared before your committee in 
Chicago, stated that there had been a large de- 
crease in their sales of alcohol during the past 
four or five years. They laid this partly to the 
increasing use of wood alcohol, and would 
say that during the three years ending Septem- 
ber 1, 1897, the sales of wood alcohol in this 
country did not increase at all, and hardly held 
its own, due to the hard times. The grain al- 
cohol producers stated that their sales had 
fallen off principally in the East, and gave as 
an instance that where they had shipped one 
firm in Boston five or six carloads a week, they 
only send them now one carload. They did not 
state the real reason to your committee for this 
loss of trade. It is entirely due to the fact that 
alcohol is now made very largely in Brooklyn 
from molasses, which is a by-product in sugar 
producing in Louisiana, and is shipped to Brook- 
lyn in tank steamers. Alcohol can be made from 
molasses cheaper than from corn, and the Brook- 
lyn producers have secured the trade which for- 
merly went West. I understand from a reliable 
authority that there is just as much alcohol used 
now as there was five years ago. 

In their arguments before your committee, the 
Western distillers mentioned the fact of im- 
mense sales of alcohol at certain times during 
the past twenty years, and upon investigating 
this matter you will find that this was due to 
immense exports during the Crimean and 
Franco-Prussian wars. The export of alcohol to 
Europe is now hardly possible under any cir- 
cumstances, for many European countries have 
placed a prohibitive duty on alcohol, and other 
countries are now making alcohol from potatoes 
and beets cheaper than we can make it from 
corn. 

TAX-FREE ALCOHOL WOULD RUIN THE VARNISH 


INDUSTRY. 
In conclusion, I wish to ask you, as fair-mind- 


ed men, to consider carefully whether the bene- 
fits which will accrue from tax-free alcohol are 
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sufficient to justify and counterbalance the dam- 
age which would be done not only to the wood 
alcohol business, but to the varnish, linseed oil, 
turpentine and other industries which have been 
built up under the present laws of the country. 
You would not think it right to take the cus- 
toms duty off of woolen goods, thereby abso- 
lutely ruining at one stroke the great woolen 
industry which has been built up under our 
protective system, and why, therefore, has not 
the wood alcohol industry as much right to de- 
mand that they be not ruined through a sud- 
den and violent change in the laws? 
FIGURES THAT SPEAK. 

Let me give you a few figures. Methylated 
spirit could probably be sold for 35 cents per 
gallon, which would be 40 cents per gallon less 
than the present price of wood alcohol. Methy- 
lated spirit would simply displace the present 
use of wood alcohol, which amounts to, say, 
2,000,000 gallons per year, though of course there 
would be more methylated spirit sold at 35 
cents per gallon than wood alcohol at 75 cents, 
and while the increase could not amount to 
very much, for new uses could not be found to 
make the increase enormous; yet, for the sake 
of argument, we will say that where 2,000,000 gal- 
lons of wood alcohol are now sold, 4,000,000 gal- 
lons of methylated spirit could be marketed. The 
saving in price of 40 cents per gallon on 4,000,000 
gallons would amount to $1,600,000. On the other 
hand, the government would lose its revenue of, 
say, $2 per gallon on the increase of 2,000,000 gal- 
lons, which would amount to $4,000,000, and add 
to this even such a low estimate of $1,000,000 as 
the cost of enforcing the law, and you have a 
doubtful benefit of $1,600,000, as against a loss to 
the government, and, therefore, to the people, 
of $5,000,000 for putting the law into effect, to 
say nothing of its effect upon the varnish, lin- 
seed oil, turpentine, charcoal, iron and wood 
alcohol industries, having a total investment of 
at least $200,000,000, and employing undoubtedly 
over 100,000 people. ues 

I do not believe that any law giving free al- 
cohol could be properly enforced in this coun- 
try. The conditions are entirely different in 
Germany and England, where the laws are more 
rigidly enforced and more respected than here. 
In foreign countries officials have life positions, 
subject to good behavior, and they cannot be 
bribed, and it results in a vast and complete sys- 
tem of espionage between the different govern- 
ment officials relating to the enforcement of all 
laws. It would seem, therefore, that free alcohol 
in this country is impracticable, is inexpedient, 
is unnecessary. 

Mr. Pierce was questioned closely by 
nearly every member of the committee. 
Senator Platt asked if there was any rea- 
son in logic why one kind of alcohol 
should be taxed and the other not, when 
both are used for the same purpose. Mr. 
Pierce replied that turpentine and kin- 
dred products might as well be taxed as 
wood alcohol. The real reason for tax- 
ing grain alcohol was on the score that 
it could be used as a beverage. 

Thomas F. Main, the chairman of the 
Legislative Commitee of the Drug Trade 
Section of the Board of Trade and Trans- 
portation, was the last witness heard. He 
read a memorial signed by eighty merch- 
ants, representing thirty-two distinct 
trades, ranging all the way from. makers 
of bird-cages to funeral caskets. The me- 
morial read: _ & 

“The undersigned manufacturers of the 
City of New York, having occasion to 
purchase and use grain alcohol in manu- 
facturing processes, respectfully present 
the following memorial for the considera- 
tion of your committee: ; 

“Ist. The Revenue Laws of the United 
States in imposing a tax of about 1,200 
per cent upon alcohol distilled from grain 
create an enormous and unnecessary in- 
crease in the cost of articles in daily use 
by every family in the country. 

“2d. This has the effect of greatly cur- 
tailing the domestic consumption and ex- 
portation of such articles, and limits the 
employment of thousands ot artisans. 

“3d. That upon whatever grounds the 
imposition of a 1,200 per cent on alcohol 
used as a beverage may be justified, such 
tax cannot be justified when it imposes 
a burden upon articles of necessary daily 
use in every household. 











i 


Ts Ree are ee wae 





$20 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


“The undersigned manufacturers, there- 
fore, respectfully memorialize your com- 
mittee to recommend to Congress the en- 
actment of a conservative measure which 
will free alcohol used in the industrial arts 
from tax. 

“If we could purchase our grain alco- 
hol at a price less than the present In- 
ternal Revenue Tax, it would reduce the 
cost of our finished products and enable 
us to furnish a better finished article to 
the purchasing public for less money.” 

The hearing was closed shortly after 
noon, the chairman announcing that per- 
sons wishing to present additional argu- 
ments should send them to the secretary 
of the committee, Benjamin Durfee, 
Washington, for publication in the 
Record. 


TO FIGHT COUNTERFEITERS. 


Manufacturers Combine Interests. 


Cuicaco Nov. 10.—As an outcome of 
the drug frauds which attracted so much 
attention a short time ago, the Interna- 
tional Proprietary Protective Association 
has been formed in Chicago, application 
for incorporation papers having been filed 
with the Secretary of State. Manufactur- 
ers of proprietary articles supplied to the 
drug trade, together with whisky distil- 
lers and makers of pure food products, 
like Armour and Swift, have combined to 
fight counterfeiting of their products, and 
have placed the work of ferreting out 
frauds in the hands of the Mooney & 
Boland Detective Agency, the concern 
that lately unearthed many such cases. 

Rights in Proprietaries. 

The circular of the company, which has 
just been issued, contains some interest- 
ing passages. In relation to the nature 
and value of proprietary rights, it says: 

“Among the most valuable property 
rights known to the modern business 
world, are those which result from a most 
perfect knowledge of the needs of civil- 
ized society and the application of the 
highest intelligence, business experience 
and judgment, scientific research and ex- 
periment, perfect mechanism, the most 
thoroughly trained and skilled artisanship 
and the most unflinching integrity in the 
production of articles of commerce; and 
the rightful exclusive occupation and ap- 
propriation of the world’s market for 
such articles by the employment of the 
most effective means for most widely dif- 
fusing truthful information as to the use- 
fulness, purity, perfection and value of 
such articles. 

“The right of one who thus produces, 
and appropriates the market for such arti- 
cles, to be protected from unfair and dis- 
honest competition and fraudulent and 
deceptive practices in the sale of such ar- 
ticles, is well recognized by the law; and 
appropriate methods and remedies are 
provided for its assertion and protection. 

“This right which is something different 
from, and in addition to the ownership of 
the property which is the subject of the 
trade, may, in accordance with popular 
usage, be designated with sufficient ac- 
curacy as a ‘proprietary right’; and the 
articles of commerce with which it is as- 
sociated or connected may properly be 
called ‘proprietary articles.’ 


Character of the Service. 


The association, being a corporation, 
shares of stock are offered to makers of 


proprietary articles, par value being $25. 
The service offered to the stockholders is 
explained as follows: 

“It is proposed by the association, for a 
fixed annual charge, the amount of which 
will be determined in each case, from a 
consideration of the nature, character and 
value of the protected article, the exten- 
siveness of its use, the facility with which 
it may be imitated, and other matters 
which might fairly be expected to affect 
the cost of the service—to furnish to the 
owners of proprietary articles of all kinds, 
such general information and _ reports 
upon the existence and extent of viola- 
tions of their rights as the most systema- 
tic and vigilant investigation of the sub- 
ject throughout the whole territory where 
such articles are sold will develop, to- 
gether with proper advice and suggestions 
as to the remedies which are appropriate 
and effectual for the suppression of the 
evils. 

“Should the producer of any proprie- 
tary article deem it proper, in consequence 
of such report and advice, to employ the 
association to collect the evidence neces- 
sary for the proper and successful asser- 
tion and protection of his rights, or for 
the responsible conduct of legal proceed- 
ings to that end, such employment would 
be the subject of special arrangement, the 
terms of which would be as reasonable 
and moderate as the particular circum- 
stances would permit.” 


KINGS COUNTY DRUGGISTS 
PRESENT A BADGE. 


Senator Brush Addresses the Mem- 
bers of the Kings County Society. 


The regular monthly meeting of the 
Kings County Pharmaceutical Society 
was held at the Brooklyn College of 
Pharmacy, 329 Franklin avenue, on Tues- 
day, November 9th. President Adrian 
Paradis occupied the chair and Luther 
F. Stevens acted as secretary in the tem- 
porary absence of Flavel N. Bliss. Mr. 
Bliss has sustained a severe loss in the 
death of his wife, and it was explained 
that his absence was due to his bereave- 
ment. 

Shortly after the meeting came to order 
William Muir announced the presence 
among the gathering of some sixteen 
members, of Senator Dr. George W. 
Brush, a gentleman to whom Brooklyn 
pharmacists were greatly indebted for 
looking after their interests at Albany. 

Dr. Brush said he had not come pre- 
pared to make any speech, neither was he 
there to listen to any eulogy of himself. 
He thanked the society for its courtesy, 
and testified to the many obligations 
which he was under to pharmacists. He 
paid a tribute to the courtesy and tact 
which were characteristics of pharmacists 
and said many mistakes of physicians 
were averted by the prompt intervention 
of the dispenser. He himself knew of a 
number of instances occurring in his own 
practice. Dr. Brush was cheered heartily 
as he took his seat. 


William Muir Gets a Gold Badge. 


The presentation of a gold badge to 
former President William Muir then took 
place, President Paradis deviating from 
the regular order of business to make the 
following presentation speech. Address- 
ing the members he said: 


SERVICES OF MR, MUIR. 


It has been proposed to present a testimonial 
to a fellow member, who has done yeoman’s 
service in the interest of pharmacists. As your 
presiding officer, this pleasing duty has been 
delegated to me. 

Where our interests were threatened through 
hostile legislation, or when it seemed desirable 
to change existing laws, in order to mitigate the 
harshness with which they bore on our pro- 
fession, he has always been ready to jump into 
the breach for our defence, regardless of time 
consumed, or personal expense. It was mainly 
due to this fellow member’s efforts that the ob- 
jectionable features of the old Raines law were so 
modified that now a pharmacist can sell alcohol 
and spirituous compounds by paying a nominal 
license, and is not obliged to be a law-breaker 
every time he is called upon so to do. 


SUCCESS OF THE MANHATTAN BEACH MEETING. 


_ When the New York State Association held 
its annual meeting at Manhattan Beach 
during last summer, as the guests of 
the Kings County Pharmaceutical  So- 
ciety, this gentleman took charge of 
the arrangements, and while he was ably sec- 
onded by other members of the society, and by 
many members of the New York College of 
Pharmacy, in his efforts for success, still, the 
hardest and most important part of the work, 
namely, the collection of the necessary funds, 
was accomplished by himself almost unaided. 
It is hardly necessary to remind you what a 
great success that meeting was, how pleased 
were the members who came from all sections 
of the State. Many of these have told me per- 
sonally that it was the best and most enjoyable 
they had ever attended, and I feel safe in say- 
ing that it will be a long time before there will 
be another that can beat it. All of this success 
reflects great credit upon our society. 


THE MONEY COLLECTED. 


The money collected was not only sufficient to 
pay all expenses, but the sum of about four 
hundred dollars remained as an unexpended bal- 
ance and was turned into oar treasury. 

It is hardly necessary to mention his ener- 
getic services to this society and its college, 
as that 1s a matter of history known to ll. 
Under these circumstances, some of our mem- 
bers thought it but right and just that such 
valuable and disinterested services should be 
suitably recognized. Therefore, ar the last meet- 
ing of our society, a resolution was passed ap- 
pointing Professor Anderson, Dr. Brundage 
and myself a committee to give tangible shape 
to the testimonial. I hope that our efforts will 
meet your approval. 

Gentlemen, it gives me great pleasure to pre- 
sent to Dr. Wm. Muir, on your behalf, this 
token of the esteem in which he is held by his 
fellow members, and to express the hope that 
his services may long be at our disposal. 


Mr. Muit’s Speech of Thanks. 


Mr. Muir had his address of acceptance 
prepared in advance and read it from 
manuscript as follows: 


Mr. President and Gentlemen—To say that I 
thank you from the bottom of my heart may 
seem but a stereotyped and inappropriate phrase 
to use on this occasion; but it is not, and I can 
not fully express my _ gratitude to you 
for this beautiful token of your. ap- 
preciation of my work in behalf of our so- 
ciety and my fellow pharmacists. The kindly 
sentiment that you have expressed is, I assure 
you, of vastly more value to me than even this 
beautiful badge. To have the respect and es- 
teem of one’s fellows in any walk of life is all 
that any man can wish for, and the knowledge 
that I have won the appreciation of my  asso- 
ciates in the profession of pharmacy is to me the 
most valued treasure that I can possess. ’ 

My time and labor in the work of this society 
were given unselfishly and with the one object 
of benefiting the society and its members. 
did not do this work alone. It was accom- 
plished only with the earnest and active co-opera- 
tion of some of our members, and it gives me 
pleasure to say that in our own society are en- 
rolled some of the most devoted and energetic 
men in the profession. Your action in thus hon- 
oring me is evidence that I have not labored in 
vain, and I can only say that in the future my 
time, my voice, my influence, all that I have as 
a man to give, will be devoted as they have been 
in the past to the interests of the Kings County 
Pharmaceutical Society, its college and its mem- 
bers. Again I thank you. 


Badge a Massive Affair. 


The badge is a very massive affair, 
measuring nearly four inches in height 
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and over two inches across. In appear- 
ance it somewhat resembles an exaggerat- 
ed police captain’s shield. It is evidently 
designed to be worn on high occasions of 
state, at balls or like functions. The 
design of the badge is appropriate to 
the wearer, being a mortar and pestle, 
surmounted by an eagle bearing in its 
beak a scroll in crimson enamel on which 
is inscribed in golden letters, “William 
Muir, Phar. D.” The whole has a crim- 
son and gold effect, the adopted colors of 
the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy. The 
raison d’etre of the badge 1s explained 
by an inscription on the back which 
reads: 


Presented to William Muir, Phar. D., in 
recognition of his unselfish devotion in advanc- 
ing the interests of the retail pharmacists in 
connection with the Raines law, the Greater 
New York charter, and other legislation, 1897. 


Better Amendments than a New Law. 


Routine work was then proceeded with, 
and treasurer P. W. Ray presented his re- 
port, one of the items of expenditure 
noted being $126 as the society’s contri- 
bution toward the purchase of the badge 
presented to Mr. Muir. Dr. Ray’s re- 
port was approved. William Muir re- 
ported for the Special Committee on Con- 
ference on amendments to the pharmacy 
law. The meeting of the committees 
from the Brooklyn and New York Col- 
leges of Pharmacy and the German 
Apothecaries’ Society was very fully re- 
ported in the preceding number of the 
AMERICAN Drucotst. An inquiry from 
Dr. Ray as to the advisability of framing 
an entirely new pharmacy law in prefer- 
ence to tinkering the old one brought 
Senator Brush to his feet, who explained 
that it was always easier to secure the 
enactment of amendments to a law than 
to pass a new law, so many explanations 
being required on the floor. He thought 
something should be done to bring about 
legislation to prohibit the sales of pois- 
ons except in bottles of special design. 
He had been asked to interest himself in 
this matter by Mrs. Dr. Goelet, of New 
York, who evidently had some sad ex- 
perience. Dr. Ray called attention to 
the fact that the matter of a distinctive 
poison bottle was very fully discussed 
over three years ago at a meeting of the 
New York State Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion, when it was admitted that the 
scheme was impracticable. 


Reprimand for Trustees. 


It having been pointed out in a report 
from the Board of Trustees that two of 
the members of the board, Vice-President 
A. E. Marsland and Trustee John Gal- 
lagher, had absented themselves from 
meetings of the board until the time 
limit had been exceeded, the offices of 
these gentlemen were, on motion, de- 
clared vacant. The motion was put by 
William Muir, and promptly seconded by 
C. O. Douden, who then moved the elec- 
tion of Andrew E. Hegeman, of Bath 
Beach. T. J. France, of the Legislative 
Committee, said it was something unusual 
in the history of the association to drop 
a vice-president, and he therefore moved 
the election of A. E. Marsland to succeed 
himself as third vice-president and trus- 
tee. This practically closed the proceed- 
ings, and after the announcement of a 
paper on some bacteriological subject for 
the next meeting, an adjournment was 


had to December 14th. 


INDUSTRIAL CHEMISTS DIS- 
CUSS ASPHALT. 





Some forty members of the New York 
Section of the Society of Chemical In- 
dustry were in attendance at the regular 
meeting in the lecture hall of the College 
of Pharmacy on Friday evening, Novem- 
ber 19th, vice-chairman Thomas J. Park- 
er presiding. The announcement of the 
meeting stated that there would be three 
papers on the subject of asphalt, but only 
one of the authors, Clifford Richardson, 
was present and his paper was therefore 
presented first, its title being “The Nature 
and Origin of Asphalt.” 

The author prefaced his paper by a 
brief verbal description of the asphalt lake 
of Trinidad, based on an investigation 
made by him in 1891 for the District of 
Columbia. 

The surface of the lake is so hard that 
a cart can be driven over it without sink- 
ino save in the centre where fresh as- 
phalt was constantly welling up. 

The total area of the lake is about 114 
acres. The depth at the edges is about 
75 feet and borings made near the centre 
were still in pure asphalt at a depth of 
135 feet, when it became impracticable to 
bore any deeper on account of the move- 
ment of the body of the lake having 
tilted the apparatus. Based upon these 
figures an estimate was made which shows 
a mass of about 9,000,000 tons of asphalt 
as the contents of the lake. Close ob- 
servation of the level ot the lake shows 
that it has sunk gradually from removal 
of the asphalt for commercial purposes. 
By comparing this fall with the amount 
known to be actually taken out each 
year it is shown that about 18,000 tons of 
new asphalt finds its way into the lake 
each year. 

Where the asphalt wells up near the 
centre of the lake it is quite soft, and an 
examination shows that it is in the form 
of an emulsion of bitumen, water and gas. 
The surface of the lake has on it islands 
of vegetation which change their location 
along with the mass of the asphalt. The 
average composition of the asphalt is re- 
markably uniform whether the sample be 
taken from the surface or below the sur- 
face, at the edges, or in the centre, the 
average composition béing bitumen, 39.1, 
mineral matter 25.4, organic matter 6.9 
and water 28.5. The water contained in 
the bitumen is acid in character, contain- 
ing considerable amounts of ferrous sul- 
phate, iodides and borates. and having 
all the characteristics of a thermal water. 
It contains about 82 Gm. of solids per 
liter. In the centre of the lake, singularly 
enough, a mineral water wells up which 
is alkaline in its reaction. 

The gas present consists of a mixture 
of hydrogen sulphide and carbon dioxide, 
the former predominating. The mineral 
matter present consists of a very fine clay 
contaminated with ferric oxide. The 
asphalt contains about 19.3 per cent sul- 
phur throughout. The Bermudas Lake, 
a hundred miles distant from Trinidad, 
and on the main land of Venezeula, has 
a superficial area of about 1,000 acres, but 
the asphalt is a very soft maltha spread 
out in a thin layer and is much over- 
grown with grass. 


Influence of Sulphur on the Character of 
Asphalt. 
The author pointed out that true as- 


phalt bitumens could only be obtained by 
the action of sulphur on unsaturated hy- 
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drocarbons. | Where the hydrocarbons 
are acted on by oxygen only the result is 
the formation of brittle bitumen, such as 
ozokerite, gilsonite, etc., which are de- 
ficient in tractability and adhesiveness. 
When saturated hydrocarbons, such as 
petroleum residue, are acted on by sul- 
phur, the result is equally unsatisfactory, 
as is shown in what is known as Pitts- 
burg flux. 

The action of sulphur on acid sludge, 
which is composed of unsaturated hydro- 
carbons, gives condensation products 
much more closely resembling the native 
asphalt. From these and similar_obser- 
vations the author deduced that Dana is 
in error in stating in his mineralogy that 
oxidation is a step in the formation of 
asphalt. He claimed that sulphur is an 
essential constituent and supported this 
claim by quoting the fact that the propor- 
tion of sulphur present bore a more or 
less direct relation to the character of the 
bitumen, hard asphalt containing from 
9.76 to 8.28 per cent of sulphur; medium 
hard, containing 6.47 to 3.95 per cent and 
malthas or soft asphalts containing 2.29 
to 0.40 per cent. 

The author stated that he rather leaned 
toward the adoption of Mendeleef’s 
theory as to the origin of the hydrocar- 
bons and that it seemed probable that as- 
phalt was in course of constant produc- 
tion by the action of sulphur upon the 
hydrocarbons produced probably by the 
action of carbides, as indicated by Men- 
deleef and Moissan. 

After a brief discussion of the paper, 
which took the form of interrogations of 
the author, a paper was read on the sul- 
phur contents of asphalt by S. F. and H. 
E. Peckham. In the absence of the au- 
thor this paper was read by the secretary, 
Dr. Schweitzer. It consisted chiefly of 
a refutation of the statements made by 
Dr. Endemann and supported the stand 
taken by Mr. Richardson as to the nature 
of asphalt and the important part played 
by sulphur in it. In the absence of the 
authors the other papers listed for the 
evening were read by title as follows: 
“On the Oxidation of Asphaltogen,” 
by H. Endemann: “The Application of 
Chemistry to the Study of the Magnetic 
Properties of Iron,” by Bertrand S. 
Summers. and “Sulphuric Acid as a Re- 
agent in the Analysis of Fatty Acids,” by 
E. Twitchell. 

The next meeting will be held on De- 
cember 17th at the Havemeyer Labora- 
tories, Columbia University. 


A Substitute for Rubber. 


Denver, Cou., Nov. 15.—It is an- 
nounced here to-day that the Right Rev. 
Dean H. Martyn Hart of St. John’s 
Cathedral, in this city, had perfected an 
invention which is calculated to revolu- 
tionize the rubber trade. Napier Ford 
discovered a method of oxidizing oils, 
and when he died in London two years 
ago he handed his invention to Charles 
Griest, who made some improvements in 
it and then turned it over to Dean Hart. 
The Dean, who is an expert chemist, 
worked on it for months. and finally made 
it valuable commercially. The business 
end of the process was turned over to 
Dr. John Gower, who went to London 
and organized a company for its manu- 
facture. The new substance is called 
perchoid. It will cost only about 5 or 6 
cents a pound. Dean Hart will go to 
Washington to-morrow to see about the 
patents. 
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IS THIS A SWINDLE? 





Mr. William McIntyre, of 2429 Frank- 
ford avenue, Philadelphia, is an old and 
greatly respected druggist. The other 
day he called upon Smith, Kline & 
French Co. 

“Here is a singular thing,” he said. “I 
have here a notification from the Penn- 
sylvania Railway that there are forty-eight 
boxes of merchandise from New York, 
shipped to my order, or rather to William 
McIntyre & Co. I know nothing what- 
ever about the shipment, and am con- 
siderably puzzled about the whole mat- 


er. 

‘Weil,’ said Mr. French, “I think we 
can throw some light upon the matter. 
There is a concern at 7 Walnut st. who 
call themselves William McIntyre & Co., 
about whom we have had inquiries from 
all over the country. Their letter-head 
reads as follows: 


William McIntyre. Henry Leonard. 
WILLIAM McINTYRE & CO., 


7 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Importers and Dealers in Drugs, Oils and 
Chemicals. 

Cable address, Oxford, Phila. « 


“They evidently are asking quotations 
on goods, judging by the letters we have 
received, and no doubt some concerns 
have made shipments. You'd better turn 
this notice over to us, and give us an or- 
der for the goods. We can then notify 
the shippers, and discover in that way if 
there is any confusion in their minds as 
to whom they think they are shipping to.” 

Mr. McIntyre willingly adopted this 
suggestion. When Smith, Kline & 
French presented the order, however, 
they found the goods had already been 
claimed by and delivered to the Walnut 
street concern. 

A reporter of the AMERICAN DrucGIsT 
at once called at No. 7 Walnut street. He 
there found a ten-foot square office, fur- 
nished with a new safe, a new desk, a type- 
writer and two or three chairs. The back 
wall of the office had a row of small win- 
dows about five feet from the floor, 
through which could be seen a number of 
Castoria boxes. There was also a little 
door leading into this outer room, but it 
was closed, and nothing further could be 
seen. A young man with a pale smile sat 
at a desk, and at the other end of the desk, 
and concealed by it, sat a man who 
throughout the interview remained in 
modest retirement, and said nothing 
whatever. 

“Is Mr. McIntyre in?” the reporter 
asked. 

“No, sir.” the young man _ replied 
blandly. ‘Will you sit down?” 

The reporter sat down. 

“Perhaps you are Mr. Leonard?” 

“T am, sir. What can I do for you?” 

“IT am a reporter from the AMERICAN 
Druccaist. There have been a good 
many inquiries about you. We would like 
to be in a position to answer them intel- 
ligently.” 

The young man looked rather blank for 
a moment. 

“Well, what do you want to know?” 

“Who is Mr. William McIntyre? 
What were his former business connec- 
tions?” 

“Why, he’s been a drug jobber for the 
past thirty years.” 

“Where?” 

“Oh, in different places.” 

“Where, specifically?” 

“Oh, I’ve known him for a long while. 


736 made me such a good offer that 
“Where were you when that occurred? 
What house were you connected with?” 

“Who—me?” 

“Ves,” 

“Oh, I was with (name jumbled and 
quite unintelligible).” 

“T don’t catch that name.” 

“Say, you'd better see Mr. McIntyre.” 

“Well, when can I see him? What are 
his office hours?” 

“He’s out of town at present. He 
won't be back until next week.” 

The reporter then withdrew, seeing that 
nothing whatever was to be learned of the 
young man with the pale smile. 

Orders from the new concern have 
been received in this city by McKesson 
& Robbins, Charles Pfizer & Co., Parke, 
Davis & Co., New York Quinine and 
Chemical Co., Carter Medicine Co., T. A. 
Slocum & Co., the Centaur Company 
and a number of others, but of these, so 
far as we can learn, only the last two 
named shipped the orders, and the Cen- 
taur Company succeeded in replevying its 
goods, about $300 worth, before McIntyre 
& Co. had disposed of them. 

Some of the proprietors were saved 
from loss by a warning telegram sent out 
by the publishers of the Philadelphia Bul- 
letin to the prominent proprietary houses, 
which was received in time to head off 
shipments, and for which they are cor- 
respondingly grateful. It would seem 
that where shipments are made to such 
concerns there must be a lack of care on 
the part of houses receiving their orders, 
as there is no instance on record when, 
despite any confusion resulting from 
similarity of names, due investigation 
would not have shown reason for not 
shipping the goods. 





Pharmacy Course at Brown Uni- 
versity. 


University extension courses, of twenty 
lectures each, in chemistry and botany, 
will be given at Brown University, com- 
mencing Wednesday, November 3, 1897, 
and ending March 30, 1898. 

The class in botany will meet at Max- 
cey Hall, Wednesdays at 3 o’clock p. m., 
and the instruction will consist of lectures 
and laboratory work upon the structure 
of the plant classification and medical 
properties of plants, by families; the place 
of storage of medicinal substances in the 
plants; their condition as raw material; 
outline of process of manufacture, etc. 

The chemistry class will meet Wednes- 
days at 7.30 p.m. The lecture will include 
a study of those elements and their com- 
pounds which are of especial interest to 
pharmacists; physical and chemical 
changes; conditions of matter; nomencla- 
ture, notation, etc., followed by labora- 
tory instruction. 

Application for admission to these 
classes may be made to the instructors, 
Prof. E. E. Calder and Mr. Haven Met- 
calf; to the directors of the University 
Extension, Prof. Munro, or to the mem- 
bers of the R. I. P. A., Committee on 
School of Pharmacy, Messrs. William O. 
Blanding, Arthur W. Claflin, B. A. 
Payne, Providence; Edgar K. Gridley, 
Pawtucket; Frank A. Jackson, Woon- 
socket; S. Winfield Himes, Phenix; 
Enoch W. Vars, Niantic; B. F. Downing. 
Jr., Newport. 

The Committee on School of Phar- 
macy of the Rhode Island Pharmaceutical 
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Association is calling the attention of 
members to preceding notice. The lec- 
tures will treat of chemistry and botany 
in their relation to pharmacy, and will 
afford an excellent opportunity of acquir- 
ing such knowledge of these subjects as 
the modern pharmacist should possess. 
As stated in above notice, the courses will 
include laboratory work, and the students 
will thus be instructed in the applica- 
tion of the knowledge imparted in the lec- 
tures. 

The expense to the individual student 
will depend upon the number who sub- 
scribe. The committee believe it will not 
exceed $15 for both courses complete. 


Philadelphia Druggists Inspect a 
Plaster Plant. 


The Red Cross Special on the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad, Conductor Bransome in 
charge, drew into New Brunswick sta- 
tion at 10 o’clock on Tuesday morning, 
after an unusually rapid run from Phila- 
delphia. The train bore over a hundred 
leading physicians and pharmacists of the 
Quaker City, who had accepted invita- 
tions from Johnson & Johnson to inspect 
their laboratories. The inspection occu- 
pied the visitors until after 1 o’clock, the 
members of the firm and the heads of the 
different departments acting as guides. 
When the whole immense plant had been 
gone over, the guests gathered in the 
analytical laboratory, where Chief Chem- 
ist Kilmer explained the methods used 
in assaying the output of the laboratory 
before placing it on the market. The 
party then adjourned to the Mansion 
House, where Messrs. Johnson & John- 
son had an elaborate banquet set forth, 
the menu of which read as follows: 


MENU. 

RED CROSS SPECIAL, 
November 16th, 1897. 
SERVED SECUNDUM ARTEM. 
Mansion House, New Brunswick, N. J. 





MENU IOCULARIS. 
Cumol Ligature Soup 
Sterilized Fish Sounds—Isinglass Dressing 
Decalcified Bone Drainage Tubes 
Spring Lamb—Oil Juniper Sauce 
Chromicised Fricassee of Caribou— 
Esophageal Tubes 
Claret , Rare Roast Beef—Iodoform Dressing 
Frizzled Gutta Percha Tissue—Hospital Style 
Braized Rubber Adhesive—with a Stick in it 
Wild Turkey—Wool Tampon Stuffing 
Corn Plasters on the Cob 
Aseptic Cream Potatoes 
Mustard Punch 

Kline’s Philadelphia Bracer—Es-k’s Formula 
Steamed Gauze Bandages—Carbolated Dressing 

Champagne Antiseptic Tablets 

Bransome Flap Jacks—J. & J. Style 
Sparkling Kolafra—with Catheter Straws 
Borated Sponge Cake 
Red Cross Ice Cream—Ichthyol Flavor 
Zonweiss Cream—Very Toothsome. 
Cigars ‘Seva Fumigators 

When the guests were served Eskay’s 
albumenized food in lieu of Roman 
punch, the bachelors of the party ap- 
peared much mystified, but the fathers 
of families immediately recognized it as 
a baby food. 

The stimulating effect of the food soon 
hegan to show itself in the garrulity of 
the guests; nearly all of the 137 present 
were given an opportunity to talk. The 
first speakers were M. N. Kline, who 
spoke to “The Health of the Babies.” 
Dr. W. B. Atkinson spoke to “The 
Health of the Public,” and Dr. Frank B. 
Woodbury spoke on the “Cure of the 
Public.” The affair was a most enjoyable 














AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


vne, and undoubtedly will tend to con- 
vince the pharmacists and physicians 
present of the reliability of the J. 
products. Below we give a partial list of 
those present: 


THE VISITORS. 


Dr. W. B. Atkinson, Dr. D. Avision, M. F. 
Apple, Dr. 5 W. Anders, George D. Blomer, 
Dr. George D. Blomer, tm Thomas F. Bradley, 
5 M. Baer, Z. James Balt, Dr. R. urke, 

r. J. F. Berlet, Dr. B. L. Brown, Dr. William 
T. Burke, A. H. Bolton, J. B. Buckman, Dr. S. 
J. Bushey, C. H. Butterworth, A. L. Beshore, 
W. P._Bender, P. L. Bowers, Dr. Edward S. 
Cook, et Crawford, George J. Grumbie, W. 
L. Cliffe, H. Campbell, D E. Canon, T. 
Campbell, Dr. C. H. Clewill, Dr. C. H. Clevell, 
Dr. George E. Dahis, Dr. J. J. H. Dubbs, Dr. 
J. H. Dripps, N. B. Danforth, Dr. A. J. Dan- 
lore, Dr. A. H. DeYoung, C. A. Eckels, George 
B. Evans, G. E. Engelman, F. Eberly, A. Eber- 
ly, John P. Frey, L. O. Funk, Edward B. Finck, 
W. A. Fetters, W. S. Froelich, Dr. J. ‘orst, 
G. W. Fehr, Dr. S. W. Gadd,’ W. H. Gano, E. 
R. Gatchell, Dr. H. J. Hoban, Dr. G. R. Hul- 
sizer, L. R. Hoflecker, Dr. Edward H. Horgan, 
A. Holt, W. Hartzel, G. Holmes, A. S. Hollo- 
peter, Dr. A. R. Inean, H. E. Jones, A Jung- 
mann, J. L. Kooker, Dr. Adam Reemsn, J H. 
Klineer, Fred R. Keiler, Dr. August H. Keller, 
M. N. Kline, Dr. Percival Loder, Dr. James B. 
Longshore, R. H. Lackey, Dr. F. F. Long, Dr. 
J. F. Lewvitt, C. L. Long, H. A. Nolte, Dr. E. 
F. Minger, E. D. Michener, Hen Mitchell, 
i H. Marshalder, Dr. H. Meuller, R. H. Mac- 

nery, Dr. gf Moore, Dr. G. Y. Pascoe, W. 
- Pechin, Dr. H. F. Palm, J. W. Pechin, Dr. 
. W. Packard, J. B. Reynolds, F. E. Reidnauer, 

r. D. J. Reese, D. H. Ross, A. C. Smith, Jo- 
seph V. Smith, Dr. Theodore Spirssler, S. “M. 
Selover, Walter H. Smith, Stoever Shoe- 
macher, M. Sonntag, A. C. Schoefield, £ Vs 
Slaughter, a nie F. Sonwers, W. F. Stein- 
metz, H. L. Stiles, N. H. Satmen, Dr. O. Spriss- 
ler, H. N. Snyder, S. C. Thompson, Dr. F. F. 
Thompson, E. M. Wallington, R. P. Wilkinson, 
A. Wilson, Dr. E. F. Walsh, Dr. E. B. Wheeler, 
a J. B. Wallace, A. H. Wolsey, A. L. Win- 
gert. : 


In addition to the Philadelphians pres- 
ent, Messrs. Chas. W. Parsons, Caswell 
A. Mayo, F. B. Hays and Geo. B. Stelle, 
of New York, were in attendance. 


Geo. A. Brandreth Dies. 


George A. Brandreth died at his resi- 
dence in Sing Sing, November 15th, of 
fatty degeneration of the heart. Mr. 
Brandreth was the head of the firm of B. 
Brandreth’s Son, of that city. He was a 
trustee of the Sing Sing Savings Bank 
and a director of the First National Bank 
of Sing Sing. He was largely interested 
in real estate. In politics Mr. Brandreth 
was a Republican. He had been a mem- 
ber of the Legislature from West Chester 
many times prior to the war, and was 
president of the village of Sing Sing for 
several terms. Ele was a candidate for 
Representative in Congress in 1892,, but 
was defeated by William Ryan. Mr. 
Brandreth nominated the late Gen. Jas. 
W. Husted for the office of Assemblyman 
from the Third West Chester district for 
twenty-one consecutive years, and he also 
placed in nomination the present Assem- 
blyman from that district, the General's 
son, James W. Husted, for the three 
terms he has served in the Assembly. Mr. 
Brandreth was born in New York city 
seventy years ago, but most of his life has 
been spent in Sing Sing. He had been 
married twice. His first’ wife was a 
daughter of Gen. Aaron Ward. By her 
he leaves four daughters, Mrs. Francis 
Larkin, Jr., Mrs. Frederick Potter, Mrs. 
John I. Kane and Mrs. Henry Borup. 
His second wife, whom he married in 
1884, was Miss Annie Ashton, of Sing 
Sing. Mr. Brandreth was a brother-in- 
law of the late Samuel J. Randall and of 
Gen. E. A. McAlpin. 
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Personal Items. 


Julius Richter, druggist, at No. 2204 Fulton 
street, Brooklyn, is enlarging and renovating 
his store. 


The drug store of Louis E. Oxee, which was 
opened about a year ago at No. 515 Amster- 
dam avenue, has been closed. 


A new drug store has just been opened on 
First avenue, between Sixty-ninth and Seventieth 
streets, the owner being Dr. J. L. de Victoria. 


Francis S. Warner, druggist at the corner of 
Seventh avenue and Thirty-eighth street, has 
decided to keep his pharmacy open all night for 
the benefit of his patrons. 


William Gandert, one of the buyers of the 
wholesale drug house of McKesson & Robbins, 
became the proud father of a 15-pound boy on 
Tuesday, November 16th. 


E. W. Barber, who was until lately at Winters’ 
pharmacy, No. 307 Manhattan avenue, Brooklyn. 
has made an eagagement with Schaaf Brothers, 
druggists, at No. 798 Eighth avenue. 


The store of E. L. Fendler, at No. 1379 
3roadwey, was sold at auction on the 8th of 
November. The stock and fixtures had been 
sold to an auction firm some days previous. 


Harry A. Somerville, who sold his interest in 
the drug store corner of Park avenue and Eighty- 
sixth street, has accepted the position of apothe- 
cary of the Kings County Hospital in Brooklyn. 


Anton Walter, druggist, at the corner of 
One Hundred and Nineteenth street and Lex- 
ington avenue, died suddenly on Wednesday, 
a 17, aged 42 years. He is survived by his 
wife. 


William Hunte, N. Y. C. P., ’82, druggist, at 
No. 82 Fifth avenue, corner of ean street, 
Brooklyn, is seriously ill with pneumonia. Peter 
A Ehrgott is managing the business during his 
1lliness. 


F. C. Horsford, N. Y. C. P., ’93, has resigned 
his position at P. B. Knapp & Sons’ pharmacy, 
No. 362 Hudson street, and resumed his studies 
in medicine at the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons. 


Curt W. Knape, N. Y. C._P., ’91, who lately 
resigned his position with Merck & Co., has 
accepted the position as first clerk at Louis 
Lehn’s pharmacy, corner of Park avenue and 
Sixty-fourth street. 


Edward H. Hay, N. Y. C. P., ’89, of the retail 
drug firm of H. H. Hay & Son, of Portland, 
Maine, was in the city the past week purchasing 
goods for the holidays. Mr. Hay is assayist for 
the State of Maine. 


Jacob J. Lauffer, N. Y. C. P., ’94, lately in the 
employ of Steinman & Schaefer, druggists, at 
No. 262 Driggs avenue, Brooklyn, will open a 
pharmacy at No. 1551 Broadway, Brooklyn, 
about the 15th of December. 


Samuel Grant is a recent acquisition to the 
dispensing staff of Reeder Brotners, the drug- 
gists of Fourth avenue and Thirty-first street. 
He was formerly with McNair, at Ninth ave- 
nue and Twenty-fourth street. 


Francis B. Hays, well-known to the retail trade 
of New York as the energetic and able news- 
gatherer for a number of years of the Druggists’ 
Circular, has resigned, and will return to_ his 
home in Oxford, N. C., to follow the retail drug 
business. 


George R. Banitch, formerly with F. J. Sultan, 
druggist, corner Third avenue and Twenty-third 


street, and more recently at Louis Lehn’s phar- 
macy on Park avenue, corner of Sixty-fourth 
street, is now with Smith & Stage, druggists, at 
No. 901 Seventh avenue. 


Thos. P.A. Kelly, manager of Ammon’s phar- 
macy, Columbus avenue and Eighty-first street. 
became the father of a boy November 10th. Mr. 
Kelly is an enthusiastic advocate of the shorter 
hours movement, and his eloquence is always 
a feature of the meetings of the League. 


Dr. S. A. Hardy, druggist, at No. 574 Second 
avenue, was married on Tuesday evening, No- 
vember 9th, to Miss Florence Smith, at the 
home of the bride’s mother, on Forty-third street, 
near Lexington avenue. Dr. and Mrs. Hardy 
spent their honeymoon in Washington, D. C. 


B. Carter, formerly with Caswell, Massey & 
Co., druggists, corner of Bruauway and Twenty- 
fifth street, and more recently at Van Horn & 
Ellison’s pharmacy, corner of Fifth avenue and 
Fiftv-eighth street, is now with W. W. White, 
at his pharmacy on Madison avenue and Fifty- 
third street. 


Matthew Kramer, formerly clerking at the 
Wohlfarth pharmacy, corner of One Hundred 
and Tenth street and Third avenue, and more 
recently with Max Hollander, druggist, corner 
of Plum street and Palisade avenue, has_ac- 
cepted a position at William M. Olliffe’s phar- 
macy, No. 6 Bowery. 


Dr. George H. Jorgensen, a graduate in 1896 
of the first post graduate class at the New York 
College of Pharmacy, died on Monday evening, 
November 15th, at the home of his parents, 
corner of Melrose avenue and One Hundred and 
Fifty-sixth street. He had been sick for over 
a year with consumption. 


G. H. Carter, formerly with William Wilson, 
druggist, at the corner of Broadway and Thitty- 
fourth street, and more recently one of the 
prescriptionists of the Hegeman Co., at No 
196 Broadway, has polio a position at. the 
Long Acre Pharmacy, corner of Broadway 
and Forty-third street, New York city. 


Bernard Mueller, N. Y. C. P., ’94, formerly 
in the employ of George Huether, druggist, at 
the corner of Third avenue and One Hundred 
and Sixty-ninth street, and more recently at 
Friedlander’s pharmacy, No. 2183 Eighth avenue 
has resigned his position at the latter store, an 
has accepted a clerkship with George Freygang 
on West Broadway, near Walker street. 


The book of the Drug Club has just been 
issued, containing the constitution and_ by-laws 
of the club, with a copy of the certificate of 
incorporation and a list of the officers from the 
foundation of the club in August, 1895, down 
to those presiding on October Ist, 1897. The 
little book is tastefully printed, and has a 
very attractive cover in green and gold. 


The committee having charge of the arranye- 
ments for the annual banquet of tne alumni _as- 
sociation of the College of Pharmacy of New 
York, has determined to hold the banquet at the 
Arena on the night of Wednesday, ecember 
15th. The price of tickets has been placed at $2, 
and members of the alumni will have the priv- 
ilege of inviting as many friends as they choose 
to buy tickets A 


George R. Banitch was married on Wednes- 
day evening, November 10th, to Miss Lizzie 
Wulff, at the residence of the bride’s parents, 
No. 517 Broadway, Long Island City. r. Ban- 
itch was looker with Louis Lehn, druggist, 
at Park avenue and Sixty-fourth street, but has 


recently accepted a clerkship at Louis P. 
Rupp’s pharmacy, corner of Thirty-sixth street 
and Ninth avenue, New York City. 
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Edward L. Fendler, a druggist at 1379 Broad- 
way, was fined $150 by Presiding Justice Hayes, 
in Special Sessions, on a charge of practicing 
medicine without a license. 

Theresa Holbrook, of 188 West Thirty-second 
street, swore that Fendler prescribed for her for 
the morphine habit. She said he guaranteed to 
cure her in two weeks’ time, and that she paid 
him $50. His treatment was a failure, and she 
reported his case to the County Medical Society. 

this is the heaviest fine yet imposed in Spe- 
cial Sessions for this offence. Fendler paid. 


Commercial Club Dines Its Govern- 
ors. 


The Commercial Club, an organization 
of West Side merchants in New York, 
gave a dinner to its Board of Governors 
last week, which was participated in by a 
number of well-known drug men.  H. 
A. Dickie, of the United States Printing 
Company, presided and discharged the 
functions of toast-master in a very able 
manner, adding much to his popularity 
with the members. Speeches were made 
by W. S. King, president of the Mer- 
chants’ Association of New York; F. B. 
Thurber, president of the United States 
Export Association; C. H. Fancher, 
president of the Irving National Bank; 
General John T. Cutting, O. J. Gude, S. 
F. Taylor and E. L. Mooney, president 
of the club. Among others present were 
Thomas F. Main, W. A. Hockmeyer, 
Dr. C. F. Booth, of Tarrant & Co.; H. B. 
Harding, of the Humphreys Homeopa- 
thic Remedy Company; A. R. Elliott, [. 
J. Benjamin and T. J. Keenan, of the 
American Druggist Publishing Company, 
Joseph Leeming, of Thomas Leeming & 
Co., and H. Williams of the Mattson 
Rubber Company. 


WESTERN NEW YORK. 


BurFraLo, N. Y., Nov. 20.—The drug 
business is fair. Wholesalers say that 
their branch of the trade is satisfactory, 
but it will be a long time before that can 
be said with full force of the retail trade. 
This is so attractive to a certain class of 
quiet business men that they are bound 
to overcrowd it. No new inroads are 
reported on the part of the grocers or 
department stores. 


Buffalo Board Active. 


The Erie County Board of Pharmacy, 
at its second October meeting, granted 
pharmacists’ licenses to Fred E. Herrick, 
of Mayville, and Mr. Bargar, of Buffalo, 
also assistant’s license to Jeremiah R. 
Dodds, of Buffalo. These were all on 
certificates from other sources. All the 
candidates who were examined failed. 

The Board is still bringing up delin- 
quents, mostly proprietors of one-license 
stores. If they show that they are pro- 
viding relief clerks and doing what they 
can to carry out the law, no action is 
taken, for there is no wish to make the 
small pharmacist undue trouble. The 
effort is rather to relieve him from the 
burden of the law, without endangering 
the public health. 


Competition Among Wholesalers. 


The talk of a new wholesale establish- 
ment continues, but a wholesaler puts the 
case in a decidely uncomplimentary way 
for those who are asking for more com- 
petition. He says that there is really 
more competition in the wholesale trade 
than ever before, as every big concern 
outside took Buffalo as a special stamp- 





ing ground, the moment the Hubbard 
concern withdrew, and have kept the pace 
up ever since, so that actual competition 
is greater than ever before. Then, he 
adds, in a grim sort of way, that there are 
retailers who are asking for more stores 
just so that they can get more credit. 
Every new wholesale house means all the 
way up to $1,000 more of possible credit. 
It is not the cash buyer who asks for a fur- 
ther division of the wholesale business. 
This sentiment may not be so very ac- 
ceptable to the retail trade, but it should 
be borne in mind that it was directed 
wholly towards the members of it who are 
slow pay, and who really advance the 
cost of everything on account of their 
poor business methods. 
Chemist Hill Kept Busy. 

City Chemist Hill is adding to his pub- 
lic and college duties these days by mak- 
ing assays of gold-bearing ore, which 
comes in from all parts of the country. 
Some assays made by him show a sur- 
prising degree of richness. He is now 
off on a somewhat extended vacation, as 
his work in the College of Pharmacy is 
light just now and can be safely left in 
the hands of assistants. The college has 
just concluded the examination of de- 
linquents from last year and is pleased to 
find that all but two were able to throw 
off their conditions. 


Buffalo Notes. 


The Chase drug store, at Ferry and Grant 
streets, has been sold to J. S. Greey, who owns 
another store in the vicinity and is said to be 
preparing to close one of them as soon as ar- 
rangements can be made. 


The Parmlee Drug Co., of Norwich, filed ar- 
ticles of incorporation last week at Albany. 
The articles show the stockholders of the com- 
ag to be Sidney E. Smith, Curtis E. Rathbun, 

yr. A. E. Bradley aud John B. Van Cleft. The 
directors for the first year are S. E. Smith, C. E. 
Rathbun and Dr. A. E. Bradley. 


Venders of soda-water gas report that their 
trade has hardly been as good as it was last 
year. The season was long enough, but too 
cool for the most part. There are some large 
maufacturers here, but they complain of com- 
petition from the sellers of natural gas. There 
is any amount of this gas flowing from carbon- 
iferous rocks on Buffalo Plains, but it is not 
made any use of. 


For a new concern, it appears that W. J. Mc- 
Cahill & Co. are selling a good many soda 
fountains. About as neat an all-onyx fountain 
as one often sees has lately been built for a 
Philadelphia establishment. it was about twelve 
feet long. City druggists say that this trade 
is drummed most persistently here by outsiders. 
Let it be known that some one is thinking of 
buying a fountain, and the whole manufacturing 
interest of the country will be represented on 
the spot by the next train. 


The Buffalo College of Pharmacy holds its 
mid-session examination next week, and the 
students are already doing extra time preparing 
for it. This does not prevent them from taking 
full interest in the football game. They have 
beaten everything but an All-Buffalo eleven that 
contains some crack players, and will try it out 
with them for the local championship next week 
and will also play Hobart College on Thanks- 
giving. On the 12th the entire University turned 
out to see “The Highwayman” at the Star 
Theatre, marching down from the University in 
a body, and presenting a fine appearance. 


President Smither of the State Pharmaceutical 
Association delivered a long address on the 17th 
on election reform. He has been the victim of 
party manipulation of the caucus this year, but 
for which the chances are good that he would 
now be the mayor-elect of the city. As it was, 
the opposition candidate won, through popular 
disgust of the party machine. Mr. Smither re- 
tires from city office this year and can speak 
with full force of these things. He advocates 
making all nominations by direct vote and giv- 
ing up the present caucus entirely. He is, per- 
haps, the most active reformer in the city, con- 
sidering his great ability. The city believes in 
him and will accept his ideas very generally. It 
is the politicians who stand in the way. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


A Magnificent Pharmacy. 


boston, Nov. 20.—On the 11th inst., 
Hall & Lyon opened a new store at 
Providence, R. I., which, from the stand- 
point of size and magnificence, cannot be 
paralleled in New England. It is located 
on Westminster street, and the entire six 
floors and basement are used by the firm. 
The exterior, which for the two lower 
stories is recessed, is of iron, giving an 
attractive entrance; the other four are of 
light buff brick with stone trimmings. 
Each floor is 100x24 feet. The store floor 
and entrance is of inlaid stone. The 
store proper is 16 feet high and is fitted 
in the renaissance style of architecture. 
It is lighted by 180 incandescent lamps 
fastened to the ceiling or clustered about 
the room. The fountain, which is of 
onyx, was furnished by Matthews, of 
New York. It is 31 feet long, and the 
top is of mahogany with French plate 
mirrors. This fountain is in three sec- 
tions; one may be used for hot soda, an- 
other for cold, or alternately. The ma- 
hogany fixtures were made by C. H. 
Bangs of this city. 


A Novel Cigar Case. 


The cigar department contains a novel 
feature. It consists of a cabinet of draw- 
ers, back of the cigar case, each being in- 
tended to hold a box of cigars. Each 
drawer has a key and any customer pur- 
chasing a box of cigars is given a key 
and permission to use one of the draw- 
ers. There is an open space at the rear 
of the case so that a pan of water at the 
bottom supplies sufficient moisture to 
keep the cigars in good condition. For 
those who prefer a dry smoke there is a 
tight-fitting strip at the back which ‘may 
be used to exclude the moisture. In the 
rear of the store are several recessed 
aisles, thus giving in a comparatively 
small space many hundred feet of shelv- 
ing for the storage of goods. 


A Convenient Arrangement. 


Over the counter in the rear of the 
store is a raised shelf just above the heads 
of the clerks. It is used to hold rows of 
packages of preparations most in demand 
and so arranged that a clerk can supply 
a partror’s wants without changing his 
position. The pneumatic cash system is 
employed. At the rear of the store and 
up half a flight is Mr. Lyon’s office, also 
that of the advertising manager and the 
operator of the cash system. Here by a 
swinging window Mr. Lyon can_ ob- 
serve the street floor and communicate 
with his assistants in other parts of the 
building, each floor being supplied with 
telephone and speaking tubes. 


A Unique Feature. 


Something unique in the management 
of a retail store is that the public has ac- 
cess not only to the street floor, but to 
the two floors above; also a portion of 
the basement. There are two elevators, 
one a passenger, with an operator always 
in attendance, and the other for freight, 
running to the top of the building. There 
is also a dumb waiter for carrying pres- 
criptions to the second floor and this con- 
venience is also used for small stock. 
The prescription desk is a large enclosed 
space in the centre of the second floor. 
It is supplied with all of the modern con- 
veniences and each clerk has a separate 
desk for writing. Space for the storage 
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of prescription stock is economized by the 
use of box drawers; a glance at the label 
on the outside of the drawer revealing the 
contents of the receptacle. On this floor 
absorbent cotton, antiseptic goods and a 
few pharmaceuticals are stored. Here 
also is the supply of photographic mater- 
ial with a dark room free to the public. 
There are trusses and like goods with a 
special room for fitting them. There is 
also space for goods for women with a 
female attendant. In the rear of this 
floor is a large room for the bookkeeper 
and his assistant. 


A Bargain mena. 


The next floor is the “snap” or “bar- 
gain room.” On the opening day it con- 
tained a large stock of woven baskets. 
An Indian woman was demonstrating the 
making of these goods. In the front of 
this floor is a room for two of the assist- 
ants. In it there is a bath room with an 
enameled tub, set bowl and water closet. 

In the front of the fourth floor there is 
a locked room for the storage of cigars, 
liquors and confectionery. The balance 
of this floor is for the storage of phar- 
maceuticals, patents, etc. 

The fifth floor is devoted to the storage 
of goods in bulk, glassware and the like, 
and the floor above is to be used for lab- 
oratory purposes. 


Supply Own Electric Power and Soda 
' Water. 


The building is lighted throughout by 
electricity, the power being supplied by 
the firm’s own plant, located in the base- 
ment. It is also protected from fire by 
a sprinkler system to which there is fitted 
a tell-tale gong to give notice of a leak 
or of a fire. A large blower forces fresh 
air through the building. In the base- 
ment is the boiler for heating and power 
purposes. ver a ton of coal is consum- 
ed each day. There is also an automatic 
carbonating machine, the Ferry system 
being employed. A portion of the base- 
ment is used for the sale of teas and cof- 
fees and the balance is devoted to the 
storage of heavy stock. 

On the opening day the store was 
prettily trimmed with potted plants and 
palms and it was visited by thousands of 
curiosity seekers and customers. So 
great was the crowd that two policemen 
were required to handle it and the sight- 
seers were well repaid for their trouble. 


Oldest Boston Druggist Dead. 


Dr. Patrick Morris, said to be the oldest 
druggist in the city, died at his home in 
South Boston, where he has resided for 
the past 40 years, on November 10. He 
was born in Treland in 1828, and came to 
this city at the age of 19 and worked with 
Dr. Sharkey at the corner of Federal and 
Purchase streets. He succeeded to this 
business, and continued there until the 
great fire of 1872, when he moved to the 
corner of Kneeland and Federal streets. 
In 1884 he established a branch store at 
1411 Washington street, and continued 
there in business until his death. 

He took an actjve part in his early life 
in patriotic measures associated with Ire- 
land, and was prominent in introducing 
Gen. Thomas Francis Meagher and the 
Hon. William Parsons of Ireland to the 
American public. 

The recent loss of his wife weighed 
heavily upon him, and undoubtedly has- 
tened his end. 

He left three daughters and four sons: 
Dr. John G. Morris and Dr. George P. 


Morris, of South Boston; Robert E. Mor- 
ris, a druggist of Roxbury, and Charles 
H., at present in the junior class of Har- 
vard College. 

Dr. Morris was assaulted a short time 
ago at his drug store on Washington 
street, and this is considered to be the 
principal cause of his demise. The funeral 
was held at Gate of Heaven Church, 
November 18, and was attended by many 
friends of the deceased. The remains 
were interred in Calvary Cemetery. 


Board of Pharmacy Busy. 


The Board of Pharmacy is in the midst 
of several important hearings. Most of 
these are applications for renewals of 
certificates revoked for violation of the 
liquor law. It is the unwritten law of the 
Board not to recall certificates unless the 
holder has been convicted in court. Ex- 
aminations were held on November 9, 10 
and 11. Forty-three candidates appeared 
and 12 certificates were granted to the 
following: 

Louis L. Schaltenbrand, Saxonville; 
Harry L. Hill, Salem; Dennis F. Rourke, 
Brookline; Virgil A. Rowe, Needham: 
Alfred M. Ferguson, Cliftondale; William 


A. Chaplain, Brockton; Charles W. 
Grossmith, East Boston; Eugene U. 
Giguere, Holyoke; Frank W. Robie. 


Lexington; Fred S. Chapman, Ashmont: 
Patrick J. Cuddyre, South Boston, and 
James J. Keaney, Boston. 


C. I. Hood Entertains. 


C. I. Hood, of Lowell, entertained a 
large party of members of the Home 
Market Club and their guests at his farm 
near that city on November 11. The 
vis‘tors were shown the fancy stock and 
given a luncheon. 


Minor Happenings. 


J. H. Oxward & Co., Beverly, have purchased 
H. L. Green’s business. 


South Salem, succeeds 


of Salem. 


Sherman Follonsbee, 
Whipple & Mansfield, 


Eugene Crockett is_to move into the store 
formerly occupied by Boothby & Lang, Lowell. 


George B. Markoe now has charge of the lab- 
oratory of W. B. Hunt & Co., 707 Washington 
street. 


C. H. Wigley has severed his connection with 
Connolly & Davis, Dorchester. Arthur Spauld- 
ing is his successor. 


Delaney & Decker is the style of the firm of 
which President Decker, A. A., M. C. P., is 
a member. Their store is on ene corner of Ab- 
bott and Cabot streets, Beverly. 


The F. Metcalf Co., is to have mew fixtures 
and soda fountain in the branch store at Copeley 
square. On the day of the Harvard-Yale foot- 
ball game, the colors of both universities were 
displayed in the store. 


Julian W. Baird, A.M., Ph.C., M.D., dean of 
the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy, and Pro- 
fessor of Analytical and Organic Chemistry, was 
married to Hattie Bett Ellinwood at Laconia. 
N. H., on October 25th. 


The next meeting of the Boston Druggists’ 
Association will be held at Young’s Hotel, No 
vember 30th. Rev. A. A. Berle will speak on 
“Some Civic and Commercial Resemblances,” 
and Gen. Curtis Guild, Jr., , will follow 
talk on “The Real Militia.’ 


with a 


After a warmly-contested political battle, Henry 
C. Hall, of Hall & Lyon, Waltham, has_ suc- 
ceeded in besting his opponent in the prelimin- 
arv skirmish for the Democratic nomination for 
Mayor of that city. Mr. Hall won handily in 
the caucuses, and unless: something remarkable 
happens, will receive thirteen out of fifteen votes 
to be cast at the convention. 
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Founder of Pennsylvania College 
of Pharmacy Dead. 


Dr. Martin Roche, president of the 
Pennsylvania College of Pharmacy, died 
on the 15th of November at the Univer- 
sity Hospital, Philadelphia, of apoplexy. 
Dr. Roche was born in Philadelphia on 
March 10, 1826. His father was a pro- 
fessor of mathematics in the United States 
Navy and started Roche’s Commercial 
College, at Eighth and Walnut streets, in 
which he had the assistance of his son, 
who, at the same time, pursued his medi- 
cal studies at the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, graduating from that institution in 
1852. He engaged in the active practice 
of medicine only a short time. His nat- 
ural inclination was toward educational 
work, and he founded the Polytechnic 
University at the southwest corner of 
Eleventh and Chestnut streets, teaching 
engineering, navigation, astronomy, sur- 
veying and similar branches. In 1871 
the Pennsylvania College of Pharmacy 
was incorporated, with Dr. Roche as 
president, and soon after both schools 
were moved to Twelfth and Spring Gar- 
den streets, their present location. 

At one time the Pennsylvania College 
of Pharmacy did a fairly good business, 
and it is said that one year 36 students 
graduated, though that was prior to the 
inauguration of the State Board of Phar- 
macy. This event seemed to have put a 
stop to the advancement of this college. 


agg Happenings in the Quaker State. 


J. Jenks, 4043 Market street, who has been 
slighty indisposed, is now able to resume busi- 
ness. 


The Progressive Pharmacy, which was _for- 
merly at 734 South Seventh street, has removed 
to 739. 


J. H. Taylor has opened a new store at Fourth 
and Tasker streets, which he has fitted up in 
a fine and substantial manner. 


Frank Morse, who for some time past has 
conducted the drug store at Twenty-second and 
Christian streets, has parted with it. 


Mr. Fleming has bought the drug store at 
Eighth and Vine streets which was formerly 
conducted by Roidot, who recently died. 


Wm. McDaniels, Jr., the local representative 
of Keasby & Mattison, who has been sick for 
some time, is now able to look after his trade. 


George W. Burk has returned from a trip to 
the old homestead at Flemington, N. J., where 
his mother is sick, but is now slowly recovering. 


George Blinkhorn, who some years ago was 
associated with the old Jacoby store at Tenth 
and Chestnut streets, has bought the store ate 
242 South Forty-seventh street. 


Druggist Dannenhauer, who operates a store 
at Sixth and Jefferson streets, created consider- 
able attention by a fine display of chrysanthe- 
mums he had in his window last week. 


A. H. Mohl has succeeded E. L. Redding at 
Second and Federal streets. Mr. Mohl was for- 
merly a clerk, and will make a number of im- 
provements and alterations to the store. 


Mr. and Mrs Freshell, of 3528 Haverford 
street, have returned from their wedding trip 
that included the northern part of New York 
State, Niagara Falls, Canada and the Adiron- 
dacks. 


J. J. Keenan has bought and fitted out a new 
drug store at Seventeenth and Ritner streets. 
The fixtures are unique; the store is commodi- 
ous and is considered a splendid place for a 
good business. 


John Fleming, of Shippensburg, of the firm 
of J. C. Altick & Co., was in this city recently at- 
tending a meeting of the encampment of the I. 
O. O. F. Mr. Fleming is Grand Junior Warden 
and well up in Odd Fellowship, 
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A special meeting of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Cincinnati Academy of 
Pharmacy was called for Monday, Oc- 
tober 17th, at the residence of Theodore 
D. Wetterstroem, and was called to order 
by Chairman A. Wetterstroem. Those 
present were President A. DeLang, A. 
Wetterstroem, Robert Groenlund, Will- 
iam F. Schell, William F. Knemoeller, 
Otto Lippert, Theodore D. Wetterstroem, 
Frank H. Freericks and Martin Dods- 
worth. It had been deemed advisable to 
call a meeting of the Board to consider 
the report of the Committee on Formu- 
jas. The committee’s report embodied a 
reply from the Academy of Medicine re- 
lating to favorable action taken by that 
society in endorsing the formulas and 
preparations of the National Formulary, 
as presented by the Academy of Phar- 
macy, together with a request for three 
hundred and fifty copies of the “Epi- 
tome,” to be published by the Academy 
of Pharmacy, Dr. Schenck, the secretary 
of the Academy of Medicine, having been 
instructed to send a copy, together with 
a circular letter, to each member of the 
Academy of Medicine when they are fur- 
nished to him. It was also kindly ad- 
vised to give a list of the members of 
the Academy of Pharmacy in the preface 
of the “Epitome,” for reference by the 
physician. This would seem to indicate 
that the pharmacists who are members of 
theacademy will derive special recognition 
at the hands of the medical profession of 
the city. After receiving the report of 
the committee, the Board considered var- 
ious plans for publishing the “Epitome,” 
and how to obtain the necessary funds. 
A lengthy discussion of the matter finally 
ended by deciding on motion to ask the 
members of the academy to bear a pro 
rata assessment of the expense, amount- 
ing for each member to two and not ex- 
ceeding three dollars. This would cover 
the total expense for a thousand copies 
of a neat leather-bound book, a sufficient 
number to distribute among all the mem- 
bers of the medical profession of the city, 
leaving a surplus for the members of the 
Academy. The Board then passed a 
resolution under which only such as sub- 
scribe to this guarantee fund, and who 
are in good standing, will have their 
names appear in the preface, the secretary 
being so instructed to notify the mem- 
bers. 

After disposing of the “Epitome” ques- 
tion, the Board heard the report of the 
Committee on Speakers, they having re- 
ceived an invitation to visit the plant of 
the Proctor & Gamble Company at 
Ivorydale, to inspect the making of soap 
and glycerin on a large scale. This being 
one of the largest concerns in the coun- 
try, a desire for viewing it was accepted. 
The date for the visit was fixed for Tues- 
day, November 16th. After the visit to 
the Ivorydale plant the members of the 
Academy went to Greer’s Garden, where 
a lunch was served. The day was thor- 
oughly enjoyed by all the visitors. 


Heard on the Street. 


Ed. Gray has recovered from an attack of 
rheumatism. 

Louis Hesiter has returned from a pleasant 
trip through the West. 

A. C. Hill has purchased the store of A. Koch 
& Company, at Third street and Central avenue. 

William Schmidter, of Linn and _ Findlay 
~mggag is studying medicine at the Miami Col- 
ege. 


Dr. J. C. Otis was elected to the Legislature. 
He may introduce a bill to amend the pure food 
laws. 


The drug store of Dr. D. E. Thomas at Cen- 

ter, Indiana, was destroyed by fire on October 
Incendiarism is suspected. 

George Chambers has removed his drug store 
from Washington C. H. to Dayton, O. He has 
one of the neatest stores in the Gem City. 

George Varden, of Paris, Ky., has been up on 
the Cumberland river for the past two weeks 
hunting and fishing. He is having a good time. 

John J. Hagan, formerly of the Richmond 
Drug Company, of Richmond, Ky., has bought 
= Bryant, of Corbin, Ky. John will suc- 
ceed. 

Fire destroyed the drug store of J. B. Walker 
at Williamsburg, O., on October 30th. Mr. 
Walker’s residence was also burned to the 
ground. 

Luxon Brothers have opened a fashionable 
pharmacy on Broadway, in Lexington, Ky. 
Wilus Luxon, one of the firm, was in the city 
last week. 

James H. Reed, a popular druggist, of Lex- 
ington, Ky., was married in Covington, Ky., last 
week to Miss Josephine R. Moberly. ’Twas quite 
a surprise. 

J. O. Arnold has purchased the drug store of 
S. K. White at Waynesville, O. Mr. Arnold has 
long been identified with the drug trade, and has 
a host of friends who wish him every success in 
his new venture. 


Registered by the Ohio Board. 


The following is a list of successful candidates 
for registration before the Ohio State Board of 
Pharmacy at the last meeting in Cleveland: 

Pharmacists—Wm. B. McKee, Arthur M. Ly- 
on, M. A. Rathburn, Harry D. Vail, F. B. 
Black, Edw. E. Robinson, Wm. M. Wiebold, 
Irvine W. Beck, Halley F. Shields, C. P. Mer- 
cer, Oliver F. Keller, A. J. Peck, C. H. Stone, 
Mortimer T. Wooster, H. Sudhoff, Ed. F. 
Hellwig, Louis Rademacher, Elmer E. Eagan, 
Aug. E. Smith, Harry Loeb, E. T. Conwell, 
Wm. E. Juday, Alf. T. Sobey, Alex S. White. 

Assistant Pharmacists—F. H. Sigle, S. V. 
Stewart, F. R. Byard, C. H. Pixley, Harry E. 
Shafer, M. S. Evans, J. A. Marshall, W. S. 
Grossman, F. W. McMillen, E. J. Clark, H. A. 
Klussman, Wilber Mohler, F. P. Krieling, E. 
Hablesreither, M. E. Mourey. 


ANOTHER DRUG SEN- 
SATION IN OHIO. 








Commissioner Blackburn Accused 
of Meddling. 


Proprietaries Containing Poison Cannot Be 
Sold in Ohio Under the Musgrove Law 
Without a Poison Label—Government by 
Doctors It Is Called. 


The Ohio Pure Food Commissioners 
instituted suit on Thursday, November 
18th, against Walding, Kinnan & Marvin 
and Milner & Co., of Toledo, on the 
charge of selling Scott’s Emulsion, Ayres’ 
Cherry Pectoral, Bromidia, Wheeler's 
Nerve Vitalizer and Agnew’s Catarrh 
Powder without having first labeled each 
and all of these preparations “Poison,” as 
required by the Musgrove law. Com- 
missioner Blackburn claims to have dis- 
covered, through his chemists, the pres- 
ence in Scott’s Emulsion and Ayres’ 
Cherry Pectoral of morphine. Chloral 
was discovered in Bromidia and Wheel- 
er’s Nerve Vitalizer, and Agnew’s Catarrh 
Powder was claimed to contain cocaine. 
The cases will be tried on December 2. 
The fallacy of the charge against 
Scott’s Emulsion must be apparent to the 
whole trade. It is only equaled by its 
absurdity and scarcely needed a denial 
from the makers to make public the fact 
that the analysts who claimed to find 
morphine, if they really did find it, were 
imposed upon by those who laid the plot, 
and who had possibly made unwitting 
tools of persons in the trade as well as 
on the commission. 


ILLINOIS, 





Still Waging War on Department 
Stores. 


Curcaco, Nov. 17.—Mayor Harrison 
and the aldermen have declared war on 
the department stores, on account of 
bridges which have been built as a con- 
nection between the buildings and the 
structure of the elevated railways. The 
Union loop track over which all the ele- 
vatedtrains run has only lately been com- 
pleted. It runs through the down-town 
district and passes close to some of the 
department stores. Trains were no 
sooner running than the managers began 
the construction of walks which bridged 
the intervening space and gave the 
passengers an opportunity to purchase 
goods without descending to the street. 
The retailers who have watched the de- 
partment stores thrive while they suf- 
fered,. registered vigorous protests, with 
the result that Mayor Harrison acted 
promptly. “I don’t propose to have our 
streets turned into tunnels, if I can help 
it,’ said Mayor Harrison. The Corpora- 
tion Counsel has been asked to define the 
Mayor’s power in this direction. It is 
said that there are a large number of de- 
partment store men who are anxious to 
build these bridges, and that the city 
streets may hereafter have two levels. As 
Chicago’s sidewalks are overcrowded, 
this change is not impossible. 


Verdict for Mrs, Van Schaack. 


Mrs. Florence Palmer Van Schaack, 
who sued Peter Van Schaack for aliena- 
tion of her husband’s affections, has se- 
cured a verdict of $65,000. Mr. Van 
Schaack, who is a wealthy wholesale 
druggist here, declares that no collection 
can be made on this score in Illinois, as 
the case now stands, and that he will fight 
any move that may be made in this State. 
Mr. Van Schaack made no defense in the 
New York suit. He says that the young 
woman in the case is going on the stage 
and is seeking advertisement. The 
trouble grew out of the objection of Mr. 
Van Schaack to the marriage of his son, 
John C., and the resulting friction among 
members of the family. 


The Bowling Club Score. 


‘ 

The two medals or prizes given by the 
Chicago Drug Trade Bowling Club for 
the highest score and the highest aver- 
age are gems of art; the one won by Dr. 
A. Bauer, for the highest score, is of 
ebony and gold, and represents a minia- 
ture score-board; the other, won by Geo. 
R. Baker, for the highest average, repre- 
sents a wheel, the spokes being of ten- 
pins and the hub a ball used in bowling. 
Both pins are to be worn until someone 
makes a higher score or average. The 
score at the last game was as follows: 
Antrim, 160, 158; Armstrong, 170, 122; 
Baker, 160, 179; Bauer, 135, 193; Del- 
bridge, 142, 147; Matthes, 174, 129; Med- 
bery, 164, 133: Pierson, 160, 137; Snow, 
132, 153; Stanbury, 164,.170; Storer, 133, 
118; Waldron, 175, 152. 


Notes of Interest to Chicago Druggists. 
George Pawley, of Forest, Ill., has sold out 
to Pawley and Bozell. 


August Merz has purchased the business of 
Jennie E. Bell, at 4700 State street. 


Theodore Moratz, of Bloomington, has put in 
a very handsome set of antique oak fixtures 
which were put in for him by Alexander H. Re- 
vell & Co., of Chicago. 
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The Columbia Chemical ‘Company at Marshall- 
town, Ia., has gone out of business. 


F. McIntosh, of Blackstone, IIl., died recently. 
His widow is to continue the business. 


WW. =. es eg & Co., of Danville, Ill., have 
been succeeded by Lindsey, White & Co. 

Fink & Chewning, of Bloomington, have dis- 
solved partnership, and have been succeeded by 
Funk & Shorthose. 


M. E. Blazer & Co., of Jolley, Ia., have dis- 
solved. The business will hereafter be conduct- 
ed by F. E. Freeman. 


Geo. Karg has purchased from Albert Goetz 
the La Plaza Pharmacy at the corner of North 
avenue and Clark streets. 


A. M. Fairchild, of Marinette, Wis., has been 
succeeded by the Fairchild Drug Company, and 
he has become manager of the new concern. 


James ‘/._—T° of Belle Flower, McLean 
County, Iil., is dead, and as he left no heirs his 
— go to the State as soon as the stock 
is so 


Wm. R. Warner, Jr., of Philadelphia, has been 
in Chicago during the past week conferring with 
Log ad Remick, and mapping out the work 
or 98. 


Bradford, apn ge and leading drug- 
gist z Pontiac, Ill. ., called on Sharp & Dohme, 
forrisson, Plummer & Co., this week and left 
large orders. 


Nellie Webster Babcock, daughter of C. E. 
Babcock, of Morrisson, Plummer & Co., was 
married to W. H. Archdeacon at Indianapolis, 
November 


The State Board of Pharmacy is in session at 
Chicago. One hundred and twenty young men 
are taking the examinations in the hopes that 
they may become registered. 


“Clemens Victor Kirchner, Born November 
14th, weight 8% pounds,” reads the cards sent 
out ’ by Mr. and Mrs. Gustave Kirchner, this 
week. Mr. Kirchner still dispenses the health- 
giving material at Arends’ drug store, but wears 
a bright new smile. 


At the meeting of the Chicago Drug Trade 
Bowling Club, November 12th, the following 
scores were piled up: Baker, 351; Bauer, 287; 
Blocki, 311; Fechter, 289; Malthes, 281; Mat- 
thews, 334, Pierson, 276; Snow, 254; Stanbury, 
294; Storer, 268; Waldron, 305. 


Judge A. M. Barnett, of Lewiston, IIl., is 
critically ill as the result of a peculiar case of 
poisoning. Arising during the night and feel- 
ing hungry, he ate heartily of a mince pie that 
was on the table. He was soon seized with se- 
vere pains and on awakening his wife, found that 
rat poison had been put in the pie. 


New Stores and Changes. 


Among the other new drug firms and recent 
changes in old establishments are the following: 
A dissolution in the partnership of of Matthews & 
Guernsey at Bloomfield, Ia., Guernsey con- 
tinuing; F. Z. Sherwood my did his stock at 
Faribault, Minn., to a ““™ party; Bert 
Zimmerman, of Spencer, S. D., has sold his in- 
terest to J. Myl les; Emil J. Anderson has 
opened a me at Hector, Minn., and 
areaves one at Glencoe, Minn.; a Tictin will 
build a drug store at Maynard, N. =: WDE a3 
Townsend is | up a drug a ‘for K. C 
Latta at Payton, Ia.; Farrand Bros. and Pat- 
terson are new druggists at Sumner, Ia.; John 
Baum will start at Monticello, Ia.; Glendon J. 
Smith & Co., have purchased the H. F. Koth 
& Co. stock at Riceville, Ia.; Mr. Lorch has 
bought Dr. Martindale’s stock at Hixton, Wis.; 
Arthur Willis, of Perry, Ia., has sold his drug 
interest to Frank Willis; Mr. Winans, of Ne- 
vada, Ia.,has bought the Olinger drug store; J. C. 
Hassels has assumed control of the Bowen dru 
stock; Graves has sold his store at Gil- 
bert, da, and purchased the drug stock of 
G. Anderson at Ogden, Ia.; Dr. i B. Puckett 
has closed out his drug store # unnells, Ia.; 
C. N. Drake, a Kimball, N. druggist, has 
bought an interest with ae "Martin & Co., 
at Howard, S. D.; Joseph Gray has opened a 
new store at Castalia, F. H. McBride, 
at Devil’s Lake, N. D.; Harris & Erickson at 
Towner, N. D.; Fairchild Drug Co. at Marinette, 
Wis.; Joseph H. Sweeney at Colman, S. D.; 

C. Smith at Eagle Grove, Ia.; L. g. Boyer at 
Odessa, Minn.; Cantwell & Carson, .-f aquo- 
keta, Ia., have sold their stock to J. Brown 
& Co.; Ernest H. Fellows has sede “out the 

“City Drug Store,” of Cambridge, Ia., to Anfin, 

Apland & Co.; W. N. Murphy has purchased 


the stock of Dr. Lea Murphy at Monticello, 
Minn.; John A. Barry has bought the Aldridge 

drug store in Farley, Ia.; Dr. Ritter of Well. 
man, Ia., has sold his drug store to Mr. Hoch- 
stetter; Needham & Percy have opened the ‘‘Peo- 
ple’s Pharmacy” at Wheatland, S. D.; F. A. 
Groezinger has sold his drug store to H. L. 
rT at La Crosse, Wis., and purchased that 
of R Spence at Tomah, Wis.; J. H. Fole = 
Son, of we Ia., have sold out to C. Fah- 
rion & Co.; Calkins has entered into part- 
nership with * Reenot at Monticello, Ia.; A. 
Pruitt has sold his store at Blanchard, Ia.; Chas. 
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Saunders and L. A. Hoffmier succeed the Eagle 
—- store at Grantsburg, Wis.; Nelson & Tem- 
ee of Minneapolis, engage in business at Elbow 
ake, Minn.; G. W. Froston opens a store at 
Gayville, Ss. D.; Louis bas uys a stock of 
drugs at Slater, Ta. ; J. B. Craft has purchased 
the Coveny Bros.’ stock ‘at Belle Plaine, Ia.; 
ew Steele will start a store at Fairmount, 

; Lewis P. Winans has obtained the stock of 
ps Funson Drug Co. at Slater, Ia.; J. W. Gray 
and Mr. Brady have formed a partnership at 
Castalia, S. F. T. McFarland has opened 
up at Murdock, Minn. 
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Review of the Wholesale Drug Market. 


Nk&w YORK, NOVEMBER 23, 1897. 


It should be understood that the prices quoted in this report 
are strictly those current in the wholesale market, and that 


higher prices are paid for retail lots. 


The quality of 


goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 


HE usual holiday dullness appears to 
have settled on the drug and chem- 
ical markets. The demand during 

the interval has been of an irregular char- 
acter and buying for speculative account 
is the exception. Interior dealers are 
pursuing a cautious policy with regard to 
purchases, current necessities alone being 
covered, and this course will probably be 
pursued until annual inventories are 
taken and the new campaign is entered 
upon. Importers and jobbers speak in 
hopeful terms of the outlook for future 
business and refer to the hardening ten- 
dency noted in a number of staple drugs. 
Roots and imported herbs continue firm 
in view of increased cost in the foreign 
market. While there is some weakness 
to be noted in a few staple articles, the 
indications are that the year will close 
upon a generally firm market. This 
view gains support from the fact that the 
statistical position of most lines is in 
favor of the holding interest, and the evi- 
dent disinclination to force stocks in ex- 
cess of actual requirements. 


DRUGS. 

Alcohol continues slightly irregular in 
view of active competition among pro- 
ducers; the current demand is being met 
at $2.29 to $2.31 as to quantity. 

Balsam Copaiba has been without new 
feature of consequence during the inter- 
val, but there is no urgency to realize on 
the part of holders and Central American 
sales were at 36c. to 38c., Para 40c. to 45c. 

Balsam Fir, Canada, continues firm at 
the previous range in view of scarcity. 
A fair jobbing business is reported. Ad- 
vanced to $1.85 to $1.90. 

Balsam Peru is given little considera- 


tion at the moment; jobbing sales are 
making at $1.90 to $1.95. 


Buchu Leaves, short, are held at 18c. 
to 22c. 

Cacao Butter is weaker in view of slight 
pressure to realize; jobbing sales of bulk 
at 264c. to 274c. as to quality and quan- 
tity. 


Cassia Buds remain quiet, but the mar- 
ket is steady, with 25c. to 26c. asked. 


Cocaine Muriate has been advanced twice 
since our last and is now firmly held on 
the basis of $3 to $3.20, with orders taken 
sparingly by the manufacturers. 


Codeine is higher, manufacturers having 
advanced the range 20c., with $3.95 now 
quoted for bulk. 

Cod Liver Oil is meeting with the usual 
seasonable demand and prices continue 
very firm. Prime oil is quoted $23 to 
$26 for Norwegian. The firm position of 
the article is due not so much to increased 
demand in this market as to the improve- 
ment in the position of the article at 
primary points. 

Cubeb Berries show a hardening ten- 
dency and values are higher in the fér- 
eign market, though prices here are nom- 
inally unchanged. Recent transactions 
were at the range of 6c. to 8c. for ordin- 
ary and 8c. to 9c. for XX 


Ergot continues omant very firmly in 
the primary market, and import cost is 
now about 18c. to 19c. for Russian, and 
25c. for Spanish. Spot stock is as last 
quoted. 

Morphine continues held firm in view of 
the improved position of opium, but 
prices are without quotable change. 


Opium is seemingly in stronger position 
and firmer. Sellers’ views have been 
strengthened materially during the inter- 
val by the stronger tone of foreign advices 
and the fact that the larger portion of the 
io lots in this market has been taken 

p. Cases are not now offered below 
$2.70, while broken packages are held a 
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shade higher, or say $2.724 to $2.75. Pow- 
dered is steady at $2.40 to $2.60. 


Quinine maintains its firm position and 
values are as last quoted, though there is 
seemingly some pressure to realize on the 
part of some holders, without, however, 
affecting the quoted range of prices, 
which remains the same from manuiac- 
turers and outside operators at say 28c. 
to 30c. for 100-ounce tins. 

Senna continues to offer at 10c. to lé6c., 
and 6c. to 12c. for Alexandria and Tinne- 
velly respectively. The tone of the mar- 
ket for both grades is firm. 

Tonka and Vanilla Beans show no 
change either as regards price or demand. 
DYESTUFFS. 

Aniline Salts continues in demand, and 


firm with sales on the spot at 164 to 174c. 
as to quantity. 


Gambier is less actively inquired for, the 
current distribution being for consump- 
tive purposes almost altogether. Pur- 
chases ex-store and steam are making at 
2.85c. to 2.75c. respectively. 

Sumac, Sicily, has been actively in- 
quired for, and the sales have been at 
$43 to $47.50. 


CHEMICALS. 


Arsenic, red, continues very firm in 
view of the prevailing scarcity. Saxony 
is held at 6}c. to 74c., and Silesian 7c. to 
7tc. White is firmer in foreign markets, 
but values here are unchanged. 

Brimstone, crude, is unsettled. Un- 
mixed seconds generally quoted $20.75, 
but supplies are not offered freely. 

Blue Vitriol is without special change, 
sales at 3%c. to 4c. 


Chlorate Potash is held with a fair show 
of steadiness and selling in moderate 
quantities at 94c. to 94c. for crystals and 
98c. to 9%c. for powdered. 

Citric Acid offers more freely from out- 
side holders, but manufacturers | still 
quote the change at 33c. to 334c. for bar- 
rels and kegs. 


Cream Tartar is held without change 
from the manufacturers, who quote 24¢c. 
to 249c. for both crystals and powdered. 

Formaldehyde has been added to the 
Roessler and Hasslacher Chemical Co.’s 
price list. It is put up in five, ten and 
twenty-five kilo demijohns and listed at 
30c. per pound. 


Quicksilver continues held, and_ sell- 
ing at the previous range of, say, 5lc. to 
52c. 

Tartaric Acid is offered lower from the 
hands of some outside holders, but man- 
ufacturers’ prices remain as_ previously 
quoted. 


ESSENTIAL OILS, 


Anise has weakened in the interval de- 
spite the various rumors of a further ex- 
pected appreciation in value. Reports 
from Russia, where the best anise is pro- 
duced, indicate a short crop, but this 
market remains apparently unaffected. A 
decline of 30c. shortly after our preceding 
report was published brings the range of 
this market down to $1.80 to $1.85. 


Bergamot continues slightly unsettled 
and lower prices are anticipated with the 
appearance in this market of new crop 
oil. The open quotation of the market 
is $1.75 to $2, though upon firm bids for 
quantities less would be accepted. 

Clove continues in good demand and 
firm, with the prospects of a near ap- 











NUMBER of correspondents have made inquiries regarding 
the date of the close of the Pharmaceutical Puzzle Picture 
competition. One subscriber in Canada makes the point%that, 

under the present rules of the contest, would-be competitors living at 
a distance are debarred from a chance in the competition. Another 
subscriber asks Jif 'it'7is necessary for participants in the contest to 
mail their solutions of the puzzle immediately after the publication 
of each series or at the close of the fourth series. To all these 
inquirers we would say that translations of the puzzle will be 
received at any time during the publication of the installments 
of the whole series, and after the publication of the last set of 
pictures in the contest, sufficient time will be allowed subscribers 
living in distant parts to participate in the contest. The award 
of prizes will be determined according to the accuracy and in- 
genuity of the solutions received. The first prize will be 
awarded to the subscriber who sends in the best solutions of the four 
sets of picture puzzles in the shortest time. The second and third 
prizes will be awarded to those who are rated next in order with 
regard to accuracy, ingenuity and promptness of solution. 





SECOND SERIES.—No. 2. 





Competition Open to Subscribers Only. 
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’ | NHE next two numbers of the AMERICAN Druceist will contain companion 


pictures to the one shown here. 


Prizes of books to the value of $5, $3 and 


$2 will be awarded to the subscribers who are the first to mail the best solutions 
of the complete series, the first of which appedred in our issue of November 10. 


The competition is open only to those whose subscriptions are paid up to date, 
or who, when sending in answers, remit the amount due on their subscriptions. 
By looking at the wrapper on his paper each subscriber can see the date towhich 


his subscription is paid. 
Address all answers to, 


Puzzle Editor, AMERICAN Drucotst, 66 West Broadway, New York. 








preciation in value; best brands quoted 
4Thc. to 50c. 

Lemon has not been inquired for to any 
extent during the interval and prices are 
less firm, though prime in coppers does 
not offer below 5c. 

Lemongrass is offered with some reserve 
at $1.10, with $1.15 to $1.20 the common 
quotation. 

al is finding steady sale at $1.50 to 

60 


Peppermint sells very slowly, notwith- 
standing present low prices. Western 
in tins quoted 90c. to 95c. Wayne County 
$1.05 to $1.25 and H. G. H. $1.35 to $1.45. 


Heinrich Haensel’s quarterly report on 


essential oils and fruit essences has just 
been received. The higher tendency of 
prices on many essential oils is noted. 
The prediction is made that anise oil will 
shortly advance in price and he advises 
his customers not to miss the present op- 
portunity of cheap prices to stock against 
all emergencies. A rise in price of Juni- 
per Berry oil is in prospect, according to 
Mr. Haensel, as both in Germany and 
Austria-Hungary there has been an al- 
most complete failure of the crop. 


GUMS. 


Aloes, Curacoa, are maintained at 2ic. 
to 3c. and a moderate business in a job- 
bing way is reported at this range. 























AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 329 


Arabic continues firm in view of the dif- 
ficulties in securing supplies from prim- 
ary sources. Trouble has again broken 
out in Soudan and transportation of sup- 
plies is subject to great delay. We quote 
the market unchanged. 

Camphor is without change of conse- 
quence, either as regards price or de- 
mand. The general line of druggists’ 
gums remains without change of conse- 
quence and only a moderate jobbing 
movement is reported. 

ROOTS. 

An advancing tendency is noted in the 
general line of imported roots and herbs, 
but no actual price changes are yet to be 
noted. 

Aconite, German, continues to job at 9c. 
to 10c. 


Belladonna in a small way is realizing 
12c. to 13c. 


Calamus is unchanged from 6$c. to 7c. 
for ordinary and 20c. to 24c. for bleached. 


Digitalis costs about 9c. to import and 
doggrass about 5$c. net. 

Gentian is held at 6}4c. to 64c., with mod- 
erate sales within the range. 

Ipecac is in greatly improved condition, 
with $1.75 named as inside price for 
prime quality on the spot. 

Mandrake is in less urgent demand and 
6c. is the common quotation. 


SEEDS. 


Prices remain steady for nearly all va- 
rieties and the condition of the market is 
unchanged. 


The North Dakota Board. 


The North Dakota board is composed 
of H. L. Haussamen, of Grafton; H. E. 
White of Jamestown, and W. S. Parker, 
of Lisbon. The full board was present at 
the meeting held at Fargo, November 
9th and 10th. 

Out of a class of twenty-one candidates 
eleven passed satisfactory examinations, 
as follows: Walter Master, Willow City; 
John A. Trainer, Grand Forks; H. S. 
Mankman, Hamilton; Herbert. Petty, 
Abercrombie; J. Feckler, Wimbledon; L. 
M. Arenson, Grand Forks; Fred. A. Wil- 
son, Wales: F. M. Cull, Milton; Charles 
Langdale, Fargo; C. A. Daily, Lakota; 
Robert E. Cuffe, Olga. 

The board will meet again the second 
Tuesday in March. 


The Arkansas Board. 


The regular meeting of the Arkansas 
Board of Pharmacy was held in the city 
of Little Rock on Friday, November 12th. 
Dr. John B. Bond, president, and J. M. 
Colburn were present; R. B. King, E. F. 
Klein and W. W. Kerr, secretary, were 
absent. 

There not being a quorum present, it 
was decided to take the examination of 
the applicants and submit to the absent 
members for their action. There were 
ten applicants for registration, of which 
number the following five were success- 
ful, viz.: S. J. T. Davis and W. C. Rain- 
bow, Pine Bluff; Wm. T. McClanahan, 
Fayetteville; A. E. Ferguson, Texarkana, 
and E. H. Abington, M. D., Beebe. 

The next meeting will be held in Little 
Rock on Friday, May 13, 1898. This will 
be the day following the adjournment of 
the annual meeting of the State Associa- 
tion, which is fixed for Tuesday, 10th. 


IN THE NORTHWEST. 


Minneapolis and St. Paul. 


NovEMBER 15, 1897. 


With the wholesale druggists in the 
Twin Cities the past two months 
it has been more of a question of filling 
orders than of getting them. Since last 
April the drug business has been on the 
increase and there are no signs of falling 
off. Orders for holiday goods, includ- 
ing druggists’ sundries, which were placed 
last summer, are being delivered now. 
While the drug trade is not affected by 
hard times as badly as many other lines 
of business, it suffers considerably, es- 
pecially in the sundry department. But 
the conditions throughout the country 
districts are so favorable that retail drug- 
gists are laying in good supplies for the 
winter trade, and consequently the whole- 
sale trade is rushed. The prices on im- 
ported sundries and some drugs and 
chemicals were raised in anticipation of 
the tariff bill, but this has had little ef- 
fect on the demand. Collections are be- 
ing made very satisfactorily, much better 
than for several years. 


The News Tersely Told. 


Chris. E. Haugan, a Minneapolis druggist, has 
been appointed postmaster of sub-station No. 1. 


J. C. Eliel, of the Lyman-Eliel Drug Co., 
Minneapolis, has been transacting business at 
Albert Lea, Minn. 


The Crocker-Thompson Drug Company’s 
store, in Minneapolis, was burglarized a few 
nights ago, and a small sum taken from the cash 
drawer and about $25 worth of stock. 


Theodore Esterly, a druggist, of Minneapolis, 
was on trial in the district court for throwing 
acid at a Miss Henk and her mother. He 
denied the charge, stating that the women had 
scarred their necks and saturated their clothes 
with acid: Evidently the motive is blackmail. 


The State Examiners have granted certificates 
to R. J. Messing and E. T. McKechnie, of St. 
Paul; Ernest W. Rebstock, Hutchinson; Jas. J. 
Remer, New Prague, as pharmacists, and Carl 
H. Laack, Rochester, and J. Elmer Davies, 
Mankato, as “assistants.” 





Some Legal Complications. 


C. G. Meredith, of Bath, S. D., was compelled 
to close out his drug business. The State Board 
of Pharmacy had ordered him to make this 
move, as he was without a license. 


The Minnesota Pharmaceutical Board has 
been served with papers directing it to issue cer- 
tificates of registration to Jerrold S. Whitcomb 
and Frank W. Hanson or show cause why these 
certificates should not be issued. The case has 
been continued to January 15th. 


A. S. Mitchell, State Chemist of Wisconsin, 
has issued a statement warning druggists in re- 
gard to violation of the State law relating to 
handling pure drugs. The co-operation of the 
druggists is asked for to rarse the standard of 
the quality of goods, as would result if the law 
is strictly adhered to. 


James S. Galloway, a druggist of Butte, Mon- 
tana, was arrested violating the law govern- 
ing the sale of drugs. The other druggists in 
the city claim that he is permitting a person not 
a registered pharmacist and not under the su- 
ervision of one, to compound prescriptions. 
‘he druggist pleaded not guilty and was re- 
leased on his own recognizance. 


A novel damage suit has been decided at La 
Crosse, Wis., in the justice court. dog was 
crawling between an oil cask and a partition in 
a drug store. The space was very narrow, and it 
is supposed that in crowding his body through, 
the dog turned the faucet on the cask, for all 
the oil ran out on the floor. As the dog was 
found behind the barrel, the druggist sued the 
owner for damages. The court awarded the 
plaintiff $28. 


Drug Store Changes. 


Dr. Guthrie will open a drug store at Freder- 
ika, Ia., shortly. 


_R. W. Bauman is erecting a new building for 
his drug store at Belmond, Ia. 


J. C. Krueger, of Morris, Minn., is having his 
drug store enlarged and remodeled. : 


Dr. Bissell, of Hills, Minn., has closed his 
drug store and rented the building. 


Sullivan & Johnson have moved into a hand- 
some new drug store at Valley City, N. D. 


Roberts & Co., druggists at Le Mars, Ia., 
suffered a loss of $1,000 by fire, October 20th. 


The Hoscheid Drug Co. has moved into the 
modern Armstrong block, just completed at 
St. James, Minn. 


A. O. Rowe and Miss Lela M. Barnes were 
married at Garner, Ia. October 27th. The 
groom is a druggist at Elkhart, Ind. 


J. F. Beppler, the pharmacist in Nichols’ drug 
store at Sioux City, Ia., was married to Miss 
Anna W. Hazen, on the 27th of last month. 


Rygh & Johnson have formed a partnership to 
sell drugs at the Christenson drug store, which 
they have purchased in Fergus Falls, Minn. 


Matt J. Johnson, whose store was destroyed 
by fire at Superior, Wis., has opened up a 
stock of drugs in the Ritchie block in that city. 


O. C. Amundson and Dr. C. E. Birney have 
bought out the drug store of Dr. C. E. Birney 
& Co. and are renovating it, at Estherville, Ia. 


The sale of the McBride Drug Co.’s stock at 
Des Moines, Ia., has been effected for a con- 
ea of $800, paid by the McCurnin Drug 
LO. 


Geo. Teed, Jr., a Webster City, Ia., druggist, 
was married to Miss Laura Buell October 21st, 
both being prominent young people in Webster 


City. : 


Miss Maud Hinchman, daughter of Mr. Hinch- 
man, the leading druggist of Red Oak, Ia., was 
— in marriage to Dr. Frank Schadel, last 
week, 


The proprietors of the drug stores at Dead- 
wood, 5 DB. have agreed to close their stores 
on Sunday afternoons between 12 m., and 6 p. 
m., and to close at 9 o’clock every evening. 





A Chapter of Accidents. 


A son of A. H. Kneeland, a druggist of Gales- 
ville, Wis., put up a bottle of iodine and la- 
beled it “For internal use.” As a result, a 
young lady almost lost her life. Young Knee- 
land was arrested and brought before the Cir- 
cuit Judge, but the case was postponed. 


S. L. Harris, a druggist of Oakes, N. D., met 
with a peculiar accident while filling a prescrip- 
tion. A bottle of compound amyl standing an 
the case suddenly exploded, breaking all the 
glass and bottles in its vicinity. It was her- 
metically sealed and had been in the store for 
over a year. 


The stock of fireworks which William Flath, 
the druggist at St. Thomas, N. D., had left over 
from last season, became ignited in some mys- 
terious manner a few days ago, and exploded all 
over the store. The rapid explosions created 
almost a panic among the customers, and several 
pails of water were required to put out the fire 
and quiet the nerves of those in the vicinity. 


Just as startling, but not so ludicrous, was the 
fire caused by an explosion in the drug store of 
Dornan & Westveer at Lake City, Ia. Mr. 
Dornan carelessly scratched a match near a bar- 
rel of explosive material,and the barrel promptly 
ascended through the ceiling. Mr. Westveer 
saved his partner’s life by promptly throwing 
water on the fire scattered about him. The 
stock was considerably damaged by the ex- 

losion and the water which the fire department 
loand necessary to use. One hundred dollars 
will cover the loss, but Mr. Dornan is badly 
burned about the face and hands, and it will be 
seme time before he recovers. 


—— 
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Registered by the Colorado Board. 


At a recent meeting of the State Board 
of Pharmacy there were twenty-four ap- 
plicants; fourteen passed a successful ex- 
amination and were declared registered 
pharmacists. The successful ones are as 
follows: W. E. Andrews, La Junta; W. 
P. Beckford, Denver; P. W. Barritt, Den- 
ver; D. Y. Butcher, Colorado Springs; 
P. H. Cullen, Leadville; W. M. Davis, 
Montrose; G. B. Gallup, Guffey; Fred 
Harrington, Denver; J. D. Malcomb, 
ry E. D. McArthur, Leadville; J. 

A. McGoey, Denver; F. M. Sigler, Den- 
ver; C. D. Wells, Pueblo, and J. A. Walt- 
mire, Lamar. 


AGITATING FOR AN AD- 
VANCE, 





Druggists’ Rubber Sundries Too 
Cheap, Say Manufacturers. 


The India Rubber World, of New York, 
the organ of the druggists’ rubber sun- 
dries manufacturers, publishes in its Octo- 
ber number the following review of the 
meeting of manufacturers, held in this 
city on September 10th, and reported ex- 
clusively in the American Druccist of 
September 25th: Whether or not the 
movement lately inaugurated with a meet- 
ing of druggists’ sundries manufacturers 
should result in a permanent organization 
for mutual advantage, it is certain that 
the members of the trade are agreed that 
some change is needed in the conditions 
under which they have been doing busi- 
ness for the last few years. Two facts 
which they have constantly to face are (1) 
the steady and continued rise in the price 
of crude rubber—which constitutes a 
larger element in the costs of druggists’ 
sundries than in many other lines of rub- 
ber goods—and (2) a decline in the sell- 
ing price of their goods, even more 
marked than the rise in raw material. 
With regard to rubber, the manufacturer 
may always derive some comfort from the 
thought that when the cost goes up it 
must some day come down again. But 
it is different with the prices of manufac- 
tured goods. 

ELASTIC BANDS TOO CHEAP. 


“A good illustration of the decline in 
the prices realized for our goods,” said 
one leader in the trade, “is afforded by 
elastic bands. I mention these because 
druggists handle them to a certain extent, 
and because it is necessary to make bands 
of pure rubber—with the exception of the 
small percentage of sulphur essential to 
vulcanization. Four years ago we were 
selling elastic bands in bulk at $1.65 a 
pound, which we considered a cut-price, 
having obtained only a few years before 
from $2 to $2.50 a pound for the same 
goods. Now what do we see? A large 
concern in the druggists’ sundries trade, 
and one which is striving for first position 
in that trade, has succeeded year after 
year in getting contracts for supplying 
elastic bands to certain government de- 
partments at Washington. Their bid this 
year was $1.15 a pound for bands packed 
in half-pound boxes. Now, it may be said 
that this low price was named with the 
idea of getting an advertisement out of 
the fact that the firm have contracts with 
the government. It is evidence of the 
good quality of their goods. 

“But it is an expensive sort of advertise- 
ment. These figures soon become known 
in the trade, and do you suppose that a 


stationer—whose purchases may amount 
to more than all the government contracts 
for bands—is going to pay more for hav- 
ing his orders filled than the same manu- 
facturers charge the government? Cer- 
tainly not. Not only is this particular 
firm affected, but all the firms in the trade. 
The lowest price quoted by any firm be- 
comes the standard. Our own customers 
hear of the last and lowest quotation, and 
if we want to retain their custom, we 
must meet their ideas as to price. If one 
should ask more than $1.25 a pound for 
bands to-day he would be laughed at. 
Yet no detail of the cost has become less 
during these four years, while fine Para 
rubber is much higher.” 


SPECIALTIES ARE YET SOLD AT A PROFIT. 


The above figures would indicate a de- 
cline of very nearly 25 per cent in the 
prices realized for elastic bands, below a 
price already considered low, during a 
period in which the cost of raw rubber has 
risen about 30 per cent. “These condi- 
tions are forcing us out of the druggists’ 
sundries business,” said the manager of 
an important house, as he sat at his desk, 
talking for The India Rubber World. “For- 
tunately we have some specialties—high- 
grade goods under trade-marks which 
have become favorably known, and arti- 
cles which are yet protected by patents— 
and these we sell at a profit, because we 
are in a measure guarded against compe- 
tition. But the general line of druggists’ 
goods sell below the lowest figure at 
which we can make them. We do make 
such goods yet, but only for this reason: 
We have our plant and our trained work- 
ing force, both of which are maintained at 
the highest point of efficiency by keeping 
them employed. It is possible, therefore, 
to handle the ordinary lines of goods 
sometimes as ‘fillers,’ keeping up the nor- 
mal volume of our business and helping 
to retain old customers, when, if we de- 
voted ourselves to such goods alone, we 
soon should be in the hands of a receiver. 
There are too many people in the trade 
who don’t know how to figure on goods, 
who don’t know what prices are neces- 
sary to yield a profit, but whose only idea 
is to make sales.” The same speaker 
named two important concerns who are 
engaged in a spirited competition for first 
place in the druggists’ trade and whose 
methecds seemed to him to be confined to 
trying to undersell each other. 


LOW PRICE; CHEAP QUALITY. 


“The fact that prices on druggists’ 
goods are too low is not the only point to 
consider,” said another gentleman; “they 
are becoming too cheap in quality. Why, 
these manufacturers have to live. They 
don’t carry on business for the purpose of 
losing money. Then, if they are obliged 
to pay more for raw material, but are 
unable to put up the prices of their goods, 
it is only natural that deterioration of the 
quality should be resorted to. The man- 
ufacturer who is determined to produce 
only goods of honest quality will find it 
hard to obtain better prices than the low- 
est level fixed by the producers of the 
cheapest goods. There is no doubt about 
it, the manufacturers in this line are in a 
position far from comfortable, the job- 
bers are in a state of uncertainty, while 
the consuming public are beginning to 
discredit rubber goods in this line because 
of the poor quality which is becoming 
more general under the unsatisfactory na- 
ture of the competition now going on. 
All the manufacturers want to see a 
change; none of them knows just what 
change.” 


“There is more in this question than 
trying to regulate prices,” was a remark 
addressed to an Jndia Rubber World man. 
“There are too many firms in the trade. 
There is only about so much business to 
be done, and it isn’t enough to give them 
all a good living. To get down to the root 
of the matter, what is happening now is 
that a struggle is going on, through price- 
cutting and the like, the result of which 
is that somebody will have to get out of 
business. This is being done to some ex- 
tent, but not enough to relieve the con- 
gested condition of the trade.” 


Tally-Ho Ride. 

At the recent meeting of the American 
Public Health Association in Philadel- 
phia, one of the most enjoyable and 
profitable of the many contributions to 
the special committee’s arrangements for 
entertainment, was a free tally-ho ride, 
given by the well-known and energetic 
H. K. Mulford Co. The tally-hos were 
equipped with every comfort and conven- 
ience, and made frequent trips, passing 
through the most interesting sections of 
the city and a considerable portion of 
Fairmount Park, and visiting Mulford’s 
Biological Laboratory, where concen- 
trated diphtheria antitoxin and_ allied 
products are prepared, and where every 
step in the preparation of antitoxin was 
observed by the guests. These courte- 
sies, it is needless to add, were accepted 
and highly enjoyed by every visitor and 
member of the Association. 


Always have seasonable goods in sea- 
son. 


Little Items of Interest. 


Bleached shellac will become worthless 
unless kept in water. ; 

Pure castor oi! will turn white when ex- 
posed to extreme cold 

Jalap root is imported in closely 
pressed packages of about 90 pounds, 
called “ceroons.” 

Oil rose is imported from Southeastern 
Europe in coppers holding 20 to 30 
ounces each. 

Cod liver oil is sent here from Norway 
in tin-lined barrels, holding exactly 30 
gallons each. 

An original package of lycopodium is 
a case containing ten 22-pound packages, 
neatly wrapped in blue paper. 

Barbadoes aloes is packed in small 
goards of 2 to 10 pounds each, and in 
large goards of 20 to 35 pounds each. 

Rock candy syrup should be kept in 
the cellar or the coolest place in your 
store. It is very liable to fermentation if 
kept in a warm place. 

Bulletin No. 12 of the United States 
Department of Agriculture will show why 
druggists should not endeavor to fill 
orders for “Black Pepsin,” “Compound 
Extract Salyx” and “Electrofied Silver.” 


The American Peppermint Crop. 

The American Agriculturist says that the 
American peppermint-oil producers are 
dissatisfied with the low prices of the pro- 
duct. They have reason to be, for Amer- 
ican peppermint-oil has never sold at such 
low rates as now. The farmers say that 
they will not again extend their area 
under peppermint, but that is not likely 
to improve matters much. What is 
wanted is a wholesale reduction of the cul- 
tures. Producers in New York State 
complain that cheaply-produced Western 
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oil is imported into Wayne County at a 
low price, bottled and sold as Wayne 
County. 
diana are just now more friendly to 
wheat than peppermint. Low or wet 
lands, suitable only for mint-growing, 
will be continued under this crop, but the 
rest will be turned into wheat. 

The mint-field of New York promised 
an abundant yield of oil up to midsum- 
mer, but it now appears that even last 
year’s moderate outturm will be slightly 
curtailed. Wayne County took the lead 
as a producer for many years, with an an- 
nual output of about 150,000 pounds. But 
according to H. G. Hotchkiss’ Sons, 
of Lyons, the yield this year is only about 
25,000 pounds. Growers in Wayne Coun- 
ty are gradually abandoning the business, 
this year’s acreage having been already 10 
per cent smaller than last year’s. 

In the Western mint fields, including 
portions of southern Michigan and north- 
ern Indiana, the business is undergoing 
some transformation. A good many 
farmers are resetting their fields with 
roots of the English mint, owing to the 
large yield of oil per acre. Michigan re- 
ports show more or less winter killing 
and damage by grasshoppers. 

The conditions in Indiana are much the 
same as in Michigan. The estimated yield 
of oil is as high as 20,000 pounds in St. 
Joseph County, full acreage and full yield, 
there being also a small quantity carried 
over from last year. Elkhart County re- 
ports a probable crop of 4,500 pounds, and 
La Grange County is credited with 1,200 
pounds. The export trade is consider- 
able, absorbing much of the surplus over 
home requirements, yet American grow- 
ers are obliged to face competition of 
foreign oil, particularly Japanese. Dur- 
ing seven months ending July, the latest 
figures available, total exports from the 
United States were 66,978 pounds, com- 
pared with 45,739 pounds for the cor- 
responding period in 1896. 


HINTS TO BUYERS. 


The Belgian Government offers a prize 
of $10,000 to any one who will discover a 
chemical that will take the place of white 
phosphorus in match-making. ~ 


We are informed that the Chemische 
Fabrik von Heyden, of Radebeul, have 
secured a decision from the Reichsgericht 
deciding the saccharin law suits in their 
favor and rejecting the claims of Fahl- 
berg. 





On our front cover will be found the 
advertisement of Parker, Stearns & Sut- 
ton, of New York. Their line of syringes 
and rubber specialties is one of the best 
known in the world and should be carried 
by every druggist. 


We commend the attention of our read- 
ers to the announcement of Mulhens & 
Kropff, 37 White street, New York, on 
their “4711” line of colognes, soaps, etc. 
This is a line which every druggist should 
have constantly in stock. 


It does not pay to use poor corks in 
prescription work, and our readers will 
find by getting samples from the Paddock 
Cork Co., Brooklyn, N. Y., that first- 
class prescription corks really cost very 
little more than inferior goods. 


Fine candies are among the sure sell- 
ers for the Christmas stock. DeKlyn & 


Growers in Michigan and In- . 


Co., 39 Euclid avenue, Cleveland, Ohio, 
would like to send free samples of their 
Knickerbocker bulk candies to our read- 
ers, so as to convince them that there is 
money in these goods. 


Schandein & Lind, 533 Arch street, 
Philadelphia, would like to send you their 
price-list and special inducements on 
Garwood’s Standard Perfumes. Their 
line has proven one of the best sellers on 
the market, and they offer very liberal 
terms on introductory orders. 


The Hero Fruit Jar Co., Philadelphia, 
make a line of sprinkler tops and col- 
lapsible tubes which are elegant in form 
and excellent in material. Those of our 
readers who put up their own glycerin 
jelly, tooth pastes, washes, etc., should 
write them for illustrated catalogue of 
their goods. 


We call the attention of our readers to 
the new formaldehyde generator, manu- 
factured by the Sanitary Construction Co. 
of New York. With the prevailing ideas 
on sanitary disinfection by means of for- 
maldehyde gas, this machine should be a 
line which druggists might carry with ad- 
vantage. For further particulars ad- 
dress the company. 


The old reliable house of Billings, 
Clapp & Co., of Boston, have long made 
a line of goods which druggists have been 
glad to handle, and they have recently 
put in an entirely new pill plant, which 
has added still further to their usefulness 
to the profession. Druggists wanting 
anything in the line would do well to cor- 
respond with the house. 


A New Phenacetine Decision, 


In the suit of Edward N. Dickerson 
against Austin Remsen and Louis R. Ed- 
wards to recover damages for an alleged 
infringemént of a patent, Judge Lacombe, 
in the United States Circuit Court, has 
handed down a decree declaring the pat- 
ent granted to Farbenfabriken Vormals 
Friedr. Bayer & Co., as assignee, for an 
improvement in the manufacture of 
phenacetine, dated March 26, 1889, good 
and valid. By the decree a perpetual in- 
junction was issued against them from 
using or selling the patented improve- 
ment, and it was ordered that the com- 
plainant shall recover from the defendants 
all the profits and advantages accrued to 
them from infringement of the patent, 
and that an accounting of the same be 
made before United States Commissioner 
Shields, as a master of the court. 


Change in Price of Iatrol. 


The Clinton Pharmaceutical Company, 
Syracuse, N. Y., have made a recent 
change in the price of Iatrol, whereby 
druggists can now purchase through the 
jobbers in single ounce lots at 90 cents 
per ounce. 


The Ideal Hair Brush. 


On another page is illustrated a genu- 
ine Siberian-bristle air-cushioned hair- 
brush. This brush is the only one 
of its kind on the market, and 
the air-cushion, combined with the 
genuine Siberian bristles, makes it 
one of the most effective, and at 
the same time agreeable brushes in use. 
The bristles are so stiff as to completely 
penetrate the hair, while the presence of 
the air-cushion prevents the bristles press- 
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ing so hard against the scalp as to irri- 
tate it and enables them to adapt 
themselves to the inequalities of the scalp 
so that every portion of it is reached 
without any portion being unduly irri- 
tated. Henry L. Hughes, 185 Dearborn 
street, Chicago, the exclusive licensee and 
importer of these brushes, will be pleased 
to quote prices and furnish illustrated de- 
scription to correspondents mentioning 
this journal. 


A Handsome Sponge Case. 


We present herewith two illustrations 
of the Eureka Revolving Sponge Case 
which has many points of excellence 
about it. The case stands about 50 inches 
high, with a diameter of ahout 26 inches. 
The glass sides enable customers to see 
the contents of the case without any difh- 
culty, and when a customer has selected 





EUREKA SPONGE CASE CLOSED. 


any particular sponge it is easy to revolve 
the case and obtain the particular sponge 
desired without any waste of time or 
energy. The case has ten separate com- 
partments, which would enable the drug- 
gist to keep the stock thoroughly sorted 
out as to size and qualities. Where the 





EUREKA SPONGE CASE OPEN. 


stock of sponges is not large enough to 
fill the entire case, some of the divisions 
can be used for chamois skins. The case 
is made by J. J. Honecker, Pearl street 
and Clarke avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 
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Confidences May Not Be Violated. 


The Supreme Court of Michigan has 
just rendered a decision upholding the 
decision of Judge Adsit, of the Circuit 
Court, which is of importance to all oper- 
ators in new fields of invention, employ- 
ers and employees, where of necessity the 
knowledge of secret processes is impart- 
ed to trusted assistants. 

The case decided was that of the O. & 
W. Thum Co., manufacturers of Tangle- 
foot Fly Paper, against one of its former 
employees who had threatened to impart 
tc others the information he had acquired 
while in the employ of the company. 

It is of interest to all proprietors and in- 
ventors of speciaities to know that their 
formulae and methods, the product of 
their invention and labor, are considered 
by the courts as property with rights in- 
violable, and that their employees who are 
taught and learn the process of manufac- 
ture and composition of the product, are 
not free to part with such information to 
others jor a consideration, nor even to en- 
gage in the manufacture of such special- 
ties on their own account. 

The decision is clearly in the interests 
of justice, morality and good business, for 
in no other way can such enterprises be 
developed to their fullest possibilities, 
making possible the employment of many 
operators and the cheapening of product 
which accompanies large production. 
From a standpoint of justice and good 
morals, there can be no question about 
the right of each one to the fruits of his 
own effort and thought, gained sometimes 
only by years of experience and experi- 
menting, and often at great cost before a 
satisfactory result and success is obtained. 

The decision was based upon points of 
law and of common justice, and will give 
eminent satisfaction to all engaged in the 
manufacture of such specialties. 

The company was rather stubbornly 
and persistently opposed by its oppon- 
ents, but through the able efforts of its 
attorney, W. W. Hyde, it maintained its 
position in every step and stage of the 
case. 





The Coming Food. 


As a rule it requires considerable time 
to make the retail] druggists acquainted 
with any new article, whether it be one of 
superior merit or only ut ordinary value. 
The remarkably short time in which Es- 
kay’s Food has been brought to the at- 
tention of the retail drug trade, through 
liberal advertising in their journals, and 
the very favorable reception it has re- 
ceived attest not only the good judgment 
of manufacturers in their methods of ad- 
vertising, but also speak volumes for the 
merits of the Food itself. 

The phrase they use, “The Food That 
Nourishes,” is strictly true, and judging 
from the numerous letters they are con- 
stantly receiving, it would appear that 
customers have been waiting for just such 
a food and have been quick to appreciate 
a good thing. 


Liquors in the Pharmacopoeia. 


Joseph W. England (Am. Jour. Phar., 
1897, 580) opposes the suggested dis- 
missal of liquors from the Pharmaco- 
poeia on the ground that good liquors 
contain some acid, probably valerianic, 
which has some therapeutic action aside 
from the alcohol present, while the ex- 
tractive probably has some therapeutic 
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worth. The acidity of whisky seems 
generally to be of use in determining the 
value of whisky. 


American Pharmaceuticals in For- 
eign Countries. 


The extension of the trade in American 
pharmaceuticals in foreign countries has 
been very rapid during the past few years, 
a leader in this line being Frederick 
Stearns & Co., of Detroit. During a re- 
cent visit to their laboratory an AMERI- 
caAN Druccist reporter noted shipments 
of goods ready for transmission to Lo- 
renzo Marquis, Delagoa Bay: Cape Town 
and Cape Colony, South Africa; Welling- 
ton and Duneden, New Zealand: Ade- 
laide, Sydney and Melbourne, Australia; 
Freetown, Sierra Leone; Durban, Natal, 
and San Jose, Costa Rica. Each of these 
shipments contained some of their wine 
of cod liver oil, which has taken a high 
stand in the estimation of the medical 
public wherever introduced. 





High Rollers. 





Something New in Asepsis. 


Seabury & Johnson have perfected a 
system of sterilizing ligatures, which ap- 
pears to be perfect. In this system each 
string, after preliminary treatment, is 
packed in a sealed germ-proof inner cap- 
sule in which it is sterilized by heating 
in cumol, at a temperature of 330 de- 
grees F., for sixty minutes, by a process 
preserving the original strength 
or elasticity of the ligature, and 
proven the most reliable by ex- 
tensive bacteriological tests. 

The inner capsule is made of 
porous material, permitting the 
sterilizing agent to penetrate and 
saturate its contents—mechani- 
cally and effectively excluding 
microbic life after the sealed cap- 
sule has been removed from the 
sterilizing agent. 

They therefore reach the hands 
of the surgeon direct from the 
sterilizer and are absolutely 
sterile, having avoided any possibility of 
becoming infected through any interme- 
diary handling. 

These ligatures are prepared in lengths 
of thirty inches of catgut and thirty-six 
inches of silk. The capsules containing 
each inidvidual ligature are to be opened 
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only under thoroughly aseptic condi- 

tions immediately before being used. For 

full details and quotations, our readers 

= address Seabury & Johnson, New 
ork. 


Dr. Hammond’s Animal Extracts, 


Following is a summary of the physio- 
logical effects reported aiter the adminis- 
tration of a single dose of Dr. Ham- 
mond’s Cardine hypodermically: 

1. The pulse is increased, and is rendered 
stronger and fuller. The perspiration is increased, 
with occasionally a mild headache, lasting a few 
minutes. 

2. A feeling of exhilaration is experienced and 
the mind is réndered more active and capable 
of effort. 

3. The quantity of urine excreted is increased. 


4. The expulsive force of the bladder and the 
peristaltic action of the intestines are augmented. 


5. A decided increase in the muscular strength 
and endurance, as in the ability to “put up” a 
dumb-bell. 

6. In some elderly persons an increase in the 
power of vision for a time. 

7. An increase in the appetite and digestive 
power, temporarily, at least. 

These animal extracts are handled sole- 
ly by J. Milhau’s Son, general agent, 183 
Broadway, who will be pleased to send 
pamphlet treating of their uses, dose, etc., 
to correspondents. 


Apostrophe to the Dollar. 


An editor has been inspired, after look- 
ing over his list of delinquent subscrib- 
ers, to compose the following: ‘How 
dear to our heart is the silver dollar, 
when some kind subscriber presents it to 
view; the liberty head without necktie or 
collar, and all the strange things which 
to us seem so new; the widespreading 
eagle, the arrows below it, the stars and 
the words with the strange: things they 
tell; the coin of our fathers, we’re glad 
that we know it, for some time or other 
twill come in right well; the spread- 
eagle dollar, the star-spangled dollar, the 
old silver dollar we all love so well.”’ 


Window Cards. 


The best use of window display can 
not be attained without the use of well- 
prepared, neat and effective cards, giv- 
ing prices, etc. Comparatively few drug- 
gists are able to prepare such cards them- 
selves in free-hand drawing, and have, 
therefore, to resort to mechanical aids, 
one of the most effective of which is a 
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set of rubber stamps prepared by Chas. 
L. Safford Co., 177 Madison street, 
Chicago. For full particulars regarding 
this set our readers should write the firm 
at the above address, mentioning this 
journal. We illustrate the box herewith 
in which the set is shipped. 




















